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In your hands you have what we have tried to make the essence of 
the Seventh World Seience Fiction Convention, the Ginvention. 
Call it the residue, if you choose, but here it 15; 


For those of you who attended the Cinvention, this publication 
Will serve tc recall remories of your three days at this monumen- 
tal affair; both the familiar memories you have mulled. over since 
last September and mcme which had slipped from you coroietely. 
Tr, addition, it isn't at all uniikely that you will learn of nap- 
benings at tha Cinvention which you hadn't even known of; no one 
could have bean everywhere and Been everything during tha hectic 
three days which saw the Cinvention burst into full bloom ana 
then run its meteoric course. 


For those of you who weren't lucky enough to be in Cincinnati for 
the Ü*nventYion, we have tried to maka thie Memory Dock a fairly 
complete account of personalities and hapnenlrgs. For those who 
wanted to cote, but aauldn't make 1t, this may serve as domewhat 
of a balm. For thoss who passed up the opportunity to atiend, ۵ 
hone that the Memory Book will arouse so much chagrin at missing 
such an enjoyable brawl that you will never let it happen again, 


Ye nave included at the beginning of this memoir the majority of 
the speeches given at the Cinvention, in a day by day order. 
These will serve to give you, in combination with Don Ford’a ar- 
ticle, a pretty thorough picture of the official proceadings at 
the ۰ 


The latter portion, from page 63 on, is composed cf what we bave 
called "Addenda" for lack of a better term. In it, we have triad 
to give a picture of the Ginvention as ll was actually expsri- 
enced, ranging from the pronouncgementa of personages Like Arthur 
C. Burke and Fritz Leiber, Jr. ta the babblings cf a nobody like 
Stan Gkirvin, Plus little aB8B8ociational items. These should 
Berve to give you that---you shuuld pardon the expression---warm, 
personal fesilng of intimate sontact with the Sinvention. 


44 many of you know, much of the dinvention waa recorded on wire 
by David à. McInnes, It was from copies of Dave's origina. re- 
cordinzs, kindly loaned tous by Dr. C. L. Barrett, that the 
Speechea reprinted here were obtained, aith the exception of Jack 
Wiliiameon's speech which was copied direatly from the trpssarint 
lent to us by Mr. Williamson. Altho the majority of the speeches 
given are included herein, we were unable to gblaic  ooples of 
aome of them, due chiefly to difficulties and mishaps during the 
recording at the 1 


Among the missing ara Fritz Leiber, Jr.'a first speech given on 
opening day, X. E. Smith'a speech (see paga 33), Ray Palmer'a 
talk, Judy Merril's round table discussion on the second evening 
which featured Miss Merril, L., 4. Hshbach, FE. E. Evans, Milt 
Rothman, and Fritz Laibar, Jr., George ہت‎ Smith's brief sojourn 
an the podium, and the apace opera given by members of the Phila- 
delphia contingent. 


Our apologies and regrets. 


Ne are extremely grateful te all of those who have eooperatad 
with us in putting on the Olnvention and in aiding us with this, 
the officiai Memory Book. Rather than offend someone by ommit- 
ting their name, we wlll say thank you to all the Pana and gedi- 
tora, both orofeassional and fan, Who have aided us so materially 
with both these produstiona, With thelr ald, two impossibie jobs 
were reduced to tha status of being merely back breaking. 


"e would, however, iLike to take exception to the above and thank 
in particular Don Fruchey, Jr. for the artwork which he provided, 
James Golden of the @incinnati Enguirer who was irstrumentaài in 
attaining the cover photograph for us, ard all the others whose 
contritbutione grace these bates. 


In concluston, we, the editorial entity, extend congratulations 
to Den Ford, Mr. Z2invention himself, for the monumental task 
which he perforted so nctably, and to both Don Ford and Lou Taba- 
kow for their heraulean efforts at mimeogravhing and assembling 
which have been the major factors in the production of this pu- 
011 611. 


"e hore you enjoy it. 


The Editora 


Don Ford 

Lou Tabakow 
Roy Lavender 
Stan Skirvin 


| A NL jg 
ی‎ DOE P ras 
Thank you, Xr. Tanner, and how de you do, fans? 


First of all, I want to read a few latters---that 16, ex- 
cerpte from a few -etters; an in5;erchangs of correspondence be» 
tween Don Ford and 8۷ 98-1 7 


"Since you'ra going to be at the convention,"---this Isa 
Letter from Don Ford te ms---'"can we aleo persuade you to be on 
the program? l oan 38 you throwing up your hands now. You wore 
the first te rut aif in nard eovera; that should maka an inter- 
esting story in 1taelf. You eculd also talk about your early fan 
days and when you started writing, ate. "hat do you think? And 
now hero's something to really stare you. Ye'd like to have you 
be Guest of Honor. Thank Charlie tarner and myself for that last 
flilencish idea. Wen we SIME 1t up before the reat, they all 
thought 1t was a gocd 1365 That do you think?" 


My reply; "Boy, an I puffing out my chest. Seriously 
though, T think you guys Are crazy. It's alright for you ta ask 
ma to arrear on the program and I'll be glad to do 1$; I don't 


think I'll disgrace you. tut this business of being one of the 
maesta of honor; there are certainly a lot of Famous people who 
Would be availible and i think yeu ahould asx them. How under— 


stand, I'm not turning you down flat; Just giving ycu time to 
reconsider. I appreciate the ncnor, honestly, but I don't want 
you to be in & postion where you guys decida you made a mistake 
and feel as tkourh you'll be hurting my feelings if you correct 
the error. So, if after you're welehed the matter further and 
surveyed the ayailtbic material, you still feel like sticking out 
your necks, okay. ` In the meantime, give the matter some heavy 
thought." 


is reply: "An they say in the Army, you're in Like Flynn. 
You still deserve to ke Gueet of donor ard I don't think anyone 
in fandom will , Charlie and I get a big laugh out of 
vour saying we're crazy. وج[‎ been hearing that ever since we 
became fare. One cf tnede dass, Í gueto we'll belleve 1t." 


sc much for that, 


In fiction writing, it's custorary to uae what ia known as a 
"narative hook". That's the stopper at the beginning of the sto- 
ry to gat the reader's attention. In copy writing, advertising 
copy writing, which I ¿ld for a number of years, you use a Biop- 
ver or something to catch attention. So at the beginning of thia 
no-talled Boesch, I'd like to Ask a few gGueations which I hope te 
answer In the course of the talk and which quastions I trust will 
serve as stoppera, 


What famous BEclence fiction artist of a few years ago pre- 
ferred the comfort of bare feet to wearing shoes? 


What one-sine editor of a actence fiction magazinas hed hia 
picture published by Plotordl Review? 


"aat famous science fiction author, present in this aBRem- 
bly, cheated one o f the New York aubway lines of a nickel by 
vaulting, cver the turnstile? 


What famous writer---he was supposed to be here, by tne way, 
and I Suopose he may arrive yet---wrote nia part of "Oosmoa", tha 
eighteen tart serial, in two nours? . 


That, وووه اجه‎ fiction author, whose work today la congiderad 
among Seienze fiction greats, waa once given national pudlicity 
48 having given up writing to turn to raising chickens? 


What not so famous writer, present in this aa&rembly, tried 
Lo get on the editorial staff of AMAZING STORIES while 11 waa 
atiii being published by Tech Publishing Company? ۱ 


Now it's my intention,as we go along, to answer these ques- 
tions. If I should forget to do so, cne of you remind te. 


Now this matter of ny being Author Guest of Honor: I lma- 
gine thers are some neorla lr thls room---I daresay half the peo- 
ple in this toom---hnve never road a story by L. A. Eschbash, As 
& ustter of fact, I might go so far as to Say that nine-tenthe of 
the people in thls room haven't raad a Story by L. &. Eschbach, 
I hope I have one or two who have. 


As a matter o f fact, I'm ourc I have. I sent Doe Smith a 
couple, so he, at least, has road orc, 


At ary rate, if you'll pardon tho peracnal reference, just 
by way of explanation, I have sold in the neighborhood of a mil- 
lion worde of fiction. I have written and sold spproximatoiy 
forty science fletion stories. That's not a ble production, r 
realiza, but at least, I suppose it qualifies me to be called an 
author, You notice, I didn't say what kind of an author. Just 


an auther. 


But confidentially, and I trust the committees isn't Iisten- 
ing, E's practically certain that I'm Author Guest of Eonor today 
٦د ع۸‎ T'm a pubitahear, Now that sounds liíke.sort'of.a paradox, 
but I think the ommities was smart in tbis restest; 3f they haa 
tade me Tublisher “usst of Honor, next year, where ever tbe con- 
vention might be, such fellows a s Jim 41211arm8 and Mel Xorshak 
and Marty Greenberg .woulü be beslering the committee to te made 
zuest of honor. ‘hy not? Tochbach was laat year, So the come 

sitee Wiseiy desided to fall back on the fact that a nurber of 
years nao T wrote s¢elence fiction and teday I am Author Suest of 
Honor. 


Actuaily, my last appearance ina science fiction magazine 
was in ihe Summer, 1944 Yasue o? THRILLING WOHNTE and my last ap- 
pearance in tae generai publishing field was in 1947 in THRILLING 


LOVF. Maybe I shouldn't've said that, 


Tn addition, thouch, there was this one old plug that kicked 
around for a number of yeara---ten years, as a matter o^ fant--- 
which T4NTASY ROOK nubliahed, That war last year, 


Bat you know and I know that I'm really here as Publisher 
fuest of Eonor inetead of Author H.est of Honor. 


Fnoug^ of preamble: I'm here, and tne committee has given 
na t wo hours and a half to talk, I'll try to keep my remarke 
within toe gresoribed period, 80 maybe I'd better get going. 


That ja, get golnz on the speech. 


I want to say at the outset that I 3on'i plan to say any- 
taing profound or Blgnifioant or impertant, Maybe it won't even 
be entertaining. I'm sorry if that's the case, but blame the 
committee, 


Lam on Old tirer in science fiction, I've been around in 
srienee fiction circles for a good number cf years. I've jotted 
down some statistics: I began reading oaeclerce Tiction thirty 
years ago, Now ۔‎ know when you look at me and eee my quite cvi- 
dent youth and innocense, that you'll thing that's practically 
impossible, but actually, I've heen reading science fiction for 
talrty years. 1 began writirs Lt twenty-three years aan and sold 
my taird attempt, They didn't have much competition in these 
days, yeu ECON, 


an? T've been gellinw them for twenty-two years, ard I've 
beer publitshine selenze fistion Tor azproximately the part three 
years, 


Yow, in passing, ^on Ford in one of his ‘Sulletina meniionec 
that I was at one time editor of a fan publicatien called "The 
^?allilean". "as I surprised when I read dhas! That was the 
first inkling I had that ۔‎ hal ever wit out a fan magazine. The 
fact 2f the master 15 that I dis publish, or ratacr, edit, one of 
the so-culleqd "little" Literary magazines back in 1935. It war 
called "The Jaileon", net "The Gallilean"; “The Gelleon", of 
moura? a bring a treasure shiv. Two of the putlicationa are ۵۵ 
Lentar' jtema today, 1ncidentaily, because one of them featured 
tse ۳۱۳8۵۱ arnnararce of an 4. P. Lovecraft story---very few fans 
have copies of that in Its original appesranec---and a David Ha 
Xclier originat, Se hse two are eollector's itema, but I'm 
sorry: since I have only a sinete ses, I can't supuly any of you 
rabid collectors wita tuvlicate copies. 


I was not a fan mibileher, but an editor of a "little 


In the line of fan clubs, J joined wnat I think is the first 
national fan organization, the old *21ence Torresnondent Slul, I 
recs), Oy the way, contrikutline a bro-cailed scientific article 
io the club bulietin. 1 remember I did my research tn "The Amer- 
ican eekly", I cot all my ecientifis an? technical information 
from that very Learned periodical. The arttele had t o do with 
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the possible end of the world. Tom Gardnar, who knew something 
about selenoe, jumped on me with hob-nalled shoes. He ripped 
the article to shreds, but I got the better of him; I just ہچ‎ 
nored hie tirade and didn't say anything. I didn't have anything 
to say. 


So, at any rate, I've teen activa in science fiction for a 
good number of years. And I plan, or hove, rather, to reminiacs 
a little. It's an indication of old age, but 1t occurred to ne 
that aome of you fans would be interested in the experiances of 
past years and in some of the people I've met and the etrcum- 
stances under which they were met; propie who were t n that day 
just average fans and who today are fameus ٤۰ 


I recall that one time I made a trip to kew York In company 
with my wife, our first triv. Mort Wetsinger, who later became 
editor of THRILLIFG YONDER and STARTLING, met ue, took ud arcund 
to meet the editors. Ve first went t ò visit Dr. ^, O'Connor 
Sloune. 


I don't know how many of you have mat Dr. Sloane. I suppose 
that ali or most of you have seen his name on the masthead of the 
old AMAZIN STORIFS. Dr, dlosne was a little fallow with a white 
tsard, hard of hearing, and rather absert minded. When I was in- 
troduced to Dr. Sloane, he acknowledged the introduction, then he 
brougnt, while I was talking to Miriam "ard, a slip of paper and 
asked me to write my name, After I'd done so, he lookad at it, 
went back to his desk, Shought a while, get up and came over to 
rne and sald, "Now I remember you. You scld us some ateries.' 
Bort of deflating experience, you know. 


4t any rate, thers in that office I met Leo Worey, a Feru- 
vlar, aa I recati it, who ag 4 lltt^e wax mustache, coal black, 
end Wao at that time was working on a cover design for one of the 
magazines, 


"eli, we went from there to NOKDER, where I met Gernaback. 
Tnat's a name tc conjure with In science fictlon clvroles. I waa 
& little on the nervous side as I was introduced to Gernsback be- 
cause just about three months prior t o that visit, I had sued 
him, or threstened guilt, to get a check. ‘ell, he was willing to 
bury the ax and TI had gotten the check, eu I didn't have any ax 
to hury an d wa had 2 nice conversation. Then we went out to 
lunch with hartley Hornig, who was then editor. Guurley checked 
the tima---and T'il never forget thig---by looking inta the ton 
drawer of his desk where he had a great big dollar alarm eleck. 
There waen't a clock in the office, Bo that was his timeplece. 


4fter that we went to the editor of ASTGUNDING, who was then 
Desmond Hall, and while i n the offices of ASTILEDING I met, or 
rather I sax, a tali man w1t^ elose-cropped hair and white duous. 
Mort 9Yeis!ngsr leaned over and Haid, "Fey! I think that's John 
w, Campbell, Jr." So me both lonked ard we checked witu Dcerand 
Hali and, lo and bea0ld, it was Campbell. 


and Hall said, "Szat's the matter with that guy? — He's a 
hard man to deal with. 1ت٦‎ just accepted a story. of nis, "The 
Mightiest Machine", but he wants ali kinds o f assurances that 
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we'll continue using his stuff. We plan to uge his stuff." Then 
Mort told him that he (Jampbell) had been running into some sad 
experiences over at AMAZING and that he preferred to get things 
straightened out when he started. Tell, as we all know, Camptell 
later became editor and 18 really up» there these days, 


There was another gathering I attended and I think that this 
one was in Newark: i'm not sure. But & young fellow had come in 
from the west coast--~a buahy-haired boy, I don't believe he was 
more than seventeen or eighteen---he had coma fram the west coast 
to introduce t ha artwork of- a friend of his. I recall him 
spreading out those very striking drawings on the table before 
Gampbell.  Campboll Bald he was sorry, they looked vary good, but 
all our artists must ba residente. They must live in New York. 
The name of the bushy-halred young man was Ray Bradbury who waa 
then juat a fan like most of ug hers,: And the name of the artist 
he waa introducing was Hannes Bok, who is here today. . Bo there 
was a case c f to men, today famous in their fields, who were 
just beginning. i 


Maybe ten years from now somebody at a science fiction oon- 
vention will recall tria sonvention where you Were present as 4 
fan and at that day, you will have reached the position of emin- 
ence you are atriving for. 


Wall, enough of such Teriniscenges, i ۰ Could talk &- 
tout the orld وم ۳و م5‎ Fiction Convention in New York lty, the 
Tires worid selenes fiction convention I attended anà I guess 
that At wee the first one, About all the kig sagple who wera 
there and now Lec Warguiles got up and made the classic statement 
about the fact that the fana were "...an dannnd sincere." That 
wae his statement which TIMS magazine quoted, by the vay. Ané I 
have a copy of that issue of TIME here today, together with an 
ismue of TINE put out more recently where their attitude was Just 
a rittle bit different. 


Fo soience fiction has coms a long way. Arid I believe in 
great part that it's due te two tings; first, that the young 
fang who started ovrt with selence fiction have grown up and have 
remained ectenge Fiction fans with the result that tne magazines 
have had to nublieh more mature materjal and secrnd y, the re- 
gent upsurge in the book publication of selence fistion. If I may 
be permitted the momentary flash of immodesty, T do believe that 
Fantasy Pross has done a little bit t o helm estabiish acience 
fiction in 1t3 present position. 


On my notee here I save one line which I would i!ke to read: 
"Ng have Been science fiction pass through the days of rather ju- 
venile fan  fusein' and feudin' to tne time when a gathering of 
this sort can take place through the cooperation of the rank and 
file of fandom." And that, I think, 1a definitely true; it has 
grown up. . 


But now, to get back to those questions: 
I firat eaid, what acience fiction artist of a few years ago 


preferred the comfort of bare feet to wearing ahses? Surprising- 
ly, I have here a photograph---if I didn't lesg it---of H, ^W. 
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Wnsen, or XeBB8coSoEky (7), taken when he was barefoot. It's a 
Priceless rostession. Mot oriariess beacause he's Darefact, but 
beeayse Itig a "essc 


Secondly, what one-time editor of a science fiction magazine 
had bis nieture Published by Fictorial Review? Here, I'm afrata 
that I'm going to disappoint you. That's the picture, It was to 
identify Mort "elsirger while he traveled around the country sei- 
ling subBoriptions to Pictorial Heylen. 


Third, what science fiction author, present in thia sgam- 
bly, chested ane o f the Mew York subway lines of a nickel by 
vaulting aver the turnstile? That really isn't correct. 48 a 
matter of fact, I think the whole thing is a canard, 4 piece of 
trumped-uo fiction, but I've heard It said that in 1939, Jack 
Williamson visited New York to go to the world convention. He 
pui a nickel in tha turnstile and nothing happened, so he put ۵ 
hand on the thing and vaulted over anû a guard chased him to find 
cut what the trouble was, I don't know 1f it's true; I'm meking 
tala statement with the gualification that maybe it's purely fic- 
tion. But I did hear it said. 


Now I've tne notation that what amous writer, who I ۵ 
might be hers, vote his part of “deamos", the cighteen-author 
asience fiction novel, in exactly tao hours? That man was Arthur 
J. Burke und I had a letter from Burks from Paradise,  Penng£yl- 
vanta, saying that he kad planned, or did vlan, to be here today 
with hie Wire. I don't know 1f the convention committees knows 
anything about it, and = don't surcose Burks is in the audience, 
bot there is 3 possibility that he might make hia appearance, 


But I have some correspondence here, and I'd Like to quote 
briefly: Here's a quotation from Mort "eisinger in a latter from 
Arthur J. Burks wher he wrote tin asking nim to write his part of 
"Soames", "(Your desire for speed on a Super-Serial couldn't coma 
at a worse tire for me 'cauge I've so blamed zuch work to do that 
T expect to get paid for, and you send me a part on which I have 
to do eonsiüerabie reasearch when I haven't time to do it. How- 
ever, here 1t ia: I understand that anything from one thouasnd 
Words to five thousané will paas, $0 core up to my domiclia 
Thursday at 1:00 F.M., furnish me with enough information about 
callethentice or whatever iL ۵ you want me t o write about and 
then walt while I do 1t." And some wore of the saie, 


Then 1 had a letter later from Mori saying that in exactly 
two hours, Burks wrote his "Callisto to the Rescue", I thirk 
that it's three or four thousand words. The guy Was a million 
word a year man for ten years, so that was lust a few zinutce' 
chore for arthur Lurks. 


Kow I have the queation: That ecience fiction writer whose 
work today is sonsidered among aclence fiction greats was onga 
given national publicity aa having given up writing to raise 
chickens? That man was George Allen Fng and. I have a letter 
fror *ngland---I have it here; T prize the thing for its auto- 
grarh---in which ke denied the whole thing, I happened to read 
it womewhere 4 n the newapaper and wrote and wondered what the 
score vas, asking at the same tine for Information on now I might 
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locate nome of his out of print material, whiek was the chief ob- 
lect of my writing, anyway. He wrote back and said that he had 
been interviewed eithar down in New Mexico or Texas and an enter- 
prising newenaper reporter who had interviewad him asked him what 
were his chances of being à professional writer. He (the repor- 
ter) didn's look Like a lixely prospect, ao England told him that 
if he followed Yneland'a advice, he'd raise chickens instead, So 
the reporter played it un, "Seorge Allen "ngland Forsakss Writing 
to Tstablien Shisken Parn" And the NEA or one of the big Byndi- 
cates piczed it up and it was epraad all over the country. Good 
publicity---of the wrong kind. 


Yow the last question: Nhat not so famous writer, present 
today, tried to get on the editorial estaf? of AMAZING while it 
win etill boing oublished by Tech Publications? Thia 1B the 
first time that I'm telling anybody that 1 tried tc do that. I 
wrote & special delivery, Yrecelpt-requested letter to the big 
pose at Tech Publishing, laying bafera bin all the reasons why I 
should take cver AMAZING STORIES. Never even got an answer. 


I'm almcst finished. If this talk shoul & have a name at 
all, it would be, “Sotence Fiction Comes af Age", so maybe tn es- 
tablish that title, I'd better Bay a little about, that. 


Te all cf us here know, of oourde, the recent developmanta 
in the field. Some of you may not know that majar publishers 
like Doubleday; Little, Brown, and Company; Putten; Biron and 
Shuster, and others » are planning somSlets lines اد ان‎ 00۵4 fic- 
tion. They wouldn't be deling it if tho little faliava like Had- 
ley, Prime, Shasta, FPGI, and Fantasy Fress hadn't paved tne way. 
Te started this; they're carrying it on, We're mat Berry, for 
the field aa a whole will develons, and I think it will not only 
be beneficial for the resderahip who get more books, but for the 
smail vubliehers who'll sell more books. 


But that's only one , phase of it. Science ^lotton 15 growing 
un in the serse that we're getting petter stories, Kore quali- 
fie? people are writing; one of the ۵ that Ir rl writing 
much science fletion ja the fact that I éon't tars mioh of a 
foundation ir 881 226. Ard today, you should have it. Aud most 
of the gocd men do. 


86165 26 fiction is growing uD, but one thing ws nhauld re- 
member; 9 ع‎ atill flarion. It's still written Aust t2 enter- 
bakr, It isn't any great factor in our country's 3evelonecnnt. 
It isn't any great socia] force. It's not a lot of w4args that a 
lol of peovle would say it 18. It'd simply good enterbainment 
and & lot of fur. So let's keep our faet on the ground and re- 
nezber that we're interested in Science fletlan---even though 
it's growing Up---besause it's fiction which is intended to en- 
tertzin. 


Thank you for listening. 





سے 


۷ نی 
١٦۷‏ با ۴۶ا 





UES) اب‎ REY 


First, I mur; “ee iest all isdies and gentlemen of lady-like feel- 
ings to lewrey ince i've L:en shocked to fird there are people 
who object t^ - rearing, and, sy God, when I extemporize, I demand 
the right t. f “Bar, or oven be indelicnte. (Fuss over exploding 
flashbalb "ae : ke trouble, vidle speaker wonders what ke is go- 
ing to 9:۳ ع‎ about.) There aroma to be a certain bass boom to 
this thi Well, it's appropri to to the subjoct, 


It can bo brae, and some handling gives it quite a boom, Subject: 
sex in scitace fiction, It's only part of what I want to discuss, 
tut will des to start, 


What I want to know is why among all the practisioners of the 
food ol€efashtonad Amertean pame of svixe--I don't think it's un- 
Americen yet, though you never krow---se few selence fiction 
writorj Handle sex on an adult level, I do not mean mere sexi-+ 
ness, but tho waolo concept of integrating male and femalo sexcs. 


We've always had certain concepts of sex {mn seloner fiction, One 
example is cll too fumitiar. A guy and a ı al start out in a space 
ship on dimension tbc ard are enptureü by somo nonstrous outland 
dictator, Eoro must save the universe ¢.ad earth from said dic- 
Li;tor. He juat gata dow: to earth-saving, when tha dictator gocs 
over and says, "Hoo! Hitchr-kitehy coo," to tha gal. here drops 
everything, snvos girl, whe immediately wonders off into same 
grasping hands, 29 here can sayo her, ete., otc. Finnilv, somo- 
her  jücildontally, the here saves carth, ond geb somes "to him, 
Maybe he now says, "Kitchy 00%," to ker, but it's a cinch he 
doagn'’t quitc know whet It moans, 


Tis isn't seen gulte as straight as that t «c much today, so mey- 
be the writers have grown up to be as old £3 their readers. That 
isn't a joke. When science fiction started, a lot of writers were 
younger than I was when I began reading it. i believe somè were 
að old as fourteen, or 930. Readers wore yotnger then, too. And 
itts a nerfectly normal high-school attitide to feel that a gal 
is somebody to whom you oocasionslly say, "Zitchy-kitehr coo," 
and who is se helpless she has to be rescued from something. 


At least, so editors feel, judging by most juvenile books. AnY- 
one here of high-school age has probably fipurod out pretty much 
what it's «12 about. But even ín most advit rietion, the stupid 
and helpléss girl is frequently only £oxstziog te give the cras- 
culated hero a job of saving. Roller 3 نا ده‎ cn television may 
change some ideas about the helplossnoss «i women, but that's 
atill to coms, 


Lately, we've come up with n considerab'y more healthy story, 
which might be called ths George Smith forrmla, There, a girl is 
Something you take out in a apaceship so that when you coma back 
to earth, you have to got married, It's both healthier and more 
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TPesultful, though it still leaves things on a mere physical act- 
ion plane. And Î wonder whether they would have Lo get married. 


George's angie is representative of tha general idea that sex is 
gaine to be the same forever---itta e good, healthy Job of bring- 
ing science fiction up to general tagazine level, but doosn't go 
mich teyond it, Supposs we go to 200,042 A. D.---probably then 
called 219 PEX, and wetre running around ir ships thet go "43 
و۲‎ ۴86۵۵5 s second, In fact, they talk something like this: "I've 
got fourteen megaperseca to walk over there, so it'll be an hour 
before I get pack," What's the big conflict on tha sex level? 


Hero meets gal, thrills and stuff, But there's a war poing on, 
and they cente settle down long enough to get rarricd, and she 
kas to preserve her virginity at all costs. (I've often wondered 
if the extreme value of that ia due to ita asarecity. } It's the 
game old holicolarum apraad in the magazines of 1690. Hero meets 
girl (we gather), wha can't say yea because papa forbids a wed- 
ding, Today editors know the gal would say, "Fhooer", to papa, 
and usually won't print tt; but I axpect it someday in s far 
future story---right down to papa with whiskers, 


There used to be an obvious reason for the gal saying no until 
the preacher said ves. Now they have contraceptives, and whether 
we like it or not, they've made major Alfferszces in our practig- 
od morals, Down in a primitive South American village, thers ia 
an oral contraceptive which can bo takon about once a month to 
ineusc temporary ferais atorllity---without harm to the eventual 
fertility of tbe woven, Isn't it possible to imagine a secicty 
ln which papa worrics gbout whether daughtcr took her Isat médi- 
eine, instead of about what she's doing with the young man? 


That would not be sn immoral soclety, but a society with a cif- 
ferent morality. There have been a lot of different systems of 
sexual adjustment, all moral when and where used, Tolygamy ia a 
common one. and rather popular where used, You get a lot of 
waiting women in return for your paycheck--1f the paycheck is big 

` enough, The Araba found that it took n man of considerabla means 
to afford two wonen---but one could wash his feet while tho other 
combed his hair. It has its advantages. Particularly If you kave 
enough money to hire a man with a swor to make sure your women 
do what you want. ۱ 


Polandry 13 less pdpular; It ssems a narrcw  conospt to me, but 
maybe I'm projudiend. Moatiy in cold countries and poor coun- 
tries, liks Tibet, La this system of one woman wul fourteen poor 
damn men ta be found, Indidertally, judging by the cffoct of dies 
and ¢limate on sex, the ons women 's definitelr not up to the 
average Américan woman, so you can figure out Sac result, 


Those are actually minor variations of our system. -- hut the main 
difference is that both systems sre necessarily tasad on the work 
and breading 6oncoepó cf marelage, rather thar Titi relations her 
tween soxos, Hoinlein has hinted at another z;5.ez, in ues volay 
but not considered 'nlee!, which docs rsaverciisas alber facta, 
while providing sexual outlcts, In this, wien a man and a wotan 
wanted physical sox, they were whole besrtod ard healthy anent 
it, acoepting it in good companionship without any of the push of 
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a good love story, but without the after=-naina, They lived to- 
gether as long or little aa they liked, It was stmply a part of 
social life, Helnlein is gifted with more sense of social change 
than most writers, 


Thera is also the posslbility of group marriages, somthing many 
discuss snd few try, though it has extated nt times. It 15 probe 
ably the closest thing to full recognition that men and women ars 
eornletelr different; both human, completely equal, and sach in 
some fi¢lds--superior to the other, It also resognises that men 
and woren Bre attracted to each other and are necessary beyond 
Sheer physical 38%. Sex has a ‘lot more than vou see from the 
girl on the BEM cover} she has her good points, but there ara 
others, 


Group marriage is too complicated for full discussion hero, but 
we can define it quickly, Let's sey six men and six women ull 
like sach other; because you have variety tn the group, you nesd- 
nit have the adoloscent romanticism commonly known as love---tho 
type) found on the radio, or in the movies, where: the tingle of a 
kiss proves compatability. Real love isn't harmful, here, though 
that will come in some manner by itself in any compatable groun 
of men and woman, 


In any event, the lack of variety cr complete comeatability be- 
tween an  isolatod couple  1an't present here, und no chusing 
around ناهج‎ on, The group has a rigid morality of its own, رٹ5‎ 
morality ts going to be terrific, beenuse It will hava to he n 
social codo which will equalize the burdcn on all, and protect 
the group from all outside interfcrence. 


For Pete's sake, don't think this type of grouo 18 designed to 
provide nure physical sex in wholesn]eo lots!  Poople belorg to 
a group marrlage for eental vuricty. In such a group, there!s no 
looking arcund at ono wonin for man} und saying to yoursslf that 
you ike livirg wlth this person, but wriat in hell rra you going 
to talk sbcut for the rest of t5. month, until the tills coma dvo 
to bring un an argument. There's a constant intorc^ange and flow 
of idcas, without tho forced constraint of having only two 9 
tn cach argumente 


Evcorvong in the group is married to everyone 61l30--and that means 
man to man or worsen to womane-but without thr horosoxual yhyaslcal 
rolationa, And within the arm lics preater strength than ar 
single coucle can muster 


Marriage, however, rust incjudo children---that is the only roal 
reasor for marriage, and without them sex woad probshlg be un- 











important, But the kids must be tied inte > rrecmiine ا‎ so2151 
frameworl where they can ree@aive roper بت هی‎ ingi aps 
suterort, and a chance to become healthy ایاٹہ‎ ioro i3 ono of 
the reasons that our progncnt -zarvriugo system mos wer vei. thanga 
---boouunc lb isn't premrinp this generütice Tos ite ام ول‎ 
rether for the life of the last goncrstí t. اہ‎ a naoa-basn, 
Tho tragedy of our 20615) ways lies net ij bbs مه وڑں‎ EB acist.g es 
but in tho children we see too often. ور وا‎ ST و سوج‎ luat 
b5atardy da healthicr than being lagittware, pineg the tLisateie 


muto child mas nocossasrilv haye to dovolop better goeiul hebits, 
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In Hetnictn's gat-uo», much too little attention waa given to the 
children, though wo have .a a?lght precident in the Scandinavian 
countries; where there are no illegitimato children, The children 
ara the responsibility of the state to scms oxtent, and of the 
father when he recognizes them--which he vill usually do when the 
social atigma is renoved, In the group marriage, the children 
ers fortunstes they erc saved from being "only children", or huv- 
ing "momism" raise its head, and they aro naturally born into n 
social structure, rather than spending tks r earliest yeara pit- 
tine one. parent against the other and throwing tantrums. 


How often are those ehlldron rocosnized in selenes fiction? About 
sur only eoncossion 1s to asmume that there will bs one change, 
in that the social diseases will be climinatod--theugh there's no 
reason to kother with 1t in mosb stories. But that has been some- 
thing we covld have dono Tifton woars ago, and haven't Gonca The 
chunges I'm discussing won't ocovcr in. any 25 years, ginge aii the 
rsyc3o0üyaamlos in heil won't change custom and stunldity that 
fast---nor ever increase stupidity that mach, as in 1984; there, 
though, 30 zuch was bad that a few thousand orrors dontt really 
7 با ند‎ 3 


I'm discussing the atery of the further futurc,- And thoro, while 
any svater may te the eacceapted one---and where 1t la quite cone 
co*vable that every system ۲۲۲۵ mentioned, plus the normal, cvery 
day marriage of today will operate simultaneously, which is a 
pretty ides for u story bockground--you find tho same olé pattern 
of ۳۵۲۳ 5۵ of any other magazine, "ahe sweeps mo off my feet, oh 
Bosh, oh goo, oh زیت‎ isn't lovo wonderful to mol" I find it in 
few of the classics, definitely not in tne book of Futi, which La 
a nice love stery, and usually only from 1800 or later np to now. 
Tratta a very brief timo to set us a fixcd and inflexibly perma- 
nent pattern, Yot in stories of 2200, 2400 or 2600, there it ias. 


They're still thinking sex is somathing penvle do in bcd, after 
some blinding flash of ecstatic love, Bax should mean a lot more 
than thei, though we haven't the slightost rosson why, Somctimea 
I went to telk to s woran, rather then n موی مود‎ fo spend an 
evening with somoonc completely fomtnino, and with no idea of 
physical asx *n rind. I suspect that women world still be courted 
if ے‎ miracle were passed so that inLercourao cr eran ہین ا سرت بی‎ 
of it was impossibili. Beicnec fietion overtoslks this, too, to a 
major oxvent, 


Here I'm just getting to the basic subject of discussion. We have 
explored cvory other -ology, including Sosioloer with a capital 


letter, and Peychology with dynumics. "e haven't موه وه ول‎ noenlo 


and living, beyond superficial Lin service. I picked sex because 

has a certain shock value, and because vie ware talking ebeut 
if ovor a few beers before I was calisd uo here, “Ne were alao 
talking about the fact bhat sex and boer don't mix, thourh al- 
ookei and aoxingag muy. But tho confusion *5etwoon som crd sexi- 
noas ia  twxpical of the foundation of sand om whieh wo---and thia 
Ineludes myaclf--have milt our futures. ‘Welre corventicnialswl, 
vithout realizing that  Locay's  convenzlcns may De bonisros's 
suroratitions, 


But they don't explore the really vitai things, the average human 
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being's sex and home social life, who puts the cat out, what he 
reada in his daily papers, his sources of information, oto., eto, 
Hetnlein has discussed propaganda, of course---tmt I menn the ur- 
intentional propaganda of books and papers---ihe propaganda for 
tha generation past, rather than futuro, that colors everything 
we study, for  instanca, We diseuss policing a galaxy in which 
atom bombs can wipe out planets, but how do yon like your steak 
tomorrowt That won't changs too moh, of course, pills or no 
pilla, But lots of things will---auch as the limita of men's 
friendships. 


Friends come to the conventions today from opposite sides of the 
contineant. A century ago, that was impossible for mere convlv- 
lality. That is changing our society, just as is the ineräasing 
average age of tho citizens, What will ft bs like when we have 
friends of other races? How will it change our livingt Doo Smith 
has created aome lovely non-humans, and touched on things that 
will be reguired of the human race when it mixes with humunoid 
and non-human beings, but hls chief emphasis was on other things, 
Jost writers have touched on it, tut none have explored it fully. 


What of man's attitude toward his rights? Sex enters hare, of 
course, but there is mich more, How much freedom do we want? We 
ali want soms--Lut ninety percent of the racs wants darned little 
at present, He may want to get away with things, but he won't 
approve of general fresdoma, How such right to kill our enemy do 
wa want? There are conditions under which we will kill him, and 
our rights on this should be clarified, How much right to be con- 
ventional do we want, and how much to be original? There are 
societies in which you must bo conventional, nnd others where the 
chicf convention is so-called uneonventionality, 


Wetre In a great flux today. For the first time, and over a very 
short period of time, really, we've brought together almost ۴ 
kind of society heretofore known, and they've been interacting 
and re-interacting on all society, The net result is that today 
people act in the goddemnedsst way like people--anü that's all we 
can surely say. We're ine trial and error period, midway botwaan 
tho tribal pricst and the technical expert. Dur astrologers usc 
Somptometers, Wo haven't made ali the trials yet, nor--ineoncelr- 
able nu lt is--havea we madc all the orrors, We have very little 
idea of the warmly personal aspects of man's psychologicel ad= 
Austment to the patterns, strosses nnd strains of the future. 


We've explored the macrocosm and the microcosm, but we have the 
all-important middie--the personal elements of lifee-stili to ex- 
amina. For years, medlaul experts strove mightily to find a curs 
for venereal diseases, while the pillars of society went on with 
their macrecosmic task of eliminating sin, which would stop VD. 
Hut it was a quiet surgeon peneral, fifteen years ago, who hit at 
just one thing--the taboo against the terms, gonorrhea and syphi- 
lis. He found thc important thing within tho houses of ovr 
fathers, rather than the alters of our gods--an& his contribution 
in the long run was the greatest of all---bocauso today I can usa 
the words hers without enyone fainting; and from facing it, we 
have begun te do something toward wiping out tho momnacs,. 


Things have ckbkangcd, including morals, which are always being 
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changed, They're simply conventionalized attempts to fird a means 
of getting along with other msne--and béing conventions, can't 
keep up with changing factors, so that they mat be changed in 
the long run. Maybe there'll] be no conventions in the future, or 
there may ba more=-and they may be sensible ores, -Maybe they'll 
be so well designed that they'll work forover---snd maybe only 
half-way to forever, but become so rigid that we can't shake them 
and will perish becauae of them, ME 


But we can tell a Little about one thing in the future, The boom 
in science fletion for the general market won't bo met by men who 
autoretically add twenty decimals to everything and think In 
terms of -olagies and -onomiss. The books by such houses as 
Doubleday, Simon and Shuster, cte., will bs best received when 
they arc written by mon who can find the ronlly personal subject. 
When you ean ahake off your conventions and attitudes, and ox- 
plore tho tremendcusly important ground of the و1۶۲۵‎ of just 
people, you have a vital subject for n book, 


There'll always bo the gadget story. Yan Vogt!s psychological 
fedgeta (which have nothing warm or porsonal, but simply the vast 
and exalted) and Jack Williamson's stories of gadgets as seen by 
more normal people will slweya bo worth writing and reading---to 
ua whe fool tho love of gadgetry. But the drive for genaral 
sofenes Fiction will bo n drive toward the exploration of this, 
my lifo, which ia the bedrock of all literature. The exploration 
of tho limits and horizons of tho individuali, is without limit, 
and goes far beyond the horizon, And it ear only be explored 
proparly in science fiction, bocausc only there can postulates be 
set down in tho necossary simple or hand-picked situations. bo 
work them out most effectively. 


It's an artificial way of handling iiterature---but so are they 
all. And with the proper skill, it can have tha universality for 
which teachers praise Shakespeare and condemn god pulp fittion. 
Incidentally, in passing, consider the teachera in the future. 
Must we have school systems designed apparently to limit? Or can 
we get schools with the abllity to develop more than a crop of 
dry facts? The artificiality of science fiction comes from a bad 
choice of postulates; the. universality from stripping away all 
the frou-frou und operating on honest essentials. 


In other words, if you're going to write a story to explore a 
section of tha future, the man who tosses in "sex" to keep the 
reader excited will bs.a genius 1f he doesn’t write a bad book; 
but the man who strips the quotes from the word, and honestly 
wonders wnat sex will mean to the Inülvidusi in the future, will 
have the basis for literature. U 


Take any horespun bit of the fabrio of lifa and explore it fully, 
and you'll have a good book. Tf you want to put some gadgets in 
it, 1t can still be a good book, for the magazines. ` But If you 
have picked your premises wisely and find---as you will---thet a 
host of gadgets ian't necessary, you may have a book to be real 
long after you've atopped collecting royalties, And by God, I'd 
like to see more of the writers dolng it. 


I'd also like to see some of the fans think it over. If you ere 
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then hored with juvenility, 1 doubt that you can get your money 
back-=«but you can scream like hell. You don't represent tha major 
nar of science fiction readers, by a long waya; you rerresent a 
very àmnll group---but a very active one. When you soo u story 
that does whet a good story should do, end relates itself to real 
life and neople, you san help to get more nf then, Editors sre 
sensitive to letters. 


And sinea I'm at least somewhat sensitive to exoresgions cf bore- 
dom, £o long--anc thanks. 


editor's note-- 

The title of Mr. del Rey's spmesch is his own, as are any re= 
visións oZ the original speech, When first transcribed from the 
wire recordings taken at the Ginvention, the speech lacied the 
"eunsh" which the outstanding pneraonslity nnd atnge pecsonac of 
tir, del Rey gave to thè original. Mr. dol Rey kindly vciuuntcorod 
to cedit his own speech within the general frame of tho original 
and wo Feel thet ho has donc a mastorful job of 1t, despite tho 
liwitations of mera Punctuation na 4 means of emphasis. 


AND 
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I'd like to comment tonight 
on some of the values of solence 
fiction, espectally as compared 
to: the velues offered in other 
types of imaginative literature, 


The somewhat exelting ےوہ‎ 
gesa cf stich enterprising nev 
book publishers as Fantasy Press 





‚and Arkham House, in resculng 


fantastic fiction of: all types 
from tho pulp. magazines „and ine . . . ... 
troducing it to an audience of 
book readers, 18 bringing a ce 
taln Bmount of critical attention 
to s field that hae been almost 


JACK WILLIAMSON‏ رج وو رھ نی 


Whiie the reviews in the solence fiction magazines have gen- 
erally been intelligent and appreciative, I believe fantasy books 


-Bti11 tend to be overlooked by tha highbrow and upper middlebrow 


reviewera — generally either lumped 47 with the whodunite 
Or ignored altogethor. 


Among people interested in fantasy, there has. bean an end- 
less and sometimes pretty bitter debate over the relative meritse 
of ecienos fiction and stories of the Weird Tales schoal. I 
haven't followed that argument very closely, end I don't want ta 
get involved in lt too deeply, although aa A solence fiction 
writer I'm naturally more interasted in the cree for ecience fic- 
tion. 


While of course science fiction isn't anything new to the 
veterea fan, it does seem to be d d etrangs end bewildering 
to a large part of the ganeral public and to a good many book جج‎ 
viewers. I believe an effort is in order to festate the values of 
soience fiction As olearly aa possible, to work aut e theory of 
criticien which can be applied to it, and to undertake some sort 
of educational campaign to to 1 the World what it's ell ebout, 


1 believe that imaginativa literature ‘oan be moat profitably 
divided for discussion into the three more or less accepted cat= 
egories -~ taleg of the supernatural, pure fantasy, end science 
fiction. In the magazine Field, the three typos ore probably best 


. repreBented by Weird Talca, the lamented ingen, and Aetounding 


Science Floticn. 


wer 
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Superfloially, all three types are pretty mich alike. They 
are all gares of make-believe, The reader in invited to turn hia 
back on literal reality, in order to accept some premise that he 
knows ian't strictly true. The remainder of the game consista in 
following that original premise gut to ite logical conclusion. 


It seema to me that auch a departure from reality involves a 
necessary sacrifice of certain literary values. For one thing, &s 
Jack Qhapuan Hiske pointed out in his able paper on Müheraoter- 
ization in Imaginative Literature,* . in the Spring 1349 issue of 
the Arkham Sampler, it limits the posstbilitics: ‘and importance of 
Sh tion: و‎ 






Al though a int hed never ی‎ ' to me before I read 
i au't hard to sco. Any human being can be known 
only by hisbi@Bérettions with tho world around hin. He tefiects 
fach has made him what he ie, and lives as a party 
$56 tear any charaotar out of hia real environment == 
whether you do 1t by putting him in the thirtioth century or by 
Betting him dom in Alice's Wonderland. or juet by: bringing hin 
face to fave with & ghost -= you can destroy him as an individual 
acting as part of any real world, His behavior becomes a fort of 


guessing game between writer and reader, because no further di- 
rect reference to reality 1s poasibie. a 


I don't mean of course to say that there are no vivid char- 
acterizations in imaginative litcrature, Certainly I don’t want 
to affer any brief for the use of sloppy etereotypea, But I do 
agree that moat charactors in imaginative ilterature are. ideai- 
ized types or enblema’: of sockal:foross in action or symbols of 
the hopes and desires of the writer and reader, rather than real 
individuals in their own rigat. . . 


` If oharsoterization 15 really the chief aim of literature, 
it ought to follow that the greatest literature will be written 
about the people of a recent generation — remote enough in tine 
eo that they and their world can ba secn in full unpréefudiced 
psrepeotive, yet Bt111 near enough to be thoroughly known by both 
writer and reader, That proposition may be true. Bclensea fiction 
stories eren't cxpeoied to reflect reality in the game way as 
Toletoy's "War and Peace" does, But they do make up for that lack 
with other sorts of values. 


The elsnent of make-believe. isn't really 1124 ted, of 008 
to imaginative literature, Any sort of fiction at eii requires 
“the reader to sccept ciroumetanses that he knows aren't literally 
factual. Any sort of ert in fact, gete its value from being a 
representation, and not the original object or experienag. That 
deperture from the literal reality ie what makes form and meaning 
possible in artistic expression. 3 


Anyhow,. that departure from reality is the reason for. being 
of any sort of Imaginative literature. Considering ۔‎ the three 
types again — the Bupernetural, pure fantasy, and soience flo- 
tion == it seams to me that the most important difference between 
them ja in the sort and degree of inteliectunl appeal. 


ao 


Tha supernatural story is based on the beliefs of an age 
when the supernatural assumed natural, It was science fiction -= 
or perhaps something even more realietio than science fiction == 
to people who actualiy accepted ite premises. And it stili bas a 
certain strong appeal, even to those who congelousiy reject the 
premise that witches exist or magic works, because the old the- 
orige of magic and witckeraft grew aut of the naive, intuitive 
conclusions about the nature of things that ohildren reach almacet 
as eaelly today ag their savage forebears did. Moat of us have to 
break habita of magical thinking as we grow up, and the symbolism 
of the supernatural atili offers an expression to the impulses of 
the savage and the ohild who Lives on in the unoonaoiousS after we 
are grown, TON 7 


I'm not trying to deny the literary value of supernatural 
fiction in general; but since those values ars determined in tha 
mind of each remdar for himself, and against a ecala derived from 
his own sexpsriengs and conception of reality, it seems to me that 
their defiance of accepted knowledge tende to kasp them out of 
the highest brackets of literary worth — at least in tho estima- 
tion of educated readers in a scientific age. I'm sure their pop- 
ular Appesl is somewhat limited. even now, and I should expeat 
them to bacome lesa highly regarded as the old eupsrstitione com- 
tinue to die. 


It does require a rather high order of craftemanehip to 
write acceptabla stories of the supernatural beoaugo it io neo. 
دوع‎ 2 5۳۲ to oretu n mood that will suspend the ordinary intellig= 
ence af tne reader, 8û that some degree of belief in the dia- 
eardad scienca of the witch doctors can be restored temporarily. 


The intellectual appeal of the supernatural story, I should 
aay, da nil.. : 


The "pure fontasy! 1s in a different category, It's more 
frankly make-believe, The writer gets up conditiona which Arc ad. 
mittedly contrary to fact. The reader aocepte them in the eames 
apirit, for the sake of taking part ine sort of intellectual 
game. The writer is in turn bound to play fair, by not violating 
thous initial premises, while be.attempts to surprise the reader 
with the conclusion to which they logically lead. 


As such a game, pure fantasy is delightful. The only pity ie 
that a groat many ré&derg are too much preocoupled with reality 
to be interested in playing. John Campbell's UNKNOWN was the only 
effort I know of to edit n magazine devoted frankly and entirely 
to pure fantasy. I'm sorry that it didn't find a larger public. 


Scisnce fiotion, as I ses it, follows a different method, 
whieh allowa the reader to take a more serious ہے‎ or perhapa a 
lese sophisticated — intellectual interest. Reality 18 neither 
denied nor ignored, but rather projected on imnginative sorcena. 
Tho general method, it seems tome, is the extrapolation of 
trends and the extension of possibilities, into future times and 
other worlds. 


^ 
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The basic premise underlying & great deal of science fiction 


` iB eimply that scientific و‎ ag Wili keep on. Interested in 


the swift march of science, e reader meetg no violation of hia 
sense of reality when he jolna in testing some possible new gad- 
get and surveying lts dramatic bumen consequences. 


This method of projection lan't limited, of course, to the 
physical sciences alone. When the soclologiat or thé historian or 
the philosopher discovers a pattern in the past, or a trend in 
the present, or a new equation linking man and his world, the 
writer end. the reader share a legitimate intellectual interest in 
what will happen ii that trend goeg on, or if that pattern is سو بر‎ 
peated in a different future setting, or lf the terme of that 
equation change. 


The diiferencs in intellectual appeal, I think, is ths basic 
distinotlon between the several kinds of jmaginative literature, 
but I 30n’t want to seem dogmatic about it. After all, the Lines 
aren't s,eariy drawn. Man atories cf the supernatural wake some 
ube vf ori xitifie or paauco.-sclentifiec tragainga. The. writer of a 
pure SELBST i? free to take sithor Eciense or superatition, or 
& kizture jf: beth, far big raw material. I sunpose that many 
Btories cf the supernatural are read EB pure fantasy. by roadsre 
tor eszhietisated ta feel mich terror over any pictured oontra- 
vention of nature by the forces of evil, and many sclence fiction 
Biorioa taken ag fantesy, by readers unwllling to &coept the pre- 
mises elasorated. 


But even in view of tho great difference readers make in 
their estimates of what 1s possible, I st111 belleve that the 
feeling of possibility 1B the essential thing in a solenca fic- 
tion story. Looking back to the. enormous thrill I got out of the 
firat Bolenoe fiction stories I read, it seems to me that the 
sense of projected reality was an important part of the exper= 
iense, and I know that I used to feel highly offended by viola- 
tions of it, : 


: In the early deyB of Amazing Stories and the old Wonder 
Stories, Huge Gernsbach, who launched them both, used to make 
quite a point of the aducational and prophetia nature of sriente 
fiction, Perheps his olalms went too fer. ‘While a certain trons 
of true Science can be found in acience Pioticn, any textourk ig 
aA richer. and mote reliable source, Although sonde of the propho- 
cies of #ecionoe fiction do come true, many rore don't, Yet 7 feel 
that his point was sin, because it emphasized that element of 
possibility. 


I believe that this method of science fiction enn bs fairly 
described as a sort of time machine, which oan transport writer 
end reedar, rot to one futute alone, but to any number of altes- 
neve. Future TIME and wor:28 of If — Keeping them always in 
contact with solid rectity, through thet vital thread of possi- 
bility which must never ba broken, 


In stresaing this primary element of interest in the logical 
working out of an ides, I don't want to mirimlze the importance 
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of plot and conflict and emotional values, whioh create the il- 
lusion of reality, ond hoid the focua of interest on the evolu- 
tion and dramatic consequences of the idea. 


Most great scienos fiction sterics, from "Gulliver's Trae 
veig” on, have served as vehicles for the satiric exaggeration of 
huzan imperfections or for Utopian plane for a better world, but 
the writer has made a blunder whenever he attempts to play up his 
thematic ideas at the expense of etory values, 


Ine work of H. G., Wells is the classic illustration of that 
peril. in his earlier and more readable stories, the ideas ars 
allowed to work themselves out dramatically, through the story 
notion, while in many of hia later books the socialistio preach- 
ing waa aliowsd to crowd out tho story values, sọ that the feel- 
ing 7ئ‎ was destroyed and the writer's whole purpose 
defeat ۰ 


That!s a problem of integration. While the characters and 
plot may have been selected in the firat place to illustrate some 
thematic idea, in the finished story it ought to seem the other 
way around — that the story itself is the important thing, from 
whioh the ihoue follows inavitably but also incidentally. 


This intellectual intereset Am sclontifio possibilities, ex- 
amined in the light of all thelr logical consequences, seers to 
me, what maxes solenos fiction exciting and worthwhile. 


I won't undertake to claim that it's anything better than 
the more pretentious Literary values offered in other types of 
fiction, After all, one wan's literary meat can be a Bey dull 
dien to another. Considering the usce to which such dfacoveries 
as the atomic chain reaction are being put, you can't blame pec- 
ple who prefer to ignore such uncomfortable possibilities so long 
as they cun, 


I am very happy, however, about the increasingly wide and 
alert interest in eeience fiction, and I feel thet writers and 
publishers can extend the field still further, by offering books 
which are really worth surlous interest. 
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ALLEY GO? 23 
کا‎ THE MAN VD Li ۱ 
V. T. HAMLIN 


I expect the main point to get across to you people tonight is 
why I'm here, About---oh, i guess it was twenty or twenty-five 
years &go---Whcn T was a press photographer and sort of lay, gec- 
logist down In asuthwest Texas, I atertcd roading e new type of a 
magazine printed by Fuge Oernscack, I think it was elther AMAZING 
STORIES or SUTENCH WONDER, 


I wag particularly fascinated with those, they were vory improb- 
able, bus they wore scientific and I had acilortifle  losninga 
myself, I rend them for several years, Cf course in due bio- 
1۵24 عم‎ time, I got marricc, Married a verv fine girl, In fact, 
if I hadn't marrisd, there would never have bern any brains under 
ny root. 


You know, I never could sell her cn those stories, One of the 
first things * did shortly after we were married was to read her 
an installment of a story that was current at that time. F think 
it was ¢slled "The Second Deluge", Maybe sone few of you remember 
it. I thought 1t was a particularly fascinating piece of work, 
And T asul4 net sell it to her, o0 help mal I waa beating my 
brains ugulnst a wall. 


You know what sbruek hen? She said, "What makes it go?" 


There you have a perfect balaneé in a family, i'm mechanically 
minded and selenbifiecally minded and what-have-you; she's got a 
lot of brains and knees tow to faa nere Df money and what to do 
with it and knows nothing ebout science, She's still that way. 
Doesn't want to know anything about acience. 


kaybe I ought to tall to vou people about drawing a comic strip, 
but first I'd like to tell von a few things shout the fellows you 
are hearing from this platform tonight, Not me---1!31 tell you 
about mo--bukb [irs I want to 611 you about these other fellows, 
I don't knew them all, bet I had the catrene pleasure cf gcing 
eat to dinner with them We sat for about two hours in a tuk 
sass on thin afternoon and then we went out. to dinnor. Over to 
tae Cricket, 


Of course Smith, he didn't Tike thm way his steak was cooked, Two 
or three others had a best about something, ۲ had chili, which I 
ought to knew bettar tnan to sat up in this country even with a 
bunch of guys from Texas, We had mg bunch of fun, though, 


l imagine that most of you fans would have loved to have set in 
on that conversation. You would have been the moss disillusicnod 
bunch oz pecple you can imagine. We were talking about our “ids, 
We wore also talking about how our folka disciplined us and 
brought tia up when we were youngsters, which is orobably the 
rosson way you've got rasy people like us in this world. They 
Bro a pretty swell bunch of fellows, They're posted and they 
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know their stuff and they're not dizzy. Anybody that knows as 
much about kids as these fellows know; they're all rigat, 


kow me, I've got two kids. I just married off a  daurhter hare 
not very long ago: swell kid. I've got a thirteen or fourteen 
hear old son, Hs plays pool with me, Saata me, too, You know, 
1 think that probably the bast I ever did in tbe world waa when I 
set back and realize that my kids. know their old men and از‎ ۵ 
him, $ 


I'm bragging a little bit, but of course, all this time, these 
two younfaters have atuck their noses in on my sasel, my drawing 
board---evepv morning. Fossibly the greatest critica I have ever 
had in drawing a comfe atrin, 


Low drawing a comic strip was something I juat could not heir da- 
ing, It's an expediency of course, but I was long a newsparerman 
and I haf these stories in vy system and they had to come cut. 
Bat you know, when l was a little fellOow---of course I'm still a 
Jíttle fellow, but I'm no young feliow any moré=--when I was a 
young fellow, I had it kind of tough to held my own with these 
babos in town, all those big fellows pushing me around, So I 
decided that the one thing I could da to hola my own was to 
dovolop a converdational topic that would amuse them. 


That is, 1 I could talk giibly about something that a young lady 
or a proup was interssted in, that was over the heads of these 
big stiffs that didn't have any trouble making center and guarc 
on the Football team, why I had an lin. Thut!s how Alley Oop 
started, believe it or not, 


I started studying ralmistry, It's awful corny, but it got ovar, 
Well, 1 went into the newspaper business after going through the 
First World War where I got pretty badly cut up. Eut I still 
kent up this fourflushing business and when I got irto tho oil 
fislds I studisd geology, because I wea interseted in the romance 
.of the rocks. ‘the romance of the rocks led to the study of dino- 
saurs paleantology. Ard when the bottom fell out of hinga 
around there in 1929, I had to come morta---one jump ahead of the 
Sheriff---nnà I went hack into grt. 


At that timc, I had a big job. T had charge of fifteen---twenty 
guys; photogravrhers, engravers and one thing and another on a big 
newapnaper,. But I didn'$ like it too mich. I am too active, any- 
WE So I developed this comic strip---a comic strip based uror 
geology---upon prehistoric monsters. For the funny thing is that 
it wasn't the comic strip you ace today or have seen for the past 
seventeen or cighteen yenrs, This somle strip was simply a strip 
devetcd to dinosaurs, and being an old nowspaperman, I know that 
& strip based solely upon dinosaurs, which sven in my imagination 
didn't talk a word, wouldn't go over, 


Sco I invented n stooge to do the talking. That wes Alley Cop. 
Weil, Dinny, of course, hes gone the way of most dinosaur flesh, 
i drag him back into the scene once in a while, but he's through; 
Oop'a stolen the atory. Well, I suppose that you neople would 
say that sinet this comic strip is based to a degree upon scelones 
J am a scienes fiction writer. They say that stf is fantasy, or 
a plot fictionizsd, based upon science, 
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Well, I consider the study of paleentology, ethnology, and eight 
or ten others including  sociclogy ss a good enough basta to make 
me atcentable as a science writer. Fut ry main concern 1s not so 
much with science as it 1s with people. I could just stand up 
here and tell you paopie how I'm surprised and very reluctant to 
get up in front of you good people anc talk. Tf Twas ta tell 
you that, arybody who knew ma, and none of you do, world say, 
"Sood Lord, listen to Hamlin iie again!" beeanuse T ceme Fera 
with the distinct dca of getting up In front of you people and 
making a lot of nolsc. 


Bocause I wanted to meet you, I figured that if you people read 
atf you also read Alley Cop and that's what fesds me, So I wasn't 
at all surprised although I did very voolitsiy demur when they 
asked me if I'd got up here and spesk tonight. I was just tickled 
to death. So that!s why I'm hers. 


I haye a few things I want to say about setanti-fiction and maybe 
. I'm out of line, First, I vant to say that my writing of atf is 
based from an antirely different rremise than that of tho atf 
Magazine writors. I write for sewspapers--«l understand that my 
cemics are published in 650 (and translated in one or two forelen 
Janguugas + Theat makes me very hayer, I worked hard for that 
success ard I expect ما‎ continue te work hard, But the ides ia 
that I write for the world, My audience ia everybody, whether 
they're  scoíenoo mindcd or whether they're not, Therefore, I do 
not write sclente: I write sociclogy, which is the study of 
humanity, I'm vory intercated in people, I'm very Intersatsd in 
Alley Oop, who to mo 1s as much flcah ane blood aa you are, Now 
thera's a lot of me in Allcy Gop: of Gourac. Alley Oop ia the 
mar I'd like to be, 


That isn't hard to understand, but a big men couldn't draw thet 
comic strip, 1 don't have any great admiration for a lot of 
brains: I don't have any, I don't have to worry about tem; 
neither dose Oop. Ee's awful lucky, but ao ar I. I've got all 
the breska a man coulé ask for, You'll talk to no happier man 
than I, if you live to be a hundred Years old, Jut eclence 
writors--thoy work for you people, They have a prepared audiences 
and they give you straight  scionco, Ifd Like to, but 1t just 
dccsn't work. 


Now about this moon  story---I have wanted to draw a story, an 
lrter:lanet&ry story for a long time, You people would accept it 
because yor know all these ramifications and what makes a liner 
go Crom here to Alpha Centauri, or some such impossible place, 
but my reuders con't, But thanks to the Army and White Ganda 
Proving Grounds, they finally rorularized rocket propulsion. 3o 
ft wssn't too hard for mo to build this story up, use a booster 
and carry their om: landing gear and show how they could carry 
enough Creel to the moon to got off, So we mt thess two bozos of 
mine in a tin tan and shot it to the moon. 


But then another problem arose. It's alright to takes them up to 
the moun, bub even you and I in cur most fontusti¢c moments know 
that thoro ia no life on the moon. We don't really know It, but 
we have very good reason to believe tt. Sû to make their atay on 
the moon more palatable, why not use those flying saucers that 
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bad averyons upset end have them as scout planes from the planet 
Yenua? Zt worked out, and everybody thought it was swell, I waa 
a little afraid to come dawn here, because T thought you might 
clip my ۰ 


Bat anyway that's how it worked, Wow this ia the first story my 
hero has nevor carried “wis axe. Hels always coms out pretty well 
on top---when he had the axe, But ho didr't carry it with him 
tnis tite, so Just remember when you start resding about poor 
Alley Oop ir the next twa or throe wooks, or maybe soonor-i den" t 
renersor just coXactly wnat the ٣ چم مہ‎ Cates ara now--the old boy 
hasn't got hls axe. 


That just ebout covers tbe subject of Alley Oop. Mow let's go 
back to stt. 


I'm particularly upset about certain st? artists, T'm very glad 
to see this beautiful display of illustrations and rover designs. 
There 1sr't ons of tkess boys that can't draw better ln his sleop 
than I can wide awake and cold sober, I have no quarrel with the 
insida thluatretiona. I think theytre wonderful. Some of them 
are absolutely classics. But my complaint is with the covers of 
‚your wepegines, We hayo four ta ilustrate, or five, and thoy'ra 
perfect jewels of artistic technique, They ure pretty, They're 
henntifully done, But I wouldn't bo caught dond with a magazine 
that lookod like that! 


Woll, I got that gripe off my shoulders. 


Now you know I do read a lot of this stuff, Some of the atuff I 
go through pretty fast because I don't like some of it and then 
again 31112 strike a story that's really got something to it and 
I'll steal all tha gimmicka I tan from 1t, But you nov, when 
I read them = don't want to hide mysal? in my bedroom, My wife 
knows I read the stuff and ahe doesn't pay any attention to It. 
You know what sho roads" Sho roads dotective stories, You Know, 
you can read a detective story ona club aar or somewhere elso 
and nobody thinks anything about it, but any goon that resda that 
stuff, thay say, "Look at that! Hels ۳ 


Kom there's nothing wrong with those illustrations. It isn't the 
fact that the illustrationa are bed; it's the fact that they're 
not artiatic, And it's the fact that the rest of the public 
thinks wetre ۵ 


Well, that's about all, folks. 1 could go on here and talk a tong 
time, but In eeaneluaion, T want to tell yon that Tt's been a lot 
or fun, It's been a revelation to me, I've been a newanspermans 
I've boen a e¢amera man, and I've covered conventisns from ccnsat 
to coast and borger to border, and I hate cernventiona. ] think 
-they're a pein in the neck. The thing that thoy do nt moat enn- 
ventions anyway is get about Falf-slepping tight. But this is the 
first convention I have beer to In m fourty-2ajno and ono hal? 
۲:9 ۳۶۸ voluntarily.  I'wa pat to got out of here at eleven o'elock 
fonight and thank you fer being a swell audienca. 


Apr. 13, 1950 
Dear Doni- 
Heh? Heh! Just got your letter today. 


No can do on the resonstrustion of what you so flatteringly 
call my "speech" at the Cinvention, Ac you ought to romomber, it 
weantt a spoocehi since I didn't know I was on for ons ard didn't 
heave anything prevarod, it was strictly off ihs curl, anc I reve 
not the fogriest notion wnat I telked about. I don't even know 
whether or not it scunüed dike anything at tae tine--but just ber 
tween you and me, F'n tiekled nink thet the wire broke, Kehf eh! 


I have shuddered many times at the idea that some of that 
"speech" might be played buck at me some time; and I chortle with 
gles, Hek! Hahî ; 


hiv vary bast to Len and Stan and Rov, ss well as some for 
yourself, 3 


Sinterely"==-- 


ge ای‎ 


۲ - 
do vt 


Eu, Smith, Ph. D. 


۳ 
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"Ledi*s and Gentlemen, it is indesd a 

very great plosaure for má to ba hare on ۳ 
tnis platform و اوه‎ I'd like to say » 

rigat now that ona of my childhood dre- 

um; haa baen broeketecseesFou are not all 

Sowboys and Inüians, I hayentt any act 

apeech at vll; because I think you would f e. 

lika tn hear ð lot nbout Stf,. in Rritein 

and later on you'll probably like te ask HS 
mè some quaationa about British Stf. ۶ E 
will ba only too happy tc nnsror thom. bv cs 4. 


Haver singe I nrrivod in Rew York, Die ie o md 
fora I oven mot nahor, tho hnapitnlity wor. nsi 
of your country has hit mc greater thun 1070 BB mir ge: 
I can ronliy oxpraca. I don't think I ۰ eb dr ا‎ ei 
sen aver rucollest gclog beford nós ۵ء‎ eia t4 au ^ 
kinánnsa, @ arracity, nnd friandehip nx- 
teonácd potuesn our tuo aountriau. And I 
know: fnr & ıcaz time I had piric] ox- 
poricnos with ansrieen soldiers in Mure 
ope; of the friondlinoas of tho Amnrictn 
people وت‎ a holga 


"It's vory appropinto, I think, thet Cineinnati and oy vislt to your country 
ذ قاعحاتت‎ in respsot to tno Inat that sight months during tha last war, I was 
وخ ایام‎ to thas l68th Hezimontoi Combat Team of tho U, B, arny: walch was 
mainly Netion:] Guardsmen from Ohio; and I formed some vory rite friendships 
during tho aight months, ac, to como tp Ohio on my first trig to tha Unitad 
Stataa, 13 u.a mach 5 privuleus as it 13-0. piocsuro, 


"In Greet Britain, vo have 4 est up vary much tho sume na you havo horn, .If I 
Bay bhab votra just a bunch cf یلع‎ gonads, the game as you art, you know how 
We Ora, Ja have n conalädnrebly difforcnt got up than you have bnoesuso wc ۶ 
a fur amallar soustry; and coómmunicntions aro a lot fnater, with people boing 
able to vizit ouch othoy much angisr. Tho nnturol tondonoy is for London, tho 
Capital, to take the lead in British Fandom: ond, we hera built up, In tna 
last tro youra, ^A very conalacrable fan +#thêr lng which has non ben cnllod 
"Tho Lundon Girsle’. But; from what I'a sach hora in Cincinnati tho last tub 
موجہ‎  tanrB's no great differenes -Ectwoon the Fung in London and the fens in 
Cincinnsti¢ or soy other city in amoriocn, 


"The bush eoteers avery DPhursday ovening in Whitehorse DBarern....eaeethiah ia 
teginning to gat s ropatation; oven ameng nowspapormcn. Evorything fron poli- 
tics down to, inst, bat, not least, Solenes Fiction, lia Kicked around in odd 
eórncfa; ant ovaryoody hus o good time. Honsvor, va hrvo ono groat 7ء‎ 
thich is very noticublo to me, Hero, 1 Eee meny Ertional fan groups; whon, in 
Britein, wo havo rsally only one fun group. Aithoush, the British  Füntusg 


oe 

Sochoaty ia nominally ip calatemee, in natunl practios, Lt isn't lDunstionlng; 
boasted, evar tha last two yoars, ivarybody sho has hei an oxooutivo position 
hia Tor onc اج‎ cr another shifted tho balances of Ble titular job to monte 
body olus, Thong, thort hug been a constant shift of? tha gshoalders of onc 
pezeon onto thc ahonldors cf umether; until resliy, tho Sboloty lat funct- 
ioninz as it una nopo it would, 


"Now, going bask conasldnrnbly sorlicry bofors the car, in 738 and '39 wo had n 
very strong, active fan group in the 3tf, desoeintion, This was mninly garp- 
jed on by B or 39 fang in Londen, who did all the work; Tory similarly to nost 
fin groups Iro mot, whoro 2 number did the majority of the work. During tho 
wr, this was clognd; nnd thure waa no Stf group In Rritnin, & nome vory voli 
known to you, Mike HoBonblocm, mrnazod to cerry ony in somo amull mannor, sith 
the fon ج61 ۵۵ن‎ fona In Gront Britsin, 


"This, is vhore I would liko to, personally, iva the thanks of averybody in 
Grant Britnin te nll of you good people An Americe, Tor the anbounding holp 
and nysiatangs you gaye to Britain, during the var, in tho fantasy lino, In- 
dlvidiilly, X eannot thenk uny of you; boconuso, ao mary of you cast Bundles to 
Britain at n time then 36iorer Fiction was almost dead in our countrys Those 
عمج دنر‎ rhieh dcma in from thc tlg mass In meric Fandom, and tho anll 
hums, too, the odd migazines thet wore acnt; ALL of thom, cach ono, voro vary 
äcaply Appreeintod, Although the Britishor's ohturel tondonsy is not to got 
excited, and to bc profesas in hic thanks, I rauliy can casuro you that we did 
appraeiate tnos gifts. I only wish that sumotime ua could rooiprocate on the 
deals which you have fiver us nvor auth u long period. 


"Esfera Y pot off the thanks, I vould dien to aay, now, that I poresmully am 
a@rotefal [or the Big Pina Funds chich was, ut lonst sponaurcü by Forrio Aiokor- 
man on my behalf, in ths: deac run. iithough it wasn't intendod that f should 
enmt, to nvyeryboiy whe denatad gomething tc that fund, I would like to say 
thank you, . 1 wowla thank Forrie ackerman, also, for his support; and to Al- 
Troà 9. Prime, Lleyo à, Gshbuch, and „il the people I'm etustantly ia touch by 
suil in r various number cf busincus vonturss in 817, — Zvorycáa of them nas 
contribatac to soma anell purt of my trip; enn I Acnply upprociats that, 


"Ifi bike tc go On, nou, discussing S-F in Britain, m upposaQü to Fendom, 


"ung hawo n vary similar eat up in tho professionel publishing werld to our own 
Fen world. It differs oriiroly, 1 think, to your country; mainly bocunsa wa 
havo no bis publishing sompunios sponsoring 3tf, is most of you know, re hove 
bacon foreaó te sponsor dt ouruclvas. after many belated artzupte by publish- 
ine هو ماعط‎ In Britain with money behind thon; but, without tho grains for tho 
apesinligation of knowing whet tq dc, Wo eventually pbout A yonr age, got to 
Esther and doci&oi that if we pooled nil our brnina am. rosdarans, vo should 
be &blo to produce at lenst ono Stf. mas lie which would no ennparable, in 
Great Britain, to vhat Fou are nü6custonsd tc in America, sony cf you havo nog 
B23n thc 4th daeuc of KEY VDRILDO; whioh I parscnally dia nct like, but which 
has resabyed 2 certain smeant of praises from mny Cirsetlons, A groat dcul of 
praise, much to my aurprive, camo fron Amurios; wanre I shoald hava imnpgined 
wur meearine would ba torn to shreda, Therata acmething about it which has 
render npponl over here, I think that all of you sill bogin to nnjoy tho maxt 
ielo; which is starting tc shape up more noar tha mark ‘whieh I crigiasily 
would Bevo liked number one to on, : 


waowever, wo have a groat many diffieultiog in Britaln. Not only haven't wo 
the moony, cr the biz publishing houses bobini ua, vn haven't tno artists who 


a 
tan possibly erpa with the work nt 211, — Thoy just nron't used te tho modium. 
ے۸ ہ30۷7‎ artista that X have trill tut, wites work جح طط‎ been pubii;hod; but, 
wheeS work IVC acon, wore Just hopnleas,. anc na you Know, Wo haven't u graut 
many 2ithors in 5reut Britain vhe pun raully wrlto the right stuff, If my 
momory ia oorrost, I think wa only heve ebeut 9, — Unfortun.zcly, tho beot ono 
cP tam ia htt  avnilnbin tc British Stf., nlipough hu woula be; and that ia 
Eric Frink Busscll, brie ia c vory slow writer and he sontonde tant he connot 
wzita ancush for tho nmovicnn market: vith what time is at his dispconl, $0, 
ho gamot proáuso anything for the british m-rket ot tho soanmt,. Of the raat 
ot ths authors, cite t for cf thom hivn erushai into tho Amecricun market rà- 
gently. und I have tenn uble to obtein gaite = fon geci Nau &hien just missed 
being publishoi ovor hare for CAG resson or another, but which mit mo, as an 
ailtor, to publish in NEW "CBID3,. 


"I anve BOvery happy foclire thet, from mmber five WY VCRIBS io really soing 
to bzecme scrsthine= in Britain, Wa have certainly miin the Armin with number, 
feur; it'o nearly eslA out, an? financially, tat magazine is û autsesa. Filth 
numb2p five, the wholesnlers who ser tho sivunoe procfs of the cover, all im 
mecietaly uppal thair ariora by 50g, Soe yee can نود مب خر‎ marınene thet tha 
noxt lusuc will bo ovsruall by the time it is on the stands, That issu will 
tc publishe? by the end of this month; or, very probably hy the week I get hack 
hoa. It's an inorossc in cieht pugas, whith brings us up to 98, The artecrk 
hos base isnt hy tes artista, ono ontircly nov to 5tf, and by nn 513 friom) of 
ours, Hurry Turner, whem gc meny people requasted ratari to tno Piclc, that ha 
sventuuily agrees to acme buck and try wong, Now,bis work hus changed sonaid- 
arubly aver the oars. uring the war, Harry waa sway in Imlin with the Royal 
Air Forec, ant ho spont mest cf his spero time oing cartoon work. His fnntasy 
werk haus not oxactly auffersi through Going aartoon work, bat It has changeit 
and tac بت معطء‎ cro vory gorksd in Hie work which is coming eit in FB? UORLDS. 


۸1 found it vary Liffieult tc fini now artista who coula be molds] to the med- 
ium, Glethisr,yzwheas cover you süw today, has dont Bü) iIntariors for thé naxt 
jogues and I think v2 rcally heva a fin! in him, Unfortunctoly, BAO Television 
13 aftor hie for sccnic batkercuns paintings an! thoro!a à streng possibillty 
that If hu gotas tic. up «ith thea,wo shan't see much cf hin, Tho troable with 
ug ig tha amne ag over hore; a8 sCin 56 & min gota goil, ho gets mora manüy dc 
ing sumothinz alas, and than you loge him, 


"Eat, Cwo'ro really trying very ford te ostanlish Sclonoec Fiction in Enyrlani. 


"How, while I'm discussing cthor pocplo,1 woull really Liko to talk to you for 
n fm minutes kbout Walter Gillings, who 14 unicubtoily tna greatest Selonen— 
Fietinniet in Groat Britain, winter abei  havo bora ovor with ug on thia 
platform tonight mit when Januery caga arcum ur' tha tickets fer the trip hed 
t2 bo peaked, Uolter was axpecting to chingo his job from an sålitor beck tc 
Fisct 3trent, where hr ronlly bolongd, am. ha held ap ca iacicing whethor te 
@ome, st lsat ho tccK the jcb in Fleet Stront which whe offered to bin, and 
that cut off hig time so hn lefiinltelg aoalin't cono over with mo, HG 18ہ‎ 
throuzh ma hi3 most hourtfolt wishas tt you all for the erent support you hava 
givon him in FANTACY RVI. I Know, poraontlly, that he's hai & tough rem te 
how with thet favaging thich is, i:nout doubt, tha host in the field, Meta 
bos sapportai by a munber of ug in Iendon who, boeing professicnal bowksallora 
ern effer to plage odvortlegteonts with him; anû that has boon his buckbono, 


"He ranily ocode subaoriptionas;  uleartisenonts need subscriptions, othoruise 
they fall ie und tho nivortigor dacióna to pull his ai, cut. Watra golne te 


[3 
tery ti set a canpoizn soing shortly so we otn ace more ceplea of F.EKTAOY RAVIEW 
in this country. wualtar's changing the aot up cf thet masasina considerabLly¢; 
halo nite tû turn it tewarda & dieeat of ولتت‎ articles, seni-aciontifia artig- 
las, ang gularesg the rüuder appel, — And I think thot vory souk, probably in- 
چاه‎ amither gia montis, hla mazagire gun be pluced cn Any nowatond cnywhoro 
and scil. Therdta no doubt about it thet that mosazing has dome mor? in اھت دی‎ 
Britain for Gtf, than anything olas, It's ronchirk ù far wmiüor pubilo than lt 
awer did bolere: tau beck revita cuvered in it ura brinvine book urders in 
botter Thin ston the aavertheowments aro doing. 


"So, I war pornonally vory disappolntod that walter couldn't bo hore this evan- 
ing:  becnugo he coulà Fîras tne doteilod background of British Stf, evan better 
thun I can; zlthouzh, I was in it ua long ugt ou 195i. Gillinga has boen tho 
'ingpin' behind all nejor stt-mpta in our scuntyy to establish mégszino otf. 
shores I think that over tho yeara, tho ccnatunk dlssppointmente have ruthor 
embittered him, As'a had tnrsc very urfortunuto attompts ct hocoming an oditor 
the gocci ono wos TALES OF WORDEN aan assaÎ VOETE mention thc first ono, baoouusg 
that cno wea uncfilesl, ond nothing was ever publloxy Encen about it, The cute 
ema nf his first nttompta was for oncther mgazinn compeny to take his ideas 
end put their own egiter in amt publish thom, Tho &eccnd با بات ات‎ TALES OF 
VCHDBE, wae üiffloult from his point of view in sn far as ihn publishing con- 
pnny woul not finsnoa him abeve n certuln Fieura; and they &lloocntod certein 
funds frr editorial  raquiroments, but cf which Jnltor had to meko nis prcfit 
fir all thea werk put In. But, aven so, that muruzina drifted Along right th= 
rough te 1512, and ronuched 15 1 وتو‎ bafıre it waa eyentunily wached out. 


"Then, he triad again, ‘when ha got out of tho Army with another row publishing 
Hukat "nd wo ut FANTASY, se it waa guiled, in threa issues, prcbably tha bast 
magnzino wg'vo over hed, Ira like te shy right new, atriotly cff the roncrd, 
that we'd very ouch like to gut FiNWA3Y back «ith @lllings as ita aditer; and 
the pling for Kove Publieaticns oro that, given n rohacnubla break in tho next 
aix months finineloily, we shall ingarporate PANSY us it mus, inte cur com- 
pany with Giilinga ^a editor, nnd will run it in conjunttinn with We: WORLDS ng 
an alternative publication. wu hava the Opportunity of buying, fairly cheaply, 
ell the mecuscripta which he preperea fcr some lê iaguea of FANTASY. | Ecmo of 
the English authors hoya torn fortunate oncuga Lo. bay tho rights to their stor- 
ina, aná we biva acon thron or four stories in .STOUKDING within tho inst six 
months, nil cf which were due to bo publishod in Britain in FANTASY, but ware 
not, nni the publisher erented rights te ths authora, 50, Go you yoo, Walter 
Gilllngs himsotf ja the kincpln in British tf, I'm à very poor second tc him, 
probably booties I have ac many other interosta. It vos © groat dicuppointacnt 
whee I knw be cedldn't cone cver nero, 


"36. on his bebelf, I oxproua his thunity and hia good &iahós to all of ycu for 
tas futuro, 


"Now. tc chases the gublest a littlo, is tharo usy quostion nnybody would Like 
tu ask me f 


Ed, noto: à quosSticn and ansor pûriud followed, titî acno nf the answers being 
Egivon below. Tho quosticns oan be doducod from .thoso, 


rotos for NE! WORLDS nre $4.50 for 4 lgyautue Tho prise cn FANTASY pi-‏ 6ی 
‘Via" has bagn changed very racontly when Gillinga upped his price und weat into‏ 
nünrt^rly,‏ & 


echo gusation of British fans having difficulzy in obtnining american mage. 


is n very gered one, {nits recently, the altuntion cheneed in nar fovor. dd 
until recantly, wê couldn't plece any subscription in anetaor country. They 
wero strictly forbidden; nnd the fing had to rosort to swapping mnsezinos, or 
rolyins upon charity, and thet obarlty £a û vary touch one, MACH as 49 cpproo- 
Inte $4, tħares nepdles tahoe wht wavedntbh rather map tr pas BF give hair 
whirts just to wot Sif, rather thao accopl it au a gift, But, a few months ago 
the hznt wee off, for sono unknown rason, und ve have new disceyamd that a 
Tun in Énzland, if he gece to the post offico smi npplisg for an international 
Monny Order Form, cnn now taka out n subscription for ono magenzina for ono yoar 
and it's okay. He cun ulat go to his bank and gut thub samo Form.. Wa nre now 
publicizing that fest ta 41) tho fang in Britain, ےج‎ wa are not expariensins 
the difficulty which we hod à yoar aro, 


renhe qüostion of whcthor you can supply British fina with magaaincs la ono 
shich la casily ے ق۲ سواصہ:‎ One of sur graatost azponents of Stf, 16 tho vory 
well known fan nüaaaod Captain Hon Slater, who is now realding in Gsrmany with 
his wifo; and she ulg sonds you hig vary bout wiches, Kun Slator wrote mo bo- 
fora I left, and wid thut if unyone in America wanted to swap magazinss with 
him, or books or anything, ba vould ba only toa plocsod to tuka guro of thun, 
I'll be only too ploased to give you his addreus and you can write to him, Ha 
hia probably thn larenst collcetion for the activa fans in the country, and he 
jast can't get onough zmnznzinca to go around, iy exporionco us a book 252103 پ‎ 
ls thot 154 of thom buy bopku, ond gå ef thom buy و جاح تمد‎ 


seein hoe wany nativo fans thnro arn in Grent Britain is liko saying hou 
many activa frna thcro ard in tha United jthttg. I belinye thera wnr savorol 
hundred حمددم‎ on the zist I brought to Poea Fordy and, to my knoylüdza, thera 
TB if lesst rnothor hundred or two who actually rond Stf., Howsver, wG cnn 
Start a very long debate on what an active frn ia. If you moan tho fan who at- 
tards à ragoler moytinz, cr drops in nt a macting oconalonnlly, tasre aren't 
more taus B2 in Londen, smd control arch, Thore aro quite n few more further 
north, but thoy just santt sot down, But, if you call an native fan a render 
who writes to others, tnut numbar riana congidernbly and there are probably 4 
or 5 hundrod,. From the chocks that ۲ ۲۲ porsomlly been uble to maxo, thara 
must b» at loast 60,090 ronfory of mazugins Solance Fiction in Britain. Mow, I 
Torkad thnt on a check of the solos of ASTOVNDING British Roprinte |I Know what 
their selaa fisures oro} and if we reokon thst et lenet ت‎ othar ponpio rand tha 
sume nugazine, thut pata it up cenulderabiy higher still, That situally hos 
begn the basis of our policy, If n British reprint of on imerioan nucizine oan 
pell 20-30,020 coples nt 20¢, thera must ug e wide appeal for s british ans. 
with nm Btuff in it, of thirty-cdd centu, 


would be the result of selling è lares quantity of British mes. in‏ وا ی 
Hor, the ygasution iu an awkward ono; bocnuss; wo cannot sompete with‏ تج( تن اند 
Wa can't‏ مھ منص مہہ publishing‏ ودره th» vaat réaouroüa of the  &moricrnn‏ 
have = and à color covers, 48 Haven't tho paper for u 100 pHo magasine,. Wo‏ - 
ratuer inboresbing ataotlgb-‏ ے tint oven compote in price, But, I gan siv» you‏ 
le on WE. .ORLD3 with s bookgelicr in Raw York, sa yo. x^. the smgusine is‏ 
bora, He took 20 copies to try it-—----ruetho: $. Ho Fain't had‏ لکش sollinz for‏ 
hrs, when hé sont on uirmail lett or fot ünotaer 20. — Ho‏ لے them for mûrê than‏ 
Bed the goceni 20 a woak «hen he sent another  nirmei? laftar Pr aruthar 20,‏ 
arkıd 38 fer crathar 20,‏ نت which brought him uo to GO, and soon efter that,‏ 
قاتا which made him Û eopios. How, BO copio: cf e Sritian macaclre at Jaf‏ 


ubevt half the e's. cf a Sed American teraziye, ne یه و‎ rond asacaling. I 
still sen't un&oravucnhnaü 15. Decola he ای‎ t haw sea t+ 55 Dnus lun Yes York 
all passing through nis stpogt doors Eu bos لداع‎ sequently glacod an aorezer for 


109 of tho noxt lugag. Tret'a roally going song fur just poo یذ هت‎ store or 


5 
bows chop, to BG ablo to sold a 100 copios of Oxo grisish magazins .wnleh te 
considerably higntr prionà tüdm most imoriann mage Zins « Watre vary intoreatad 
in tha outeome oi further éxpüriments in the Américun magasina field, ite hava 


`°. &pprotz&ed the Intornationsl Kewa Ghi, who ara nno of tho largost magngzine dist 


ribators in &morice, and wo ura not propared to offer them bho diasount thay 
would like; and odhsaquently, . thoy arc nct propared to مدا‎ any copies ot cil, 
Tirr? are a pumbar of dealers in America who ora handling copite. FPOI of L,À, 
are heniling „a fnirly larga qu:ntity te tho waatorn agiuboard of kmoricn, but 
they rro distributing to book shops, & number of individual book dorlera nra 
tnking 50-100 acplss, or guybe in smwllor yuentitias, At the moment, tha whele 
of your susatlen is in the experimental stugt a Tf aomoona enm up ond anid; 
۰1*11 tnkn 5,000 cOplosg,'. VE wouldn't refuse him; Anyeoy. | 


aval. ا‎ -ORLDS lz not considered: a high priced magazinn in Enziond, to answar 
your wusation,. It's an averuve prisc. Anm publication which camo out Z mon- 
tha مود‎ in tha Detective-Mystery flold, rather shop the whols trade,  bacsuso 
it did not conferm to sny tradition. It's culled a STEHT Leagi, 1t sella at 
نا‎ Which ia way aloo anything sola in Britains It hos little sümeo cute In- 
elda, ani it is bout tha thieknass of ono of your thicker pocket books, but 
mush larger in.sisea. That's an nxbeorlüent which ia being zurrisd out by one of 
tac very lurge publiehing hougna, Pn M وت‎ S)-354- is تی‎ ara keene ‘for 
£ British saguzino, - m وو‎ APR es. vu ah 


pot ax to‏ . به 


۲ red. dont hithe hie, ee thouses in Britain pish 3 اس ڑا‎ i That" bn dug- 
tion Karen bean naging thom for ZU youra, وس‎ Ll còsti ro&ily give you the &r- 
HERCI a n T think toit the truth behind it 8 faut Prituimis 0-5 bg mugazing 
fublishipe aduPtey. Mans. tint ure, urs leaning mors end mórG-toward the fivo 
| &nà ten gant pizturo uw ij ‘ng, gether han fletion و فد هه‎ In Sagt yon 
* probubiy, be very grontly surprised to soe any largo. b20 ka tind or n-wdtall iz 
London,.. to soa the very shh. perceantigs of masnaings, una by mugagines I mewn 
fiction nz AFA Thoy"re-in & llttla tiny sornar; wall, you probably would 
navar 290 that. Tho pig pubsishere do not atnsider Fiction z prefitamking ord 
to u busingss whan they maka far mora solling 300,000 copiea of a picture 
mesezins te women, or n picture migiEina an gonaral' topica. Of Fiction وا‎ 
wo have x che : 


„dF TERY قاط تلالد‎ published unuauel fiction. wa wore vary mach hopirg in 
London, thet they wore goias to take up waird and fnatnsy. Their first isaua, 
WHich bed mcny tig mmie in tue Erzllah Pictien «world, tna trend wna toward tho 
off-trail weirdz, Subsaquently, some frionda of mins who thoweht they were go- 
ing to get in cn it, founi eut tnnt the whola policy of the magazino was chang- 
ea after the first issue, ami troy are going to avlteh to datactive stcrias, 
30, another hepa for ے‎ Sritiah wcirü, or off-trail fantasy وه‎ wos eruskel 
Blmest befere it started, 


porscnal rsüction te the Penguin Goa bringing out na antholowy of Stf,‏ ار یه 
nO,‏ 13 


"If thera arc no more suestiong, this will soncluds what I have to Shy, hare 
today. 


Onurlic Tancar; "Theyk you Ted, and I hape somotaing unferceon happons and you 
aro Desk with us nuxt your. ` 
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FANS HAVE INFLUENCE 


ARTHUR J BURKS 


spent the last atx years practiesily outside the busi-‏ '؟ 
nese of writing; selence fiction or anything elas. I've had a‏ 
little Job doing a retread jeb I n the service, I've spent the‏ 
last seizhteen Manda out of the last two yeare in tentrail Brazil,‏ 
and eu l'm pretty much out of touch.‏ 


That's the resaon I'm here; to try to find out. 


Now, cne cf the reasone I went to Brazil was to try to find 
old, ancient cities. Nobody down there ever heard of any of 
then. Colonel Lindberzh 1s supposed to have agen ruing back in 
the Jungle someplace. Jolonel Fercy Fuweett) has been lost since 
1922, Shen I firat went down t vo Brazil two years ago, he had 
Just been found in two places at the sare tine a thousand niisa 
apart. 


found all the cities. às soon aa we find Teroy Faw-‏ ہ۶ ج< 
gett, I'11 nave annetsing to tell you sbout then. — i didn't eo‏ 
down there locking for hin, but every writer wna has gone 1‏ 
there has, They Have bunted for him in the burs of the coast‏ 
@itles. He is Lost sonerhere in the Watte Grosso.‏ 

I Went that far, anyway, I became a liħile Glayouraged. I 
took my wife along with me and phe walked me io death every Gay. 
So i got t o thinking that this Amazon tusinans ig neb all it's 
eracked un to be. You read a lot cf books walnut toe ^caiton and 
about the long snakes and about the alligaunsz and about 221 the 
stuff that falls in your hair, i didn't ‘tnd ary or that. £T 
went a lot o f places Americans hadn't gone---my wife was the 
first white woman in lots of them---and there just wasn't muah of 
anything to 1t. 


and we dicn't firda any ruined cities except those built by 
the Fortuguesa 250 or 390 years ago, 


So I Gida'+ particularly prenars snytzing on it, but I did 
want to say one or two things to you which I think will be = int 
eloger to your heart, DbDoyause I'd much rather iisten to you peo- 
tle. 1*12 tell you why in just a moment. 


Hr, Smith here mentioned that we didn't know anything, but I 
know one thing that fans ought to know. I wonder if any of you 
realize how aatually mueh authority you carry in thie business of 
Science Fiction? I ean tell you frot pereonsl exnertence thai I 
have heen in ard aut of magazines on acecunt of three letters. 


7 was telling seme of the boys at lunch today---not on sel- 
ence fiction ard other sorts of things---how I lost ona seriss 
which Ans paying my rent Just because a publisher happened to ase 


اب 


a kid on a bran reading one of nis magazines. He said, "Son, how 
do you like that magazine?" 


The bey sald, "t itke jt fins, but," he said, "this thing i 
just read I don't like," 


Unfortunestcly, 1t was my story, 


S0 what hansens? The nunlisher gocs back to his office and 
he kiila thle BrtPiaB,. 3c I have to change the muy'e name and 
start all over agsin. 

You have & great deal o f power in the pulo paper ۵1 1 068 
eanecisliy in thia pseudo eaclence businesp, if you uae it. Wow I 
natieed something l| n your comments up here today about how you 
have a comuitthee. I sunvose it's Bomething Like au exe cutive 

entimithesr. Well, 1F those fellows really bear down, if you've 
got rFomeboiy that works and you follow mut what they fina to ba a 
pretty zond 105, you aan really exereiae tais authority. 


Now, f'y speaking fram three different kirda of jobs I've 
Heid jn ry time walek makes me a pretty socd science Tan, toc, 
۲85185 it 8ج !و‎ me taree necks to stick cut. for five yearB, I 
headed a writer's gronn. For tag oe I waa the vice rreatídert 
and Tor three years I was the president I had an executive aom- 
mittes anā, boy, they ware goad in teil ir ده‎ me Anat to do. Ther 
were alwıya nuround, but never to do anything, That's one thing 
that your executive ecmmittes „nd your president must take in 
their astride; that's the way people are and tf you all had ta de- 
mda things, you'd never get anything done ag you realise when 
you start to do it, 


Three peonle are an awful lot to get to docile on a particu- 
lar thing and get it done. 


Don't try to do your stuff as a Tresmire group. Write a8 
irdividusie from ail over this United Ststes. You know blamed 
sell that there are a lot o f good writera coming up, a lot of 
yoursstera that have reaily got oonuelhinz on the ball; they need 
to be boosted and tbey need t o be helped to get up into covar 
names, I want to assure you that tn a eur brisf periad of time, 
the very best of them slit away: you cun t invent stories every 
day of your life for thiray years and get away with i5, 


‚Believe me; 1 know. I'm just twenty-nine yeara at it. 
That's kow olos. 


If you has Some way of keeping In sontact with cne another 
and you really wrote letters to your mazasinas---not a3 a Eroup, 
but as indiviéyals-+-you conid rrastically dictate the contents 
of mugzzines, brelleve it or net. 


I want to gwitch around a itttle bit. There wig one man wno 
wanted very much to come here, We planned unti? a couple of days 
5.5 „ "Un was invited; Zane Lafayette. He Writes For Johr -نزاااث‎ 
۲611 The only thing wan, he ¢euldn't come without bringing Ren 
Hubbard, who dlen't get an. invitation, But Ron was ning to come 
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along with him anyhow since they're practically inseparable. 


the only difficulty is that Ran had to go to the hospital in 
Bethesda yoaterday or tee day before for a checkup. He got pret- 
ty badly ehot ut during the war; how {t'a affected his fiction, I 
don't know, That's someting you'll have to deside. He had to 
go down to find out whether he'll draw à pension or whether he'il 
have to go on Writing tata stuff and take you fellows’ rough 
stuff in the zagazines all the time, 


I'm not selire te wait for a question period or anything of 
that kind. I'm going to call it short because I would like to 
hear fram vou popie and “now mere about what makes you tick, 


relieve me, it's very necessary that I know that, because 
when I xnow what makes you tick, I can continue to make a Liv- 
ing, Which I'd like to do, if you don'* mind. 





FRITZ LEIBER 


I fisure that I'm just supposod te talk until you get quieto& down for tho Bus- 
iness Sssgsion; 69 sa soon as I ues that everybody is fast aslasp, why then I'll 
gut it shorts f 


Hai, shen I first heard that I was going to speak, I thought it was going to be 
the first day amd T Tloured thet I'd be subbing for Rebert Bloch, Mor, to hove 
mc eubbing for Bloch is just about as if you thought you ware going to û epeb- 
lol performance of Charlie Chaplin and out oa the stage stopped Herbert Hoover, 
So, I son't meke iny efforta ln that direction, thiugh ns far as Bloch is son- 
cornad, mesine him, I think that in commemoration and in honor of him I renl~ 
ly ought to ask you oll to rise and stand for one minute on your honda. I know 
ho'd lira that, Eovovor, since wotre aupposod to bo quiot, E wontt pull that, 


Along with the Horbort Hoover idea, lt cceurs to me that every cenvontien, 
avery Macting, hea to havo a perapan sonschero. Somebody vith û littlo e:rlona 
ra3minder. Even Congreas, l'undur&Btnnd, koopa & couple of gertlemen with their 
collurs turned srennd to ary a few worda now and thon. Along with that linc, I 
think tant this „ill quiot you festey tran almost anything eles would, 1*0 lim” 
to bring up this ona point: hero's tha fact that St. ie gatertaionont and wo 
get a great kick out of 1t all the time, Thore is one sida, htweror, on this 
is almost, I'd any, 2 responsibility that tha poopla tho roud, writa, ocd pub- 
lish Setance Fiction do fcelessaeseen 


und that's this; Soionoo, ani tha ideas about lifo that have coma out of scion- 
eB, aro not particularly weicoms throughout the world, Human beings are cult- 
urc-bound, They havo beta culture-bound for canturios; fer well, sa far back 
ad you want to po in tha avolutionıry proness, Thay find it difficult to lack 
boyond the wells cf thoir ovn habits, the customs thoy’ vo bean brought up te, 
and that hes 5 profounc atfact on tha world today. L vory profound snd soro- 
times very dangaroug cGffoci. I was looking up ame of ths things recently, 
Stuart Chase, the Gemanticlat, has bean doing lotnly, — nni ono of thom is thot 
ha has toon making n popular study, though ^ vory thorough gòls one, of the 
work thata being dono in &nthropology todsy, One of tha bie jobs thayfro cn, 
is galled Tha Ürcss Indsx of Cultural Trolts, I bolisve that it'a aot upat 
Yuló, but there are poopla working on it threugkout the country and throughout 
the world. The idea there is to find, am atata, tha oistoms and habits of 
avery se parcite culture thet exista in the world toduy c “ae nxigtod; withthe 
idan of finding owt whot's common botwoon those culturós, so thare will ba somo 
ican whut cen bo built on in making some typo of ong-korlü govornmnont or fodore 
ation in tho futuro. For instanca, ons of thi things that's bean pointad out 
la that it'a found practicrlly overyeheroa govornmont zrous nit of tho Tara“ 
ing committoga. In othar worda, the powor bohind tho govermmant, right from tho 
start, is ganaárelly tha ser meklng pogr., Thora nro موم‎ llke that, that huwo 
acm: very intorasting suggestions to thom. 


Now ths point I want to mike, howevor, is that Oac was pointing out how ault- 
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uro-houn; vo sll nra; how unable we are te look over fro fonoo at the othar 
falles's hnbite and suatema of ilfs, without oriticigicg thom of failing to un 
daratundi. He waa pointing out that the iden of culturn-tinzing was prebebly 
tho most inportant iden whore war ani paseo nro conterned in the world today, 
end, ha wma saying, thet he didn't think thoro wos ore mjor otoategmon in tha 
world who hed 4 clonar äna of this aoncept. Statesmen don't have tims to gat à 
background yet, on tho chole, Neither does tha publie ut larga. Evon the soi- 
antists themaclyes, aro ilkoly to some from highly ccnasrvative, even narrow 
tiindad heme backerounds which makas tham—-although aclontifle principles influ. 
ances their lives -—havc a hurd time; their whole personalities aren't primila, 
They're apt to bo tolarant, und understinding, and farsusing in thelr own homo 
field; but father projaileai In cthor fields, I do think that seirnes and tha 
fang cun play a port—«ethot's uhore Soioncé Fiction comes in. AB G group, thoy 
are people who have accepted seienee, who have triad to buila thelr lins and 
beliefs ve some cxtont Ground aclonca. There aro exceptions, of course, but I 
think on tho wnol3 that san bo stertad, Thet puta rli of us into a littlo mora 
rnapensibla posltlon then it scums on tho surface, Wè hoyo s chanot to help 
people of our tines with tho npplicaitior of sciones to Social and Political 
Provlams throughout tha world: nni ta show tho necû of running our lives rni 
pur enüntrios 'ccorling to tho findings of the Secislologiets ond  hnthropoloz- 
ists, natong of ascorling to inherited preju2icos, Wo have e chance to put in 
تجوج. و‎ word for sclonga----e1l of as. ` 


Ixus just writing & book raviau, recently, of thit anthology THE BEST STP, 
STORIES —1949: and it occusni to me in re-randing those estorias that thr mnujor—- 
‘ty of them aro Suparmaon stories, Ther it opcuro] to ma further that the aupor 
man iion hrs nz wider application than I over roalizod before, Thera is £ sense 
in which «ll of us sre called apen to be Suparüen tN, You can't do it in 
tha sense of tha supsr-hizh I^. Un can't do it in tha sansa of the rigorously 
and seiuntifio lly worked out treining und siselplino, Put, it ia possivle tor 
day for everyone to bo 2 Supormen in the acnea of noopting the scientific prin- 
ciplc of boing o Supórasn of Urlcratancing, Toleransc,  Vislon, Julgemant, ond 
Juatice, Those ardn't things which necessarily roquira high Ig, Fersonnily, I 
huayo never acon it provad that a high In ia roquires thore, And porsoholly, Y 
don't baliovs that n Domucracy or any cthar forn of Democratic government will 
work In the long run, unlosa overy person is to sone dogroc, a truo Superman, 
In othar wor2B, % person who tc somno degree haa gotten boyond himself, «ho can 
aga à blager pictura, uho ian't aulturs-bbpuni, uno lan't solely tha victim of 
hia hibir ana hia inborital projudices, And so, in that senao, I wrota in that 
ravia ¢hat------ voll, I hnvo to write womothing$ I boliovo that in ths 0 
of the last contury, Karl Lerx or Engels wrote somothing to tha effect that: 
"Thcro ig a spceter hauntize Europe today, the spector of Cómmnism," “roll, 
today I'd sty thst thorc la a Superman waiting at nvoryboüy's elbow, Hats ln- 
visible, ani ho's wuiting there; roaiy to bo نله‎ ۰ 


Thonx yous. 
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"ANNOUNCER: Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. - 


Did you ever read Buck Rogers? OF course you have; for at 
one time or another you've gii been interested in solence fic- 
tion. 

More than two hundred delegates are here in Gincirnrati for 
this weskend at a gathering; an the Seventh Worl) 5 = Fiotion 
Oonvention. Oonvention Ghalrman, Charles HR. مج‎ anye that the 
convention delegates are followers of the futur. یزیا‎ ab gets 
here. And he goes on to point out that the جو"‎ Lomo was actu- 
ally foreseen over twenty years ago An science fiction and that 
today, tns atomic age is a reality. 

50, at thia time T!d like to introduce to you a gentleman 
who knows much more about science fletion then you or i, I'm 
sure — of the Gnome Press, formerly connected with radio sta- 
tione in New York state, Mr. Dave Kyle. 








DAVE EYLE: Thank you, ; 
silence iiction ła a very unususl field and I know quite & 
few people know nothing at all about it, we have some celebri- 
ties here tenignt -- Jack Williamson, Fritz Lieber Jr., E. E. 
Smith, Ph. Da, Judy Merril, and E. EL. Evans; all of whom are well 
known authors of soience fiction. 
Tell se, BB our board of strategy tonight, what ihe intro- 
duction to soience fiction, of someone who knows nothing about tt 
Bhould be. 


FRITZ LIEBER JR, : I would say that the person who is interested 
n solence Iictlon today or who wants to henome intercrtod in 


acience fiotian can find any لاہ ظا ساد‎ of ways to further that ine 
terest. Boienoe fiction is An magazines of several sorts, in 
booke, and in fact, I beileve that we'll be seeing 1t In the pic- 
tures more than in the past. 


KYLE: You mean something like "Mighty Joe Young". 


Well, that belongs to the eort of imaginative literature‏ مس 
at'a called fantasy, the fairy tale for adults,‏ 


EYLE; Ah, now we have two distinct facte hore; we have science 
fioiion and we have fantasy fiction. Well, Bcience fiotion con- 
vention I guess, means that we don't think we care for fantasy 
fiction, 

What would you say, Hr. Evans? 


E, E. EVANS: No, we cars for both the soience fiction and tha 
aniaBy and also what iê known as "waira" and any of the off- 
trail writing. it is called a scicnee fiotion convention merely 
for convenience, but it takes in all four types of literature and 


"art. 
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KYLE: But of soursa this is not confined to just a masculine 
Teaderehip? 


EVANS: No, probably twenty-five percent of the readers bsiong to 
the fair sex. 


EYLE: Do you visualize more and more feminine readers, Ur.Smnith? 


Ha E. SHITH; Yes, definitely. 
I thins that anyone whe is interasted in exercising hie or 
her imagination is going to be interested In solenoe fiction and 


the other forme of fantasy. 





KYLE: Well, Mr. Williamson juas had a book published this past 
month by Simon and Schuster, What do you think of the trend 
toward "popular! esience fiction? 


JACK WILLIAMSON : It's a very pleasing trend and it seems to me 
that ap science and ite effente on everyday life becomes more and 
moro apparent, more people will become intereated in science fio- 
tion which is the projection of possibilities into future ۵ 
and otier worlds. 


ETLE: Well, I can readily follow that. All you people here ara 
representativo of authors. I'd like to take a look at the other 
fide of the pioturea; the artiste. We have over here, Hannes Eor, 
and kr. Grogsman. Hannes Bok ie & well-known, fantasy artist, 
whose pisturse many people undoubtedly recognize but whose face 
perhaps hasn't veen secn by many. 

Well, Hannes; what's your. conception of art in science fio- 
tion? 


HARNESS BOK: well, you know all art is art, whether it's in çi- 
ence Iiction or net, but it has +o make all thinge seem possible. 
Fautasy, of course, has to ba done very photographically and re- 
alistically: because to draw a Martian and do it quite modornly 
and aketohily, weil, people can't bellera it!'a quite possible. 
You do it photographically and people say &ubconsciouBly, he mist 
exiet because tais looks Like a photogreph. 


ETLE: I 66, well then, you think that there is definitely a 
chance for realism in fantasy and science fiction? 


BOE: Oh, I think fantasy is about the best of all forma of art 
because you here free rein and can do exactly as you like. . 


KYLE; Why don't you ask your compatriot there, Mr. Grossman, 
thet his idees ere on the subject? 


BOE: That's right John; whet do you plen to do with the commer- 
olal aspects of fantasy art? 


JOHN GROSSMAN : Well, I believe in trying out your imagination, 
I draw mostly just gadgets and things like that; the were moch- 
anlzed type of thing. In regard to fantasy, I like to draw ma- 
ehinery; it's more intriguing te we. That is, rather then fig- 
ures or something like that: I get a bigger kick out of it, I 
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don't care too much for fantasy because I don't know too much s- 
bout it. l 


KYLE: Ted Carnell is the editor of this new Engliph magazine, 
"Mew Worlds", He iB 2 well-known science fiction fan, active for 
many years in this sors oF thing. And for the firgat. timc, he's 
come to Amcrica to visit at this convention and weet the people 
Pith rbom he's corresponded for years. ۱ 

Kow let me turn this luterview over to & real science fic- 
tion fan eho for many yanarsa was called America's number one Tan, 
Forrest J. Ackerman. well, Mr. Ackerman, 1f you'll carry on جع‎ 
EC here, i'll step out of the picture. 


FORREST J. ACKERMAN: Thank you, Dave. 

Tel, I was just looking over that cover, You know, I've been 
reading science fiction since 1920 and of sorrse in thet tins 
Iive geen nundreds of covers on the American magazines, I think 
that's onc of the finest I've seen on either side, 


TED CARNELL: well, that's very nice to know, Ferrie, because you 
know, I don't think that it's very good really. But it!& ome- 
thing & bit different. we haven't exactly the same Bet in 
Great Britain tant you have herê, You have a very long recati of 
good magazine publiehing. England len!t euch a good migesine 
publishing country at all wherese we specialize in books -- and 
we're finding & great deal of difficulty in producing a magasina 
which will conform to the readers! tasten and yst not differ too 
greatly from the American counterpart -- and thet particular sov- 
er is one of E long line of — I should say — dinal failures. 
But ve think velre beginning to ect somewhere, Aleng the line 
that you have already blazed. 


ACKERWAN: Well, what I particularly liked about it wag that 8 
up.to tomorrow in its concept, you might say. I think 1t won't 
be jong before we'll be secing thet sort of thing in reality; 
rockets to the coor == and too, & caver like that will attract à 
higher type af renden 


GERI ELL: I vould like to say one word here, Forris, before we 
pase Away from the cover, The artist who painted it has never 
read &.Bolenoe fiction story in his life, and he's never done any 
drawing of fantasy either. But I really think he has done a good 
job. 


ACKERWAN: Wow, out in Hollywood before I left, Bob (Tucker), I 
wes talking on the phone to John Payne. I don't know now many 
people are avare that tnis well-known movie actor 15 himself a 
Science fiction fan. Ho wee telling me that he's interestad nine 
scl? in your detective book, "The Dove". Is that true? 


BOB TUCKER: Thet!s true. I understand that kr, Payne hinself 
وو ت٤ دہع‎ writes science fiction under a pen nune. 


ACERBA: I rar across him when I vas in the Arry, but I could 
net pin nim down to just whet the per naue was. 


5h 


TUCKER: He didn't want to infiuence an editor into buying hie 
Btories, so he adopted a pen name, 

Ted brought up something à moment age which strikes me as 
typical of science fiction fano. Here ars four of us who started 
out aa mere fans and each of us in our own way has worked up to 
something. Ted has become an editor, and you have in turn become 
an agent, end, I understand, & prosperous one, I branched off a 
little bit -= I'm writing detective stories now -- and this young 
man who was able to buy an original cover for forty-eight dollara 
ie the most &ucoeBBful of us all. I think that the one value of 
science fiction fans that ts seldom touched on is that quite oft- 
en it is a proving ground for the future professionals. You run 
eff the names of the professionals who started جم‎ fane; just doz- 
ene of writers, Almost, you could say, and numerous artiste, 
Yesterday they were just young fellows reading their magazines 
and turning out thelr amateur publications; today they're elther 
editing for slicks and pulps, writing for alioks and pulps, or 
selling to thom as an agent. I think that fandom is a wonderful 
proving ground from the professional sclence fiction angle. 


GARUELL: We have exactly the sane set-up in Britain where as far 
pack as ten or fifteen ysars, science fiction fans who had grown 
up with it had become nighly successful authors, Several of then 
hare recently had booke about science fiction published in mg- 
land, which is very rare; the British publisner does not really 
understand the fantasy fiction ficld from the book angie. 


EYLE: If I may neek in on this little conversation, Ur, Çar- 
nell, I unéerstood you to say that the publishers don't really 
underetand science fiction. Just oy some etrange ocincidence we 
have gatuered on the other side of the studio some representa- 
tives connected with the publishing end of scicnce fiction, 

So I'd like to shift the cawera over to our publishers, who 
are, from left to right; Lloyd Eschbach of Fantasy Press, Jim 
Ailliams of Prime Press, and delvin Eorshak of Shasta Publishers. 
Inasmuch as I'm figured in on this, I think I’il introduce Mr. 
Korenak us xo and let him take over so I can sit down. 


MELVIN XORSHAK: Okey, Dave; why don't you just take a seat and 
Jell kind of throw thia problem around a little bit. 

The publishers in this field seem to feel that we are pub- 
lishing tomorrow's fiction today, that we are putting the head“ 
lines that you'll read in the newspaper tomorrow, into book form 
at the present time. Now, just to gst some different slants on 
this, I'd like to cell the audience's attention to Mr. Eschbach 
of the Fantasy Press in Reading, Pennsylvania -- and he in turn 
vll. give you some idea of what Fantasy Press eeea in science. 
fantasy fiction and what they're doing about it. > > 


LLOYD A. ESCHBAGH: Mel, it seems to me, that as you mentioned, 
science fiction is the fiction of tomorrow being published today. 
But it's a whole lot more than that -— first of all it's good en» 
tertainnent, It's the sort of entertainment which lets the poo- 
ple escape from the present,  avnrenB thcir lmpaginations, and at 
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the geme time, gives them a vision of what modern acience can 
perhaps develop in the future, sọ that we, BB publishers of Bol» 
ence fiation in book form, are doing more than just providing en- 
tertainment, Te are actually opening the future to the general 
public. 


RORSHAX: But never let ue forget that the important fact ia en- 
téerteinment, After all, peopls are interested in entertainment 
in all mediums, and i think that our moet important job is to 
provide that entertainment. 


ESSHBACH: Well, obviously, Mel, if we don't entertain, we can't 
sll books, so entertainment value has very naturally come first, 
At the same tine I think we're providing a type of entertainment 

taat ien't found anywhere alee. : 


KORSHAK: Tell, I don't want to argue that because I'm 100% with 
you. However, we havea a number of people and it's a possibility 
that there might be other slants on the same thing. Jim, you 
have the Primo Press in Philadelphia and you have books all over 
tie country. Way don't you give. us an ides of what you feel ia 
the importance of this type of literature, 


JIM WILLIAMS: Well, we've covered the entertainment idea fairly 
well and possibly the extrapolated science of the future, and be» 
yond that, there isn't muck more. If it's a good story — it can 
be a good science fiction story, a good fantasy story, a good de= 
tactive atory — they're all published primarily for one purpose, 
and that is, to make good reading. They're not textbooks, and 
they're not supposed ta be. 


KORBHAK : fell, evan besides that, and I want you to come in on 
thie Dave, this field is unusual in publishing, in thet there ara 
a number of specialists wha are doing nothing but publishing in 
this particular line, I'd like you to comment on that, 


KYLE: As we are here roproBóntative of the specialists, we hare 
a very unusual operation in the publishing field. We're giving 
to the reading public a type of literature that's long been igs 
nored; a type that ia in demand and is certainly proving that it 
is growing in popularity every minute. Your discussion of the 
entertainment value of literature 15 & vory interesting point 

because after all, that's what literature is for, But I'm glad 
to see that Lloyd sort of eased up on the point that he made in 
Convention Hall yssterday, about enterteinment being the primary 
reason for science fiction. I might be a little toe idealistic, 
but I think thet soienos Tiction is one af the best forms of ed- 
ucation we have today. I mean that in the sense that we can pre- 
pare the people of America and the people of the world for pro- 
gress. The outstanding example of that ja of course, that in 
13 one of the science fiction magazines puclished a atory on 
the atomic bond which caused an investigation ty the FBI beanuse 
they couldn't; believe that any layman had any knowledge about the 
atomic bomb. Tell, tne fact that something like that existis ig 
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proof to me thet people as à whole are familiar with the rate of 
progrese the scientific world is reaching, I think that acimec 
fiction will be able to give to the reading public of America a 
new conception of mankind'6 progress. ` 


WILLIAWS: What you tried te express, Dave, and you did it very 
well, was that by shooting the books out and taking them so far 
in the imaginative field, aithough solentifícally there's some 
point of take off, that you prepare the people for what normally 
will come out of straight facts, i 


ESCHBACH: It may be changing the subject, Mel, but 1t may be in- 
teresting to the public to know that we too are solenos fiction 
fans == that we started out aa science fiction Fane, 


EYLE: Thet’s right. I remember when I mot Mel at the Chicon in 
1920 when I took an automobile trip across the country and back; 
I measured it by my flat tires. I had twenty-four. 


JILLIAMS: ۶ understand, Lloyd, that outside of being a publisher 
you had experience as a writer in the field in the early days, 


KYLE: Ae a matter of fact, Lloyd, aren't you the Author Guest of 
Honor at the convention? 


ESCHBACH: Yes, but that's a queer state of affairs. 


EYLE: Well, that means you're sitting on the wrong side of 
things. If the camera will move over to my right, we'll have the 
authors on whose side you really should be, 

We have Doc Smith, Dr. G. L. Barrett, E, E. Evans, and Judy 
Herril back with us again. Tell mea; you just heard the publich- 
era talk about tho publishing business. What do you take excep . 
tion to? As authors you must take exception to some of their rem 
marks a ۱ ۱ 


E. E. SHITH: I take exception to very few things that they seid, 
In fact, before we go any further with this, I would like te re 
inforoe sometaing that wee said about the way science fiction has 
anticipated actuel solentific developments. I have an autograph- 
ed book which was written by John W. Campbell, entitled "The 
Atomic Story". ` 


KYLE: By thé way, John W, Campbell ia the editar of "Astounding 
Science Fiction", . ۱ ۱ 


SHITH: Right. And his autograph, when I got that was one of the 
proudest morente of my life; because he said, "To Doo Smith, wie 
commercialized atomic energy twenty-five yoz:8 before the Hanhat- 
ten Project waa ever heard of". 


EYLE: Well, that's really something, doctor. Let me ask you 
this — what are you commercializing on now? 
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BMITH: Well, inertiaiese and special drives which ۲141 take ua 
Tough space et the rate of multiples of the apeed of light. 


EZLE! Using that measure of twenty-five yeara you used In pre~ 
üicting atomio energy, do you think we're going te have apace 
travel in the next twenty-five years? 


Sau: No -- thet in, we will have space travel in a small way. 
elileve that I will live to see the firat xacket trip to ۵ 
moon, and I hope to live to Bes the first tripe to the planets by 
wey of a Bpace dock in space, to fuel rookets which will go to 
the moon, from which they wili take off for the planets. How, as 
far as deep-epace travel iB concerned, which we as authora and 
fana have played with for at iesat twenty years, that ta not in 
the foreseeable future, because the strict application of math- 
enatioal and physical principles does not maem to permit the do 
velopment of velocities greater than the apead of light. 


EXLE: Well, that's really a fascinating thing, I'm sure, to our 
Audience. To me it doesn!t sound out of thie world at all, al- 
though 1t may be, by a few million miles. 


DR. CO. Lh. BEREIT: Dave, you'd better correct one thing, I'm a 
eollsotor, not en author, 


KYLE: I wag just going to get to that, I'm afraid I got carried 
away listening to Doc Bmith, 


BEREITS You're go used to sulogizing him ag "Bkylerk* Smith 
at you tried to Include mg in tha same category. 


KILE: That's right, Doc Barrett, you represent the opposite 
pide, 


BARRETT: we're the renk and file; the onem vho pre not authors, 
editors, or publishers, but tha ones who read it and collect it. 
i'va been collecting it einca 1923 and I've accumulated gome four 
thousand booka and sig thousand mag&zinsg. I don't collect ae 
many pictures as some of the others; I don't have the epace for 
1t. But itis the most fascinating type of Literature end we are 
the only group which will go to our authera to toll them what we 
don!t like about their stories. 

Doc Smith will tell you that I've driven coclear to Hlohlgen 
to tell bin whet I don't like about his stories, and to argue 
with him for hours about the inoongruities that ooossionally 
ومع ره‎ into the gclonoa atienptad. 


£YL3: 3611, thank you very much for tho two aides of the story, 
one from the readers and one from the suthore, 

50, leaving you at the estudio, I'll turn you back to your 
studio &nnouncer, 


ÁHNOUNGEd: Thank you very such, Ur, Kyle. 
= len. and gentlemen, you've just seen and heard a very fase 
dinating discussion, carried on by lir, Eyle, our moderator, and 
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authorities who are meeting in Cincinnati this week for the three 
day gathering of the Seventh Warld Science Fiction Convention, 

I think that by now, Mr, Kyle, we realize that the reality. 
of the future is certainly based on today's knowledge and thet 
science ficiion's growing popularity 1541055155 the changing per- 
apective of thie world. 

This hes been & production of اش مو عو‎ The Crosley 
مع ق8 ت<ھ‎ ting Corporation. . . ^ 





iL: SHASTA = CHICHAGC, 37, ILL. 
With the beginning of 1950, Shasta Publishers .ghifted into 
high gear with its publishing program. ; 


Already published wera a nunber of extreézoly weli-known and . 
likedttities: WHO GOES THERET by John V. Gempbell Jra, {Don A. : 
Stuart), SLAVES OF SLEEP by Lu Hon Hubbard, THE WHEELS OF IF by 
L. Sprague de Camp, THE WORLD BELOW by 8. Fowler Wright, as well 
as the nonunental  OHECKLIST OF FANTASTIC LITERATURE, edited by 
Everett P. Blailer. WHO GOES THERE? is now out-of-print, but & 
brand-new second edition ie scheduled for release early this Sun- 
mor. A new dust=wrapper, plus newly-designed front matter, will 
make an entirelg different volume of this second edition. 
CHECKLIST OF FANTASTIC LITERATURE will soon be out-of-print also. 
Only a small number of oopiíssB are stlil left. 


Fobruary, 1950, saw the release of papular Murrey Leinster's 
SIDEWISE IN TIHE, a ocllection of his best aborter works. The 
jacket was done by Hannes Bok, and brilllantiy executed in an are 
ray of colors. March of the same year was tha sonth in which the 
first volume of the long-awaited Robert Heinlein Future History 
series appeared. This was THE MAN WHO SOLD THE MOON. A brend- 
new 30,000 word novella, specially written for thie book, gare 
ite nene to the voluns, nie is the first of five volunas, (Bert 
one wili be TEE GREEN HILLS OF EARTH, followed by JF THIS GOES 
ON, AETHUSELAH'S CHILDREN and THE ENDLESS FRONTIER). . A iue-tonc 
binding, chronological ahart end-papere and a aasterly cover by 
Astounding's Hubert Rogers undoubtedly make this one of 195018 
finest books! 1 ۱ ۱ 


Coming up after this ara & number of titles, Boma already e=- 
waited by selence-flotion readers and some that hava not been &n- 
nounced up to the ting of writing. | Those are ag follows, &l- 
though iss nescesserily strictly. in the order listed: ZINBMEE OF 
THE DRAGON by Stanley Mullen. Besides bringing cut the beet of 
pest sotence-fictlon, Shaste ia trall-blezing in tha field by 
bEINGING GUE Popinotoh material. by new writers. KINSMEN OF THE 
DRAGON is a long novel which we prediot will make Mullen'e repu- 
tation a8 & writer of good fantastic literature, - another new no- 
vei will.be NEVER SAY DIE by Ourno Gray. Writing with a deft 
touch, Gray hee successfully oonbined the sclence-fiction story 
with the detective tala. -It is a fast-moving tale of the future 
that will be read with interest and بر سس‎ by raadere ln both 
2716140 of fiation. Fredrio Brown follows hie hit, . WHAT MAD UII 
YERSE, with a top collection of his stories, bath grin and gay, 
entitied BPAOE OW MY HANDS, . ۱ i 


THE GUIDE .TO IMAGINATIVE LITERATURE, odited by, جج و‎ 
Bieller, is rapidly nearing conpletion and will appear As an even 
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bigger volume than originally anticipated, This ia the big book 
thet tolle what almost 1500 fantastia booke are about. Alao ap- 
pearing will be H. L. Gold's NONE BUT LUCIFER which has been 
completely revised, lengthened, and brought up to date. One of 
the greatest novels ever to appear in Unknown, it will gain new 
ieurels in the Shasta M hard-cover version, on. The second volume of 
"Don &, Stuart" stories by John W, Campbell, Jr., OLOAK OF 1, 
will appear after the second edition of HHO GOES THERE? has been 
released, And the end of the year will sea publication of Robert 
Heinlein's second volume of the Future History series, THE GREEN 
HILLS OF EARTH. 


Other booke arg still in the planning atage -and will be an- 
nounced at a later date, . But the above titles are those which 
vili be coming gut periodically throughout thia -yaar, 


WATCH FOR LT 


2. ARIKHAM N HOL 
8 WAST 


Titles: in. print at Arkham. House as en ‘this writing are 6 follows | 








THE HOUNDS oF TINDALOS پت‎ Prank Belknap: Long. ` Keen نو‎ ip- ) $5. 0G 
ugust 


THE LURKER AT THE THRESHOLD y H. P. Lovecraft and 
. - Derleth {soon o.p.) 2.50 


RITOH HOUSE, by Evangeline i Walton. وا و و و وا‎ ee ee 2.50 
THE HOUSE. ON. THE BORDERLAND AND OTHER NOVELS, by william Hope 
Hodgson 5.00 





SKULL FAO? AND OTHERS, by Robert E. Hoómari...... whee beet erode .00 
THE DOLL AND ONE OTHER, by Algernon Blackwood. senter veces 1.50 
WEST INDIA LIGHTS, by Henry B. fhitehead,............ ند‎ 3.00 - 
FEARFUL PLEASURES, by A. E. Coppa. ws... eee ee ] 3. 
TEE OLOGE STRIKES TWELVE, by H. R; Wekefleid.... 35. 
THIS. MORTAL COIL, by Cynthig Asquith........ wees 3, 
DARK OF THE MOON, edited by August Derleth... 20ers 2.22 لوھب‎ Fe 
DARK GARNIVAL, by Hay Bradbury (going füst).l.:..4.4. لات‎ Bu 
REVELATIONS ۰ Ti BLACK, Ly dari 7900101 over veces موم مت‎ 
NIGHTS BLACK AGENTS, by Fritz LEEDGT cee eee cea eee nasen 3 
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THE TRAYILING. GRAVE AN. ‘OTHER STORIES, by L. EF سو مہ‎ 
THE WEB OF EASTER ISLAND, by Donald Wandrei.. cis eee esso Bs 
THE FOURTH BOOX OF JOFS ENS, by Lord DunBa8ny.....e.-.- nera D. 
GENIUS LOÓOZ AND OTHER "ALES, by Clark Ashton Bi th. مھ‎ 3. 
ROADS, DY Beabury مهو ی نیارکوا‎ essa 2. 
NOT LONG FOR THIS Wo 0 by August Derleth.....- risen oe 3. 
SOMETHING ABOUT GATS «WD OTHER PIECKS, by H. P. loveoreft... 3. 
THE THRONE OF SATURN, : Ly 8. Fowler Wright....... + m eroaa 1 3. 
THE MEMOIRS OF SOLAR FONS, by August Derleth,...... وو وو ا ا‎ Ba 
CARNACKI THE GHOST FINDER, by William Hope Hodgeon.........- Ja 
THE NIGHT SIDE, edited by August Derleth.......... euer + 2+ 
THE. ARKHAM BAMPLER;Volvme One, 1948 (almost gone) Set of four n° 
THE ARKHAM SAMPLER; Volume Two, بی 1949ء‎ 6 aet of four = 
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All Arkham House books have been sold in from one half to to- ` 


thirds or more of their respective editions to date, or hays al- 
ready gone out of print, 


In 1950 Arkham House wil? publish four or five books, ap follows; - 


A HORNBOOK FOR WITCHES, By Lesh . 6 Drekeuauser دوم‎ ce $2.00 

AWAY AND BEYOND, by A. E. Van Vogteccssuseecesavereresasense 400 | 

THE ABOKINATIONS OF YONDO, by Clark Ashton Bmitneesssssesees 3.00 | 

TALES FROM UNDERWOOD, by David H. Eeller.,.Tentative prica.. 3.00 . 

THE MEMOIRS OF SOLAR PONS, by August Derleth.i... ien 5200 
(This mey be done by another publisher) 


After these booke Arkham will do as repidly ea possible: 


INVADERS FROX THE DARE, by Greye la ق2335(‎ rs دنت‎ oor 2,50 
THE PHANTOu FIGHTER, by Seabury 011 2 و و و و و مهن می وه و‎ 3.00 
XELUCHA AND OTHEHS, by M. P. Shiela لیب دب‎ 2400 
THE GREEN ROUND, by Arthur M&ohsn....4ed narrata و و و و و وه‎ 2.59 


GATHER DARKNESS, by Fritz Lisber, released by Arkham House to 
Pellegrini and Qudahy who will publish it Bt....... ینب‎ 25 


information on other current titles gen be secured from the fol- 
lowing publishers who spectalize in this field exolusively: 


Fantasy PI688......i. nnn یسی٠‎ Reading, Penna, 
Gnome ۳3698 چہورے ہے بے وو ٤و و و و و پیج و وب وم یی‎ New York City, BT 
Grandon Publishers............. eek ni es Providence, R, I, 


Fantasy Publishing یت0‎ Ina... e.a AT Angeles, Calif 


Merlin ۳۲ 688 ویو یم موی ای موی‎ oo 8ء‎ York city, N.Y 


gos "oc ox po. à oc €" ےم‎ a * و ع‎ $$ — om ھچ س‎ 


U 
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PRIME PRESS SCIUNCE FICTION AID FANTASY TITLES IN PRINT AND ۵۵۵ TING 
۱ ۱ 2 SHHEHGHROR l 
THE HOMGHCULUS by David f, Keller, M.D. ! 42,50 
à strange and beautiful story by 4 master story-teliar, 4 
EXILES OF TIE by Nelson Bond | 28,50 


emendöus adventure of & little group of tine-extled persons 
from the 20th Déntury in the time nf the Twilight of the Gods. 
HOD by George O. Suith 34,00 
The captivating story of a nan with divided loyalties, upon ` 
s whoss decision rests the fate of worida. 
LORDS CF CREATION by Eando Binder 3,00 
A darkly ominous novel of the future, by one of science 
fiction's classic craftenen, : 
LEST DARKNESS FALL by L. Sprague de Canp. : 3.00 
ern man in. ancient Home; an intriguing fantasy. A . ho wht 
collectors "must" now available in a new edition. 
THE TORCH by Jack Bechdolt. 2,50 
gripping story of New York in the year 3010 A.D, — 
efter tha destructiond 
as EISLAID CHARM by Alexander 4, Phillips (M 
A thoroughly whacky fantasy, with twelve delightful 
iugtratione by Herschel Levit. 


WITHOUT SORCERY by Theodora Sturgeon 3-00 
—Rirteen nemorable talas of the outrd, with an introduction 
by Hay Bradbury. ۱ 
#,..AND SOME WERL HUMAN" by Lester del Rey, 3400 


E collection of twelve stories by one of the most popular of all 
authors to appear ín Unknown Worlds and Astounding Science Fiction. 


By ALITY 3 OR A HISTORY Or LITHCONTA. 2,50 
collector's item, st published anonymously in 1802, 


and probably the first American utepian novel. 


VERUS رات لا‎ by George Û, Saith Second edition 3.00 
5 pages) volune of fast moving adventures in 
interplanetary communication, A 


THE LADY DECIDES and THE ETLRNAL CONFLICT by David H, Keller, ML. Bach 3,50 
volumes, limited editions, handsomely bound and boxed, 
sach autographed by the authors 


° THE INCOUPLLTL LHCHANTZR ty Fletcher Pratt & L. Sprague de Canp. 2,50 


ro 1 a adventures in the worlds of Irish mythology 
and of Spenser's Faerie Queen, 
THREE HUNORLD YEARS HENCE by lary Griffith 2.50 
No. 2 © a © Press reissues of unobtainable early 
3 Auerioan utopian novels, 
THE WOLF LEADGR "y alexander Dumas, Tllustrated by Mahlon Blaine 3,00 
c ing werewolf story hy the greatest story-teller of 
: them all. 
THE BLIND SPOT by Austin Hall & Homer Eon Flint 3,00 


4 great fantasy classic superbly illustrated by Hannes Bok. 


THE PRIME PRESS, Box 2019, PHILADELPHIA 3, FENNA, 
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One of the first casualties of the last war was the British 
Science Fiction Association, officered by active enthusiasta, Ted 
Carnell, Ken Chapman, Eric #illiame, and others whose names are 
ab familiar in U.S. 8=f circles ag they are in their own country. 
The S.F.A, formed a focal point for all British fan activity for 
sone time prior te 1939. ۱ ; 


2 Its dissolution left half-s-dosen fanzine editors etriving 

to maintain contaot between their readers -— readers whose ad= 
dresaed altered with remarkable rapidity mE they were called up 
and transferred from one part of the country to another, or who, 
after tho first year, were 'bomwbed out". One by one these fan- 
zines ooascd 48 their active spirits were mobilized, or found 
that longer hours of werk permitted them little leteure to wander 
in the gaudy wörlde of tha now rare s-f magazines, The fictional 
'Final Blackout! did not’ seem ton far from the reality. that 
flashed with steel and fire &oroam the imagination. 


If one excepts the ‘Cosmos Club!, a South West London organ- 
isation with only local membership but with strong connections in 
the U.9. which enabled it to build up # large library. from ths 
generous gifts of American fans, the only link uniting the Brit- 
ish fans in warting was like Rosendlun's fanzine 'Futurian War 
Digest', effectionately nioknamed 'Fido!, Through miraclee of 
hard work, ‘Fido't ves produced throughout the war; sometimes on 
paper sent across by U.S. fanzine editors, 80 that one would turn 
a page and be confrontod with the cover of 'Vom' or "Le Zombie’; 
soustimgs it included one or two page ‘zines from other British 
fans, the collection being aptly named 'Fide's Litter". 


۱۳16۵۱ enabled the active fans to keep in touch, welcomed 
many newcomers who had been contacted by serving fana up and down 
the country. ۱۲۳10۵۱۷ eventually ceased, to take thereafter a 
prominent place In our fen-history, but before it did sa its rer 
ders formed the British Fantasy Society. Although equipped with 
` & large library, much of which was donated by the U.S. Britiah 
Science-Fiction War Relief Society, which had already helped the 
Cosmos Club, the BFS could do little in the period of re-adjuat= 
ment following the end of the war, and wae acon wound up, al- 
though the library was still active, and after many vioissitudes 
18 still functioning. 


The ‘'Qosmos Club’ was disbended, and ite library went into 
storage, but another group was then in 1 5 +606 0+ The ‘London 
Circle! was no forma] body, but a group of fans who met (nnd 
still neet) once n week at the 'White horse Tevorn! in the heart 
of London, It was at these weekly meetings that ‘New Worlds! was 
reborn as & fün-financed publication, ۱ 


5ا6 
When in 4948 Capt. Ken Slater felt that there wae a need for‏ 
a country-wide organization of fans again, it was mombera of tha‏ 


'London Circle! who formed the Central Committee of the 'Science 
Fantasy society’, 


This rather lengthy preamble te neccessary to give an 6 
of the stete of British fandom with which we on this Committees 
have been confronted. We can learn from the miatakes and wichepe 
of our predecessors. We number auongst our membere long-standin 
fane - who have belonged to all . of the organisations mentione 


share, But we facu e problem that has no precedent. 


During the "OR the: only: =f prozinb availeble here Fas. the 
British Reprint Edition of ‘Astounding S-F!. It may hava made 
hundreds of new readers of B-f who, are eager for each issue, but 
it did not maka: rang! ag ات‎ understand ihe term. You in the 

ates may not realises: reucnüou8 و‎ produced by the 
rendere! Letters dana ars in the various کت‎ ies: .It informs 
the readers that ‘they are not alors in thelr enthusiasm for thie 
-atrange brench.of' literature. It enables these with that inward 
= e to be 'actifans! to get together. It produces, if you like, 
eeling of comradeship. Over here, ‘the B.R.E. did not con- 
uin ‚a reprint. of any of’ the departments such ar the  'Br&sn 
.Tacke! section, and the reader without contaots remained on his 
OW,  unl&se by Bone ات‎ chance he met someone who know of 
Fido! or the B.F.B. 3 
E Every week, we in the S.F.S. are tontegting people mio have 
been avid تسد‎ readers for ysure, but have no idea thet there ex- 
ists any common ground -on which they can meet other readers, te 
exchange news and views with them, or to try tair hands at 
wrizing uf for the fanzines 8 & prelude to writing for the 
prots. 'Seience Fantasy Révicst, (of which wə are 9xsremely 
proud}, has had advertisementa in the ‘Few British prozines that 
bave appeared. during the’last three years, and some enthusiasts 
have been contacted, tut beyond that there has deen nothing te 
ویش‎ the. gan. À 


‘The consequences are that not only are the majority of Brit- 
ish fans over.25 years of ave, when the average male devotes most 
ef hia time to family affairs and has no time to participate in 
'fanactivity', but there are leas’ than.» dozen under-20ta. knom 
to ua. The younger reader has strom up iu an «environment of 
&.R.E.'s and is frequently unaware ‘that they are B.R.E,'s and not 
& native product, or را‎ that the reprint . is the whole di 8. 
edition. ۱ 


۱ Thus at B tine ‘when وت‎ of us have lost the carly flush of 
enthusiaem, and give mature appreciation to oniy the minority of 
published materlal, we not only hava te 0051305 tha younger, 
"qse Tan! reader without the kelp of the PTO ASB, but have. to 
try and satisfy their demand? for large quantities of eciencs-fan= 
دہ‎ reading wetter, after thay have found out voat the s-f pulos 
are not ephemeral thirza that appear for a oc:ple of weeks. and 
ther vanish, but have 6 solid and interesting past. 
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Furthermore, we give them the (almost incredible!) news con- 
cerning the sudden growth of U.S. fantasy-pook publishing, and 
this time there ig not only the frustrative effect of the cur 
rency regulations, but the fact that the ordinary american s-f 
novel goete twice as much és the average British novel. You in 
the States can get some of the idea of the effect by imagining ef 
to be double the price of any other fiotion. 


The obvious solution, thet satisfies the requirements of not 
only the new but the old fans, ia te have & large communal libra- 
ry; a magszine and book library, stocked and run with the mini- 
mum of etpenge for the readers. Wo have taken some steps towards 
this by combining the two ex-club libraries, but they were formed 
before the present boom in fantesy book publishing, and conse 
quently contain few modern volumes. 


Therefore the news of the Cinvention's most generous dona- 
tion of gl150 to buy booxa for British fandom was breath-taking, 
It is impossible to think of a more helpful action toward us 
tian this, We now have, with this nelp, A very bolig basis on 
which to extend our present efforte to build a new active fandom, 
something to which we can direot the younger readers, and sayi= 
Ecrà is a record of eclence-fantasy Ir the past, its higtory end 
many of ite best gtorico; here alao 1B a record of present day 
achievement and tho luterngtional unity of E-I readers; and here, 
too, is not only pleasure, but inspiration for the future. Read 
this, review it, eriticise it; then go and write, edit, publish! 


Yes, Ginvention, you may have done & lot more than give us a 
great deal of pleasure and boost the morale or the ‘Jactifane’, 
We thanx you nor for vour gift on behalf of British fandom ..,and 
wonder what probabla Suture British Bradoury or Campbell cr Smith 
or Van Vogt will al80 look back with gratitude on Ginvention '59. 


& us EINVENTION SCENE DIMLY 


ROT LAVEN; DE R 


What ara my most بے مود ی‎ of tho invention 
Oh Brother! What you're asking! 


So much happened in such a short time, and I met so many 0 
and talked to so many thet in somè cases I'm not even aure 
day it occurred. Of course the two nights before the Cinvention 
were used up completing mimeo work and bus riding, which might 
have a little bit to do with the confusion that exists as to the 
chronological order of events, Anyway, reached tbe hotel and 
room 100 around 6:00 AM Saturday morning. 


Fourd Dou Ford and Box already sacked In Don granted. Bok 
stated something in doubletalk, I prowled through rooms 100 and 
100A, stepping carefully around the glassware amd looking things 
aver generally. Bed looked best. Sacked ins Binckout. 


Un at 8:20, Want out ta Don Ford'a with Den and Bok after the 
last load of the thousand and one things he had stored until 
Cinvention time, Don taiked faster than Winchell all the way out 
to bring me up ta date on tre doings of the previous evening in 
room 100, ‘That overning wil? go Guven in legend. I'm still picking 
up littie details. 


Bonk sketched some of bis friendlior little characters on Terry 
Anne Fordta little blackboard. thereby winning himself a new fan 
among the younger set. 


Back at the hotel we became involved in ereeting the backdrop, 
We wape rescued by the hotel engineer and two able assistants, 
It wont up ir short order then. Nothing like profesalonal work. 
Don took off to round up some of thc Girel Fantasy Group to got 
rogistration started and I did what I could to help pnt up the 
auction exibit, Dee Barratt and son Jerry hed it pretty well in 
hand by that time, so mainly I just Hung up pictures. Was quite 
imprassed with the velocity of Jerry. He scoured the downtown 
dimestores in a remarkably short time, coming back with about a 
bushel of large size paper elips. More help than others twice 
his age. 


Don had his record player at the hall, and I put on a few jazz 
reecrda while we were putting up tho exihit, Some of the long 
heirs gave dirty looks, but kindred souls recognised them for the 
collectors! Items that they wers and wandered over, Led to some 
interesting contacts with fellow collaegtors (und of course more 
help with the exibit). 


Finally we got the sxibit up arā the PA system turned on, I said 
a for kird words meaning, "Shut up and sit Gown," and mot out of 
the way tor Charlic Tanner to officially start tho show, Milled 
around for the rest oi the afternoon being generally useful {in 
my opinion, at lenet}. Don wae involvec in lining up apeakcra 
for the vecant spota in the program left by those who couldn't 
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rake it. Had a fer minutes talk wiih Fog ۳۳1 114 ۰ Hotad that 
if you steed in one Slate for mere than a ecuble of minutes, Bek 
would pass, 


Ate with Kay Palmer, Rog Fhlllips, Stan Skirvin. We discussed a 
food share of the known and the guessed at universe, all of whieh 
led to Hog getting an Idea for a story plot, Hurry up Hog, I'm 
.&nrxious to aec hew it turns out. Hoth Stan and I are members of 
the Fortean Society, but we were on our good behavior. 


Tistened to most of tho evening program, Talked a pit with 0 
Harlin, Rog again, Rok ngnin, Inia Wilms. Found that she waa a 
tost appropriate oholoo for "Miss Seience Fletion", oven if oniy 
by chanco. She really Goes read s-f and can talk it with the 
nost rabid of tho fans. Weed I add that only tho most rabid lana 
woulá? Our best to her. the did her job well, 


Atur kours, just about overyone dropped in at room IEO rt somo 
time during tha evening. Remember talking to Lou Garrer and wife 
and perhana ten more, tut there were many, “any more, Evening. 
rather confused, 

Bometime later, Stan Skirvin, Frariie Hobinson and T want to the 
Furpla Cow for a late snack, Found Poul Anderson, Judy Berrill, 
Fritz Leiber and Doc Finters had had the sare ides shortly before 
us. Wordplay mich too sharp for anyone as sleseny ng مت‎ Listenco, 


Back at the hetel. Soretime around 6100, Lon took the last once 
br the hand and led them to the door. We sacked in, 


8:00 agair, fos. very Tegey until noon. bok and 1 hac lunch, 
at den's. it waa terry anne's birthday, 


Fach at the hovel again, rushed madly about with last minuten 
details o£ the suction. Auction 211 efternoon, Mado like an^ 
-ensel, holding up pictures, (Cn iccking ty; the speliing, I found 
tho word has another meaning which might s1so svply.) 


Was again imrressod with tho velocity of Jerry Parrett when hs 
wade half the Length of the hall in time to make off with a prize 
right under the noac of Earry (Pid-a-quarter) Mocre. 


Hatehed the telecast in the evening, Was rather dissarpointed, 
with the camera werk, but with such a rounder of notables to 
represent the field, it was a good publicity break. Their well 
tight out reriica did a great desl to help promote the ficla 
of stiscnee fictien, To me, at least, it ssamed that the guests 
wore much more at cuse than th: announcer. 


Heard the sound oZ a serk being pulled, so hurried back to rooM” 
lUG to Pind seme of tha Cinci group standing sround getting vsed 
to the fesl oZ a Glass in the hand in ereperstion for the Shasta 
party later, & little later we went up to thet e reira. Not more 
then sixty people in the two rooms, ao had one scoicble drink and 
kept moving. هو‎ to numorous soonle brierly on each floor of 
the hotel on my way bec# down to room 1U0, Arrived just in timo 
to be dram back to the Shasta affair again to near Dave Kyle 
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give a reading from an anonymous publication. Dave hed the last 
laugh when he recited another (clean) version from momory while 
reading the printed version to himself. 


By that timo some of the publicity group had departed, lcaving a 
corner closr, Stan Skirvin end I managed to got Ted Carnoll and 
Lois Miles to cursolves for at Least two minutes, Asked him tha ` 
usual gucstiona comparing British and American fan groups, Tho 
subject rust have boon quite novel to him by that time, 


On my way back to room lOO fonce more} I stopped and chatted with 
two oharactcra and £2 bottlo who were actting up housokeeping in 
tho hall. Have a feeling that the conversation made up in ٣+ 
ity what it lacked in brilllanco. 


Back at the room again, found Jack Williamson, E, E. Smith, Lloyd 
Eshbach, Arthur J, Burks, Basil Wells, A, ول‎ Donnell, tho wives 
of several of them and n good ahars of the Cinel group. 


Ginnecd up cnoe to noto a stranger following a glass around the 
room, Thought for a moment it wan Gocrge 0, The resomblancse was 
remarknble. Only differcnes, tho glass had water In it. 


Found, to my great joy, that Lloyd Eshbach hed plans afoot Por a 
collection of the worka of my favorito author, to be publishod in 
the not sc far futurc, Happy dayl 


Sone timo later, Lestor dol Rey, Ted Garneil, Rog Fhillips, Deve 
Eylo and Lola Milss walked In. A moment later some praposterious 
female smelled a cork out nnd trioá to got in. The chain held, 
and with Don's help was able to get tho door elosod again, 


Boonma involved in n conversation with del Hey, Stan Skirvin, Bes 
Mahaffey and Lois Miles. Subjecta ranged from concealed weapons 
and their management to communication without words. With a mera 
glances del Rey denonstratcd how to convey such abstract Ideas sa 
"You look goad to me," or "I apprectate your act", Lois did a 
fine job of demonstrating the subtle differoncea betweer the look 
meanirg "Some other time”, and the onc meaning, "Soma other time, 
but soon". Tel Rey with, "You're not my type", Bea with the 


universal, “Erotner, what a linc!" In petaltation the sntire 
maio cicment joined in the cqually universal, "Your zippor haa 
slipped". 


Out of all this came the del Rey formula for a succesniul "line", 
First, believe 95% of it yourself. Tell the giri 150%, She'll 
discount it a third, of course, and arrive st 100%, just the way 
you planned. 


During the course of al] thia quiet  convorsstilon, Rog was daemon- 
atrating & few wrestling hclds, which eaused 6onsidersble amaso- 
ment, Very professional, Rog, 


After the crowd had thinned a bit (about daylight), George O. 
drifted la, glass in hard, and entortained us with incidents from 
his long career na a moternycla enthusiast, a few limeries (which 
I must unfortunately lsave out {f thia is to bo published} and u 
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few tantalizing hints et hows suctessful auther may add sax 
Anterest to his stories. Remember particularly bis ا۶۸٥3‎ 
description of one "study in frustration", All this unfortunately 
led to some uncouth individual casting aspersions, vhorovpon Geo. 
0. stood, glass in hand, end made a brilliant defence of his 
sterling character, which, I'm sure, left na doubts lingering in 
anyone's mind. We close this scene with Georga O. wending aia 
lonely way to his room, glass in hand. 


6:00 again, A last Jueid monent of discussion with Bok, 


B:00 again. Why did I gat up at tris unhappy hour? Ate bronk?aat 
with someone---1 think, 


Back at room 100, Saw some beautiful artwork, 1 had missed them 
when they wore naascd nround tho previous ovoning. Those were 
not the usual "sealey monsters", but landscapes, moonlight >× ۶ (۹9۹ 
that are really ۰ All of his previous "soaloy monstera" 
voro pale efforts indeed by comparison, Perhrys someday a photo- 
erorkor on the moon my miko a finc bromoil print of an alton 
12۳0562۳6 with every detail perfectly balanced, but until then, 
3۲12 tako Bok. : 

Sometime lator ato chili with Rog Phillipa, Bok and Stan 0 
Bok Ieft a trcil of Als famous 0166 all the way back. On the tap 
of the restaurant table, or steary windows, streat signs. wondor 
1f tre walter know, as ho wiped the tablc, that he was destroying 
u Bok origin-1? 


Got n con the wind up of the rufin auction und pert of the fan 
auction. Sossewherc along in herc, Stan, Bon and I runsgcd to 
stip in nnd play ۲۲2۵ Rag Hop" for A. J, Donnell. Nore dirty 
looks from tho longrairs, They just ain't livin’. 


Tf all this isn't in chronological order, nover mind. I'm happy 
1n my. 0۰٤ 


Biggest thrill. Mecting Bok and his pictures. 

Regrets. Not many, I didn't get to telk to averyone I'd have 
Liked to, bit an only 22 hours of waking timo per day, T did whet 
I could. 

Sorry there wasn't time to wedge in a Fortaan Society meoting. 


Sorry Tueker wasn't prepered when Tea 221208 on him for a speech. 
His  roports ara famous, I'd hava Liked to huve heard thet ors. 


I hereby make n formal motion that "Cocaine Lil", who has been 
inflicted upon thrse conventiena, ba rostrainod, proferably hr 
forco, from any futuro apposrancca. 


Sco you in Portland, Yours, Rog سر کے‎ 





01۲50 BY AN AUTHOR 
WHO DID NOT 1 


ROBERT BLOCH 


Ledi ود‎ and gentlemen: 

I assume you are 16416868 and 
gentlemen, although 1 have no way 
of xnowlug, becauee I am not 
present. اک ہت‎ 


it gives me 6 great deal of 
pleasure not to be with you on i 
this momentous occasion. I cen i 
safely say that only one thing 
would give me greater pleasure, 
and that would be te be with you. Bloch!s shada. 





This “would be to be! stuff is a little confused, end if I 
keep going I shall get trapped in a semantic monstroeity suitable 
only for sale to Jolm Qanpbell, Jr. 


So let's proceed with the body of my speech and try to dia- 
member it, 


4s I don't look out and sea your smiling faces, I am not re- 
tainded of any Sunny stories today. 


There are nary things I would like to icıpress upon you if I 
could, but how can I, being a thousend miles away. 


All there i8 left for me to aay is, enjoy yourselves. i am 
with you in spirit if not in the flesh s..ünd if anybody taps 
George Smith on the shoulder as he ia about to take & drink of 
Pepsi Cola, or breathea dom Tucker's neck me he 18 about to lay 
eut & hand of Old Maid, itia probably me, in spirit. I ghali al- 
ao be hanging around the auction, offering fake bida, and ry aa- 
tral presence (pardon the expression) will haunt the party in 
Xorshak's suite, 


This ie the firat convention in history which I am priveleg- 
"۹ to enjoy as e ghost. 


In conclusion, let me tell you all how much I enjoyed 
talking to you today, and I hope I haven't bored you with e 
speech I didn't give. I should like to eay, "Thank you very 
much,” but why should I? 

satter of faot, I never opened my aouthi‏ & مھ 


4 
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The following ie as &cour&te ^ 
an. account of ‘the Tucker death 
‘hoax avd tts subsgqueht. reperous- 
atone. as I am مدای‎ tò pleas: tos, 
gether at thio Kiting. . I truet 
that this will be accepted as the 
final word on the matter, putting, : 
the Ile, to several ruxor$ and کے کے‎ 
Buepiciong clrounlating about tha- 
fan field, -BT مخ‎ eae E 





Ten Oc 

di ای‎ : E. کل اپ لا لے‎ 
š Ben Binger: 1a à young Tan fron Detroit, Hichigen: . Daring 
the late sumer and early 2211. was stationed st (hanuto Fleid, 
„avoit Fifty miles from my Nome. . He visited me one Saturday on a 
sock ue pasa and there followed the usugi Boieuct-fiotion buzi 
session.: j ۰ یں عو کا‎ nk ur ۱ 


Altar leaving ine, He apphrently cent & telegram to someone 


whede identity is unknowiy to me, bnhouncing my death in a theater ., 


fire. | He also oontasted engther Miobigan fan, . afd collaborated 
With this fan, lawiblisebing a mimegyraphed bulletin. giving da= 
teils of wy supposed Goati.. „nie فوع ک6 گا‎ fan. a tates. the. buliet- 
in was mailed to about, forty peoplee. Among Osheg' things, . tha 
bulletin seid that. T had begg drinking because of worry, and نوج‎ 
ported for work {at tne theater) in & dazed oondition. It waa 
Surmised that I dazed off while running “the profeotion -nachine 
and the film caught, fire, dedtroying ma .and. the theater. The 
vbulletin contained . perhaps $00 words> of phony materia, . wbjcu 
bouid “have revealed it was mil m hoax -- but many pedple ۵20۷۲ 
ed the news,- a ۱ D xg t ce 


' After thet many things happened which proved éubarraesing, 
sone of which put ne in hot water, -dud one of which nearly. cost 


me my job. : Yor ا‎ mone fan in Chicago telephoned the tos- 


oet Ohief of ۳۵24 فد‎ to ask dotellas of the.-deeth. . Wait Daugherty 
` /telephonéd fron Los Angeles, saying’ the Hewa had. broken up A 
“meeting of the club, end demanded an explanation. | Of the other 
Zane who received the bulletin, 8 fes belseved it’ ‚and gent lat” 
ters of 4 4و‎ to the family others 0717ح مد‎ recognized it 
ہ<‎ vas zraud «that $t wes, . and beragad mo for pulling a hoax. 


Finally wWiit Sykora of New York opened: fire, 


Sykora, publisher of ey. Hows. tülaphonad the omer of 
the theater where I work, asting fer detaiis. Th: owner öf courae 
put the lia to the atory end jumped to the conoiusion that 1 nad 
deltborately circulated the ne$5, hoping to gein publicity for ay 
new mystery book whioh was put on aale'a few dayq later. and’ at 
this point a very queer misunderstanding arose — I do not know 
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what Sykora sald to him or hinted to hin, but somewhere in the 
conversation Sykora must have mentioned a phony suicide which oc- 
aurred in fandom many yoars ago. The owner, after the converss- 
tion had ended, hold the impression that 1t was me, whOo"^ta3-Bup- 
posed to have connittcd suicide, and that I was supposed to havea 
done it last year about the tina one of my books appeared on 
sale. The result was of course that he fully believed, for two 
years in 6 row, I. had staged a fake death ta gain publicity for 


ny books.  . 8 






» 


EE S M 

To say $hé@:Shtater owner was enraged wee putting it mildly. 
Re immediately 6Gnfüctei the business agent of ry union, raised 
hell about the ciatter, and said that I could never work for hin 
again, After several days the union official succeeded in paci- 
fying the men, end convinced hin that they ehould wait to hear my 
side of the story. (I had already left on vacation when 611 this 
oocurred.) 


Meenwhile £ykora, alao believing I: bad etoscd:thoChóex Kor 
publichty PRrpeson, publishfdracépogiksarsasuc of Fentasy News ث٥-‎ 
nouncing ne. Ae related tho details of his phonc call to  Bloon- 
ington and the owner's denial; ne aleo recalled a previous ocoa- 
ston when I was supposed to have diod, and mentioned the phony 
8۱11۵108 that happened some years ago. It was this last that 
sLowed ne where the theater owner got the Buicide stery. To 6y- 
kor&!B diacredit ho did eheck sources of faote before pub- 
lishing the tirade, but to hie orcdit, he 2:3 apologize to ne at 
the convention wien he learned the truth, and assured me thet he 
would not ciroulate the special issue. 


The ond was not yet, for like widening ripples in & pool ani 
giant oaks springing from little acorns, the damned thing contin- 
ued to spread. Anthony Boucher, editor of The Magazine of Fan- 
tany and conductor of a colum in Ellery Queen's Hystery Mag- 
aging, wrote to my literary agent in New York for biographical 
materiel; be intending running an obituary in the two negazines. 
and the agent was upset, believing it to be true. 


At this writing, late in Septeaber, the stow is Slowly sin- 
mering. The Michigan fan mentiansd earlier, haa prauised to 
print a letter of nine and 8 retraction in his publication, near- 
ing sure it gets into the hands of aii those who received the 
original hoax bulletin. I was told (but do not know of y om 
knowledge) thet Singer apologized on the convention floor. I 
successfully convinesd tha union agent that I had nothing to do 
with the hoax, but the theater owner is stili doubtful. It was 
pointed out to na that hed I lost ny job, legal recourse was open 
to rie bocauge libei and slander appsared in two seperate publica- 
tions. I have done nothing in that direction and da not intend 
to, if nothing worse than the above item& come to pass. Beyond 
@osiring to put the whole story before the eyes of uy friends and 
Acquaintances — and to ask then to lay off of ne ہے‎ I'm willing 
to let the matter drop. 


Did you have fun, Ben? 
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Survivors of  centaclysas and grealtness 
ide and uproar are  netorijoug8Bly unreliable in their acecunts of 
8٦:۰ The forzzr, if net mobe because c7 258 ے‎ are orcne to 
exelamsztions Likes, "OR, mv Rod!", "hat hii met", end "Shere am 
I?', Thr :atter are Liable tc the game trivences, bot, depend’ ng 
cn the nature گے‎ sre eurnies and Mercar, dan often save Lier 
memorien jJougci slicctly, at sHion time the toewlldered, ۵ EZB3 
1ع وج ضر رہ زب پات زار‎ Tadas Trot thetr faces ا‎ o be rerlaced by a 

aspet Unilin agile us a See half-nener'esa return Lo nen. You 
Tres? thor avairn [ar irü,Cosmstion and they ansure you و لاٹ‎ 
2۰11 with ۱۳۸۶ scoret stile on their Tarsa, that they dor't re- 
men cer o talent a on 3 tren they wander temliscdiy qay t6 commune 
with hinir avbsonsgicue; Mat shat dic hacpau? 
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Ilr tis Tinverntisrn. 


”_senbere ín teins memery baiz, in abisa | ovutmisticaliy an 
gie tnis erlieie "lll seer ولا 1یا-17لبطزاتہ‎ vou nrc  خحتاعمو‎ in iud age 


“unto ef thr cff!*'s]l harrerara nab tae Cinvertion add alse ng- 
counts ef some of tne umcfifiecial hacmentnes; tue Tatter are d 
ence bhai are the est Cun. I skall Sry in sy x ot ted. 89t n 
*6 retest tos men: of Lhces ant, stera sl}, ‘to he 95481 d'sera 
in choosing theac 7 ic tell. 

5 jetta Lite ^ Leuk at shat hactened to me 2۳ ۸۰ tho time 
TAAL wag guckel into bhis mae.nblrom anzi] the tite i: gorwed me 
fortn n tere shadow cf my former زجب‎ or Sevtenbor 5, 15945. 
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tg cd thee ok و وو‎ owe 
رو‎ cD AS ہے ہج جب وج رو ین و ی وج و جو دب هه‎ 


"nt didn't veally break :062c until late June, L949. Veer, 
Non caue back Prov Toronte with the bit fer tre aext ددم‎ cn, 
Tora dp ی‎ names سنج‎ shock Sooo: we جا اتی‎ cUNFEMES REE 
inte Sein She Wee y- 1 p رت آدت‎ oot $5. OhOWQGTOGY. VU GR 
few مات‎ nc inevitable "n pConmurrod sit" nragtiagsliy ave 
cpvcne titiis” apes) o sor TT {lla while Jm keat Mis ESSA 
pus te esci Tei hen airce. E “de bhlei only Biighblyv in eonven.ion 
۱۲] ۶۵ بای‎ Lhe shes) months. my Line beina rather Tulliy ess 
gaoleg uy lek wore and merely heited a Lib cn advartisine, and 
mi dec ine, In tue SorinFr Zur weaken me tc take aver toe job af 
editing tic program نع نت :تا‎ and ] sgreod te, 


a rà e 


thare was myan work ta be 
۲۰ 2:۱1 4 ase diicdling avs 
E po week نات‎ so ioii- 
ln "wis un alons shout ne middle menth I sas usucpsd 
DINGE ggas 4AN OFAETY for tse trageaos ba: 
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JV {EET Jue لبق‎ Pes. 
IT LAAN TUCE EAUSO pseleoar AOU LiF TA ege] رات‎ Allen} 
2p Lut 9 ۱ ی رت کی یی‎ PER ERTL saa ie PCS Tae اه‎ 
“Lad vEY Gh ‘VLEET C. ZOLA LS You OG UIT USAN QUATZOO aspun tiga Å 
IE PROS DELL. Bee $9 I) SIU} نل‎ puébcou gaa TTH WI IT 
HAD ais 
VHSIqgaANGOS yJ AT ECU Ses ety. iba S215 
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"Lh. EE | تاه‎ Pedi dl IRUST 35 Ir. 
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[۳ p تا1۴٦] انا‎ A Ge Wa ip punods YUTP S بات اد‎ FUL Aout 
ara 17742 TU ve cib] ACT اب شس‎ Sir, SOG pase Ch ATA, ASASI su. 
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Remember in sarticular being s member o f a grour talking 
with Hay Palmer and Bog Phillivs, which talk reviaed nonsiderably 
the rather pungent cuinion I had had of AMAZING and tasse connec- 
ted with it. Feeney and, in genera], the necessity for making a 
living, ean make mer do strange things. 


Somerhere slong about here, met Hannes Bok. However, ran 
into him eo often ae ne flitted about that it’s immessible to re- 
member just when ané where, 


It "ne during one of these evening Sessions, probably Sur- 
day's, that Bok ehowed us color transparencies o f the sort of 
work he likes best 4 û do: portraits, landacapes, and murs.s. 
Needless to Bay to anyone familiar with his work, they were beau- 
tiful, but fair tore eo than anyone who mas Been only his magazine 


Work can realize. A number of ua roBolvod at that time that à 
visit to Jok's studio would be a must during sny tric to Mew 
York. 


This seanlon win very interesting---a foretaste of days t¢ 
come---but my mensries of 1t ere rather hazy---aleo 1 foretaste 


of daya to come. Persornlly, T &usoiclor some sort of narcotic 
quality in the air, Or werhags it could have been fumes of some 
kind. 


“at ۲'٦٦1 giyo you a clue: much more wlll ke remembered about 
the convention than will Be told, by all tartice eonaerned. Lie 
I said earlier, "Oh, my woa!", “What Sit me?", and "Where am I?". 


1 


Or ever, "Tao sm f?" 
ih, ۱۱ جەهووبعےھپ.‎ 


ESE 434-47‏ یچچ وو یو سر AEE 3F‏ ہی جب مود ہو FE 3b‏ 


The next mornings, the official first day of the convention, 
Bax me blesry-eyed and quite hurzry, "alted in the iabby to go 
to breakfast with Toe Barrett and Dave Eyle, tut the wheels were 
turning and eventually the thrill] of watesing celebrities arrive 
tilled on we and I allaysd sorroach:ng sterration by going te 
breakfast wiih a mule of fans, including members of the Janadl- 
an conttneent. 


The return to the conventicn hall revealed a scene showing 
few signs of organization bui a lot of people. Eventually came 
acroas Roy and Don and made 3ineffectusl attempts to help get the 
auntlon materi? sung around the hall, 


Roy, Don, and i had 411 brcuzat jazz and boogie woogle rer 
cords with us with Lhe intznt'ons of playirg tiem over Don's row 
erful arpllfier for the celignt end edlf:cation of the säsenbled 


m._-ltude, Boy g'. the sarilfier set uy aad we played recorda 
for a while, but ssentually we had to give 1t up; there was just 
too much tc da. Later, pcessional use was aide of these facili- 
tiga. 


The girls ho were su^n"oosed to handle registration were ng- 
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where to be found for the moment; Undoubtedly thoroughly celebri- 
ty-stricken, But sithough late, registration Pinsily did get 
started and the Cinvention waa officially underway. 


Fomevhere in all this bustle Doc Barrett buttonholed Don and 
told him that Dave Kyle had big lara fcr publicity and needed 
heln from someone who knew the local setup. Don threw up his 
hands [a gesture that wea to be geen often during the convention) 
and stated Lruthfuiiy that he had more than he could nandle. 


And there I was, foolishly within apn's reach, . 50 1 tod 
Dave tnat wa could depend on only curselves te get any work done. 
Wilh the hel" of one of the notel secretaries "ni generz.ly frar- 
tic and confused activity on my cant, we act cut invitations tu * 
prees canferenge to be held at Shastals oockta!l varty that night 
{faturday}. 


Which condiuded my contribution to that parr of Sinrention 
publicity, Tuch to my relief. 


Somewhere in thie confusion I missed cut on part o7 the In- 
troductioné, losing, I kaye bean told, my only chsnoe at the 
limelight. So 4 had to gontent myself wlth waat ego-boo I gat 
from numeroua zonnliments on the program booklet, all of which 
warned the cockles of my heart, 


Picked un the loose ends of lhe afternoon and then went to 
ehow with Roy, “almer, and ۹۹1-1۰ Talker about matters Fer- 
tear, Saaverian, and Taler, 


After the everina speeches, back to Seow 120, thence a fly- 
Ing visit to the mob scene otherwise known as the Sheasta cocktail 


party. Then A quick visit to Dave Minnes’ room where acquain- 
tanacauio was formed wita 3oidterg 50d^ who treated ua to one of 
his beautiful arias, And back to the comzarubtlve safety of Room 
100. 


Returned to the Shasta brawl se an afterasih of tue mighty 
battle of limariczs between Dee Yinters Ar d George C Smith. 
There net Ted Isrnell for toe firet time. 


Fack in Soom 122, were later Lrzoted to the exquisite tlea- 
sure of feo, ©,'e comcany. Nhat a gay and witty soul: What an 
act thet mann puts an when he has s mind to! Recelved a very 
informative Lecture on tre writing of Sex operas with svecilie 
&oo0iication to » aclense tigbiun novel. 


Stetved out with Roy and Frark Robinson for a snack at one 


of the local ail-nishters. ‘ound a rather impressive salherire 
there which included Fou! Anderson, Judy Merril, Fritz Lelber, 
Tr., uml Doe Yintera, This ج16‎ to a combination of teiking and 


eating after waleh we returned to the sanotuary of Room 120. 


But a new dar ane dawning: New adventures; Now, however, 
pack tine. 


FE ER‏ و جج ی aS REE HF E RAE a‏ جو 


79 


Dragged down Sunday morning in time to catch the N3F meet- 
1ng. “nam otherwise as slow death. Decided I should have stood 
in bed. i ۱ 


vetion was fun. Spent almost all tne money I had and cane 
very near to spending more than I had. Gol to watch yourself at 
those affalrs. Not for the weak of heart. 


daving been busy the یس تو‎ day when averybody alae was 
getting thelr autogranhing done, decided somewhere alorg about 
this woint that I should get the Jead eut. I bnk t2at I gan 
say in ali cue todesaty that J sucterder beyond wy wildes ^ exneae- 
tat!ons in making myeslf obnoxious t o many "rarsa" Suring tha 
last 3ay and a haif of the Jirventiíon. Fut colera can undcubted- 
iy make that lair, too, 85 I whit not brag toc loudly af ry ma- 
dag? abliities. 


That avenite, saw most of the telecast of a number cf Cin- 
ventkiz2 notables and items which At was boped would Intereal ths 
general ۰ہ د5‎ The uuw Mus good af fer sa tha naterie. went, 
but at une 5538 banil" 53 far as kinsseope vieus was condern- 
ed, It should have iuevennes Whatever portion of tue then uom- 
paratively small television audience might have been listening 
and v'!owinz, however, 


xt gives future zonvertions something to Shoot at---maybe a 
network talscas%. 


The evening session in Boom 109 produced a most impressive 
gathering af voople. Tas details $ti.] escane my bemused tind, 
but I can remetter sugi porsonazgzes a 8 Jack "illiamson, F. FE. 
Smith, Arthur J, Burka, L. A. Esnbach, A. -. Lonzaell, Lester de] 
Rev, and Easil Yells as belng among those present. The ۷ ۳ 
and morning weres one long, absorbing bull session. One of the 
best I've ever been in in my life. 


Left while I eculd still walk sometime Monday mornirg. 


SED De و 3 جو‎ GE GE TE HEE EE ES fF کر با چا‎ 


Awoke Mondsy morning with something that bore a bewildering 
resemblance bo a hangover, "as lying there trying to decide whe- 
ther to get un and face the world or to end $t all by threwine 
myseif cut my sixth floor ۰ "od Darnell dropped by tc use 
my iypewrlter to type out a discatch to "alter Gilling3s in Eng- 
land and solved my dilemma; it would tot have been pollte to de- 
Fenestrate myself ir the presence of the guest of Toner. Ty gen- 
versation at this voint was quite Serfunssory, sonsisting ohlefly 
of moans and groang, although undoubtedly brilliantly used. 


Drazged myself downstairs with the thought that perhaps a 


little food iugh) would net me at: rights with the world. ate 
lunch with a greun which included Bok, who had his hoart set on 
cili. Ye ate chili. I was not at rights situ the world. 


Thouch interesting and, ae usual, nectic, it was not a happy 
day for me. Resusalr ars fan auctions were terminated sometime 


&0 


during the day and balloting was held to determine the atte of 
the next convention. Seurpiad about doing „.ittle odd tasks and 
aontinuod making myfelf obnoxious by serking autograohs. 


“a3 buttonholed by Dave Kyle who introduced me to a Local 
reporter who was going t o do a story on and take photos of the 
costumed fans that evening. I agreed to take the gentleman under 
my wing that evening, but I'm not sure just what did happen ta 
hin. I know that I ran across the reporter and his photographer 
that evering, but I sloughed them off on oomeone ِ ۰ i su&- 
pect that taat someone was Dave Kyle. 


"omewhare in all this madhouge, after the business meeting 
had been concluded, managed to play “Head Rag Hop" for Donrell. 
1 had been raving about this boogie weogie number for two days 
and he was almost convineed that he aas never geing to hear the 
piece, Luekily, be liked 1%, even after all my build up. 


In view of my mysterious malady that morning and the vary 
unsatisfactory lurch I had had, I waa gesting prosty یور‎ hy 
the tine evning rolied around. 380 at the banquet I found uysaslf 
trying to sort the diners into  corgenlal little grouper, a task 
Which proved quite futile since everyboàiy sabl mere the: 3 ۰. 
’Iowever, it gave Te a Marvelous chance to vlew BSubicciiec-y the 
feelings of a starving veraon while watching others stuf their 
faces. I hated them ail. 


- pali cff in the lore run, though, Since by Ecing one of 
the last throush tne chow line I mar able to decurc, and later 
demolish, a truiy astcnishing amount of food. 


Wveryona returned to the convention hali fcr what was left 
of the schetuled entertiinment. quite a Tam of the scheduled 
performers nad Pound it necessary to leave early, unfortunately, 
but tind Philly zrouo did put on a Cine seduel to thelr Soap opera 
which was given least year at the lorcon. 


Pecole were introduced by MC Tei Carnell and tires were fi- 
nally ccnclzdad by having tae entire Cincy group take a bow on 
tae platform. Ron has to be roused from his resumkentL poatiean on 
Tour or five chairs for this ceremony and 81111 declares that he 
has no memory of it. 


People goattered quickiy after that, 11316 نا‎ 8185 ume. With 
Tics &hak?!ng of hands,  acngrg&tulation8, and fureweils, I bid a 
fond adien to the Hate] "etronole and atrode frarlessiy into Lhe 
night with my bassazsr--Derhapos Luggage would be a batter wWord--- 
glad T had attended a Autener f'stion ecorvention at long last, 
gorry that It hadn't lasted longer, but glad that 15 was over 82 
I vould begin recuperatiog. ith shining eyes I faced vue ee 
new worl. that the morrow wonld surely bring, confident that aci- 
enge fiction world blaze = pathway f or man to follow into à 
Prienti firtiure. 


ہہ وب جو جو i‏ چوہ جچہ چیہ چھ SE pede He‏ چو op‏ جا op‏ جوا" یہ 


And 80, AB the eun mila away from the shore and our boat 


$1 


sinka slowly in the west---but I wander. And, what's worse, pia- 
garise. 


I aunvoses that in the imne elanse@ since the Cinvention--- 
over six months---Y ahould have gained seme perspective regarding 
the affair and en ability to make a mature evaluation of tbe val- 
ue of seience fictlon vonventions in general, but I haven't. 
I'li leave thet to the boya “ho take their science fiction more 
seriously that = do. I inink that thez're a helluva lot of fun, 
and that's justification enough fcr ce. 


end that, dear ehll'iun, is all I'm going ta tell you abcut 
the brawl. Su gaye your mone; and cet penty of slez». You can 
Just go and fird out for yourself at the Norweecon. 


Pave fun. 


a2 


MY CINVENTION MEMORIES 
by Ray Palmer 


I spent only one day at the Cinvention, And missed most of the’ 
fun, I understand. But perhaps the high point in twenty years of 
fandom was the oportunity to inform tne fans that I was now on my 
own, and was intending to put eut a professional magazine patter- 
ned efter what I thought science fiction should be, as a fen, end 
not as an employee of a publisher. 


I kmen when I arrived that I was walking into a group that might 
range all the way from hostile to juat an attitude of ۷۲۱11 be- 
lieve it when I saa 1t," 80, T was rather surprised at the very 
warm reception given me, and alse by the genarsi opinion that my 
twelve years as an aditor of Amazing end Fantastic were actually 
a good job, and although that job was in the making of the finan- 
cial success of those tao magazines, rather then in the promotion 
cf scienca fiction toward what fandom considered its m tural goal 
I did Zind that many fang liked the magazine, except for the 
Shaver mystery, 


I loft the convention with a personal "I!11 prove it to them" at- 
titude, ard that's whet 3 gained frem the convention primarily. 
If I could give a fine bunch of peovle a magazinas they'd like, I 
intended to do it. Because it was obvious that I'd get plenty cf 
support, 


Naturally I'm lookirg forward to future econventione---because I 
liks to have a good time, and I had one in Cincinnati? 





COMMENTS ON SINVENTICN 


FROM 


It wae the first ptf conven-- 
tion I ever attended, I think - 


three thinge about ft’ etend out > -> ce 

moet vividly in my womory, from i a. اک‎ 

tha peresonsi st&a*ocini, : ROT creer | dein amines 
nessa NEUFS 


Tas fires, and enc I can't DC 
get used tr. fm c^ ais "ry 
that thera ars ج15 ہرے۔‎ wor regard 


“me with EM رن فدہ‎ akiu to ayes” 





Not mery, tui that thers ara wy 


` AMANE an. at 1و‎ ۳05 I theught 1i 


must De ut on to awka re Zeek 

flattered, . But at wenn. وو‎ 7 

myself to mull. over, and‏ 3189ء genuine, ut gave me a new‏ دم 
I have some to û realiratios pf mrt ug very important to me,‏ 
he J aiz Romy typowi tar putting avervrttiag. live got into my‏ 
work, ` JI now mew thst there are many pecple out over the world‏ 
wh? know mete about me and uy Inner though te than. moet. intima û‏ 
friends geually ۴6 ` about. each other, ©: That they hara liked what‏ 
they som, aud ioóksd forward te meeting me, bar given me B groat-‏ 
er 5 6 in myself and a greater pleasure in my writing. I‏ 
never want to let them down.‏ 


The .eacond was amazement at the very existenca of such a 
thing ag a convention whose Shenbera® belonged to nothing, really; 
but were knit tepather be e common. apirit. Tie oonvention gave 
me a closer inatght into fandom than anything clea ever has. 
em just begicning to understand sat 1t is all about, vaguely. 


. "And it fills me with swe. l 


|. Fhe third thing that stande out. was the P و‎ that there 
are dople who “iad a greet velus on things whith I thought of 
little valve. heus BTE بت‎ Dollectnrs. . I had never met a reel 
collsctoz in abtion before, end at the Oinventi.on I saw lots of 
them, I mide the digus very, a Very عمجت‎ one, that besides 
the ersative mind there is aleo tas mind that values the ore- 
atione of the wird, — Pemles the avhict who cézeeals onto canvea 
‘ot board the mental Amegss he haa crested cut of Dis imagination, 
“Shere is eler the collector who velice that work of art. 


` Bo, I case away Trom the Ciaversion very much enriohed in 
understanding. In addition I made maty zo اس‎ ao that there te 
hardly a place in the United Siates that Ioan go whare I won't 
find friends already thers, People I have E People I like. 


gi 





COMMENTARY 


I wae much impressed by the 
sarneptness of the agience fio- 
tion fans at the Qinvention, It 
i8 quite clear to me that they 
are in a position, beoause of 
their organization, to make or 
break writers. I do know that 
editors pay considerable atten- 
tion to letters from them, For 
that reesgon I wee much surprised 
toat so few editore aay fit to 
attend the convention. TI am sure 
fans took note of their absence, AS ا‎ HA j aji Ra 

gh d ۳ Ai us 





For myseif, I was amazed at ina ا ا‎ in &ci- 
ence fiction and the international aspect it hag developed. With 
the rapid growth of eclense fiction interest the fena appear to 
be quite realictic, There were times when I feit that the group 
might well weed out ita crackpote, but it occurred to me that 
every individualist in past hietory, in sSolenos, religion, and 
every other wWalx, has been regarded by Lie contemporaries as B 
orackpot,. Again, aiuce I had just joined the national organiza- 
tion 229-89 I mas none too sure they might not begin weeding 
with me 


I realized one thing during the convention: that to the fang 
science fiction was a Berious bueinese, To me, Ilm ashamed to 
Bay, it hed always been the means to a quick check. I began ta 
realize my responsibility to the fans to such an extent in fact 
that I questioned eericusly whether i nada right to continue a 
line that was so much a byproduct for me -- a8 4 Tepult of which 
I kave all but wi thdrewn from writing seience fiction. Hereafter 
I'll wait until I have a story inetead of merely “o00king up" a 
yarn I feel will fetch in some bacon, bread and beans, i owe the 
fang much for this lesson. Hereaftor, though lt may be vieibie 
only to the very disoerning, my aclence fiction yarng will have 
theme, meaning, purposes =- and somewhat lege nebulous gadgetry. 


By the way, since the convention many fans have written me. 
I 2m alwaye sa snowed under with work ہے‎ I handle two weekly ra= 
dio shows besides my magazine and book stuff -— that my corres- 
pordence suffera. I wish to thank every fan w30 weioomed ma to 
the outfit, until I have time to dig inte the pile and anever 
everybody iregi, I'n much ashamed, but just can't help it on a 
current allowance of 24 houre a day. Ag & acienos fictioniat I 
should be able to slongetc timo but find I lack the wisdom of 
many of my own heross., 





1 eR id E AE EP 








DEN FORD 


The Tuesday hnforo the convention, Franklin Kerkhof of Veshington, D,C,, calle 
od mo up sayin he'd arrived and sazcd if anythin? up^cial wena going on ue yote 
Mads nrran:nmónt, for him tc come out Yo the hougo for suppor on the Policwing 
nisht, While sitting nround talking, after cuppor, Ohurlis Tannor aod say- 
ins thot Sorry Moore and Paul Junonu were ot hio Bouon and wanted ua to drop 
over. Dirac it is 15 milou te Charllafa cago, 1 deellrod, Tt w^. clrnudy 
gio PLM: Ana the travel tino involvcd would mercly cut pha syening that much 
„borter, ahiln slyly slizpint Korknot mort hishbeallu, I munnped to act um iaon 
of th? fens in and قساٹعۃ:‎ Waoħhis ston through nlo dcueriptions, Ao Jechinreton 
had armsunetd thug they intonded to bid for úrat yoar*, convonticn, I wantod to 
qot an idea of chet „ort oT c رات ی‎ they hol; and hon thoy would wcrk together. 
E had ne intentions of hripinz them or any Stir city sot the bid; I just tant 
o £c find sut all I coula rbcut thalr mampers tod thelr club uctivitica, Aa 
für ua nont ynar'a contention woa e5neernoà, tho only thousht 1 rad in mind was 
for ulmsche to toss it. Take it دوه‎ bat, for God'a wako don't 16:70 it 
hors in Cincinniti! 


Thur.dey ni:ht 1 bed ncthis: هتوب‎ bat rest nnd polexaticn; a. I woula be 
kay fcy the nowt & layo. Thora wa. & lon; digtanen enll in from Michivta, and 
Scl Levin, th: ayti.t, ccil^ài mme up from aowntiun Cincinnstl whan ho arrivd. 
I hated not L5lni abic te gét vitn him botore tho tontertiong Lut, I +a. tired 
ard really ceonded th: root. blon; about 9 O'clock or ac, Tico Barrett Get garry 
ptoppad by cn their vay downtoun to tho Hotronpota, Win talkas for n&niio and 
than thoy loft; takin; slong ے‎ butch cf cripinale lor tho Auction that voro at 
the داب یط‎ a r 


Friday mernin; found mo ehockin; into the hotol around 9, Leu Garner and Jonn 
Millerd wort tho first tuo funs I anu An tho lcuby. -They ond 4 or 5 ethers 
holpe& me unlond thn ear, It way. really losded; thoy ict thamgelras in for f 
dick that time, Tas Decrman hod thut fixe) pnouliar uaile on hin facoy rosnrvod 
fer hugoring sorawball., Gucca ho Iisarod bo gealin't bo lucky ell tho timo, 


After the sheckius in FFAS way nomplotod, met B, ےھ‎ vor. and tho fuo of uu 
wont corer te a building o few bleska may whara I meir arrongaments to rant © 
room for thc GINCIWH TI FANMSY GROIP and their futuro moctinzo. Tant complote 
eg, AI went wiek ہا‎ the hotel te aret some mora of the Incoming fans whe ware 
row comin; in rathsr Pista und to goo tho hctol monarccmert about a few laut 
minute dotuilo. By tunt tims it was noon; sc, Dao Barratt, gorry, Walter Cog 
Int, Foreat Ackerman, Bian, Mlebardson, und a tev othcre f can't roonll at snc 
prnoont, wont out te cat 3Sinnnr tozethar. 


Tho eftaraccn for mo TAs taken up with mera last minata dotnils nni sous nero 
"igitinr in batwrans Th hotel was agreeable to cur gcin In and dogorating 
the bell; nvon thcuzh car ront 3i3 nct offlenliy atart until tno next dar. dhe 
tables ware MOTOS Lar uni yuma of tho هراد دام‎ sturteí tc wh up thuir nica 
@isjloys, Dog Barrott, Jorry, Chick Huat, Boc Mahaffoy, kanoy Mooro, میھت میا‎ 
Enrioy, and myself thon atartoda in to cet tho cri;izAls slet ۹ for tho Augticn 
تج و‎ out to morrespend tao tnoír numbor ont dusuri Alon liutod in the Austicn 
Gudün, Bigharauon's setrctary haa just Dinlok.à runnin: tenaa off uni ho wands 


a and daah, dowr from 5, Ft, Mitchell, te dslivar thom, Tha identifying waa 
quite n jeb; Enczujgo of the inar. numbor of srisinela cbtninsd, In adıition, 
acro woro comin: in and denationa were made Aurimo the first twc cagau of the 
convention, Ong nf ths nico thinza about دا حصہ اوق‎ Fiction Convontlons is that 
pll tha carly tirda; an? the cláer fons came up to ths sommitton and auk you if 
thore ig anything thoy can do to hel; cut, This is uniguo, I think, in the way 
of convontions, Bc, while there aro some specifie nonce شاه نا‎ horo ani thera 
in thi; acecurnt, na deirg «something or azothor, they «ore not the only onaa 
ácingz anythins, Trying; to renamber whe alk did what ia impossible. Anyway, it 
ässan'!t mako much diffoeroma; thosa who nelgod did ود‎ boosnuao thoy wanted tc, 
ans not for any futura publicity, 


Aftor finishin: with the jcb of 1à3ontifyinpg, wo coiled it quito for tha ci:sht 
sn) invited what fena we usw  cvor to my rooma fur a bull snsaien, Tray cum 
ang wont in a stenäy stromi; and the only onas that I con remamtor, cutaija cf 
zur local croup, arc Lou G&rgor api his wifo. Getting rather sleapy nnà tired, 
ani sreing nt eij;nd of the crowd diminiahity, I sontiy tovited thea to leave 
ani hit tho sack, Roy buvonter and I had sono together umi rontod a suite in 
apraar te heyg plenty cf room for visiting, during tie affair, This turned nut 
to Le a wisa mows, Two hours a nicht wos my شیاه‎ avoreage uloeping time for 4 
Aniya» . If I'd haş had to drive 1/2 hr, caga way bo my hono from Jowntcun, ٤81 
novar main ite 


after a lato croukfast, wa ott set for the Haflutration Poriod from 11 A.M, to 
IPA, An gemee, to amt aleut 175 to 180 nznns cn the tetka; but the 135۵ 
aarcly picked up their Procrnm Rooklata atc, ant took off; rathor than atand in 
line, Bo, «o enn only masse and say apprcaloatealy 200 attonided, 


atc little aftor 1, wo sot zvguryono haired inte the hulls and Tanner gava tho 
opening تہ 0651 ۳د ج‎ s 1 rt up to remind avaryona whoa جہن‎ intorestoi that the 
State Ligacr etorss sculls 3losa for thc wnek-oni at 7 Palt, This wns uiy nctod 
after wnich Weil Kershak was saked te introduce aome of the sutetanding fons ani 
„rcfossiennls An the sudienag, Sinas hu is woll acquatintoà with frnicm, 2 
"org sind tc have his nasiatonon on this, 


Neat guma tha spsechez, These sro eovorod rathor thorou:hly olsgwharao in tria 
uooklet; so, thera is no uso ropesting hore, Dato Huclnnoa burned out his wire 
rscordier cn tho hctcl'uü B.C, currant, Hein: nona cf hla own, then, no offered 
tc do the recordinz for Doo Borratt whilc ho wes hoipin: us. Jt ia from 
thnao erocrdin:p that the jpo0oohog woro tranuerloed, 


Bet blech and Fletehcr Pratt wara unable tc attondg ud, Ruy Palmer and Lostor 
dol Roy sgroad to take incir poricda, I thought thia was very gonerous of thom 
Gupeacinliy on such n ahert nctica, In the moantinc, V, T, Hamlin, tho arostor 
of ALLEY OOP, showed up: una wo got him to agron to bo on cay prenem in tho 
ovoning.s This worku cut nicely; Ted Qtur;eon, who ana on tut averting apct, 
had sent us & telegram sying he'd just gotten married aya waa leaving on his 
heady aor: a 


with tno and cf tho first eftorncon, overyono scgmed well plessod; and tha some 
vorsaticns started humming, A delevation wave directions to tha meorcot liquor 
ptoras oni after tho Final عصہ‎ acaupod, food waa the moxt item on tha "genda, 
She 3 oyening speeches by liamlin, Williamson, ond dn!:n wera ever fairly ات‎ 
and loft qaite 4 bit cf the svcning froo fcr the littl. pob tezethars shat the 
faa Fant. Thoy had bit n short, snappy, first day: ونان‎ ef bis names to 
بط ات بات‎ them, uf] now tha rest cf the evening was ripu gor 3iscuasslons, awaps, 
petor, drinking, politinkirz fer naat yoar'a convention, or üny-hing olira 









In ths meantins, Harnos Suk from Fog York ahowed ups I*A irvitoi him t: 
acme on: atay wlth me during the Gonventicn; ani wag woudoring; if ho ecull 
make 1t after all, TD lockon a littla oldor thun tha ;leture of himjalf 
he'd gant me, tg was babbling cver with anthusi-em “ren I first saw him; 
and it is always a ranl j-lovaura to mont Bch, Thee nicht, wlth Bos ob a 
arewinz gard, wa gulleotad an ovun wrg.tar crowà In cur و‎ It wou Piva 
A, M, when ws fot suwnryona puaha. out the Zour; om Û uncon wa Bit tha soca, 


A few Wura later, we veko un ba A nico Sunday mornirz, Tha KFFF had nen 
zivin the hall for tna eantiro mornin, For their cwn pusineuns Seve tun. BCE, 
Hoy, and I هدند‎ to skip thia; in favor cf dinner et my hives, While 
waitin? Cor damar, my 4 yon oli Jaushter wra نی دیا‎ oy hi3 sKoíchus of 
ricus animels «sn aor blackboard. Sho wes oo Testimton that sho ant ٣ثا‎ 
Kill] while ha dra ner portrait, Gines tren, the blackbuard ha, been put 
aray to prevint ger rabin! it, Would you? aftar all, it's a Box ori:indls 


The tine for the Main Austion hac cema, Over on tho gice I had Bon Mahaffey 
nelging me take the mcnay and give out rocciptu aleng with recurding the 
turthasara in tho Auction Guides far future refarenca, Wal Korghsk wae aar 
Auntioncor. a dicas a good jeb; ana is fact, too. woe were hard praesta 
oe, up with him, Wo sara congtnntly adding more lta ag wo want clones, 
Tai Qarnol) gevo qa tha acver to nie #5 New Worlüa; ana voy Palmar Zoratol 
ths ecver and &li Antarlors from tho 4-1 Other Worlds. Ail in all the &m:ant 
ef material, und thu pango of gicjocts, should nave plósasij avary fon, ‘Tho 
Alloy Ocy .órisinéla jansted by Tamlin wont at $2.00 apiccu, Thera wea nct 
nich excaad for ovary fan to have zone away ompty hendad. By Sra tnora 
word still many tans to ty hut, wa ha^ to stop in crar that {ha fans 
wars tu nppocar cp tha television prosrom from 5:55 te "7:50 ovar why could 
get aomethias bp enti uni pa vat At the atulio om tina, ‘These vac cero, to 
do ac, culi مب‎ vut ani watch in tho studing spi for thea othcrs, A tabla 
model wea sat yp En taa hail by Phil Ste, honson ar that tho romeindar eculd 
watoh from rhorn, That is these 5n a milk liot, They ac; the program woe 
pratey coli; ms, I was cut saties gupper nt tha tine, I was fooling: :لال‎ 
Little ragged after tant fast ont lurivue Lidlling.  Taerutsa soanethin.: abrat 
auetions tiat atir uj tho ameticns; even though you may ur only a apegtetor 
mecat of the timate 


One thing I forsck.te nenkin so far is tha Lackircp ve hes, Bill Krril ani 
John Grossdan offares tu 4c ue A Dasküri; inr troia for tabla spiego in tha 
convention nell, Va got aloo] baran rz thet dana, Byeryoue whe camh in 
Bnd 5 nis? eye, stoat it, It nam S' X lat ^ud shows Ge Ln most of 
the pasted bukon in tm nalla Thos hud it rolled up ir u bong roii; ond 
ات وا‎ it rn tha bus All tac way fron Dos icida,» Bek thought theag Laya 
hai roal talant; and chilo outing them erma things abecut it, thay tolî us 
hew they tegiko lt cn tas side FF phis dan bee k hono while püirtingz it, 
Iren they pot aj on Btap ای تلا‎ acing tao uppor portions of lt. Tas nnich- 


Sera get quite n ziok nut cf thom acing thet. 


Sunlay ovonin* wa iod eff with Tn? Garacli siving nBes ami 4ldolightg cf tre 
Hngligh Fans and tboly votivitisa cover thora, Arthar J, Durza و 11۵ یا‎ 
then Gag, 0, Smith: Lefer Juay Lorril's panal discussion, All sf vbis ww 
nYO0Y Ly shuar Ashi; ayd the ototing sOsclors wort in the plerning ste 
For mo, tae ni wiht cf tro eónvonticn came tht ov3sninz;. After stopping 
ny Shastaü'u ل1 متجاددت‎ party Sor manile, 49 لوا داوج‎ eniloeting a group fer var 
roeg with the geaent tc bo mera on talking than و هو ود لد تن‎ Gt lovet fur 
cx Hi lê „ fu nong ug I eon ramambar, tho following waga there: Doo imith, 
Juck Williamaoon nad Ulfa, BS ruste, Churlio Tonncr & Wifu, Loo Greanwel. & 
wits, Lloyd Eühbsch, Low Tubakow ard Wife, Rog Phillips, Hay Palmer, Bunny 
‫َ = 5 PEE] s -Į 


accro, قطلو 1(0 س5ت‎ ard Wife, Eck, Arthur J, Burky, Noster dal Roy, Marty 
Groenbart, Js J, Donncll & ifo, Amürow Harria, Rava Snilnnsky, Bun Xoifor, 
Taca 0a Smith, Den amheffcy, Stan Gkirvir, Tod Darnell, Davo Keelnnos, ato. 
ان‎ was nc attagyt te cembust any موه داد‎ iiscussiona; but, with such 4 
grow. like this thron togothor, it waa ncc menotueus, 


Anz .rcfoasicnal she ecmes te a eomvonti^n te mera uf o for than author whan 
no feta thorn, Thuy sre elwaye wlliinz tc salk te tho fans ani liston tc 
thong tista cf trying te pley bi; ahata Bi Gcunts, Dee Gulth, ont "Tek 
willisraur wcrg cff in uno corner with & cluater sarrountine than: س۴٤3‎ tho 
rook anro broskine off inte littlengrouyd of their cw), or shifting from cna 
tc unetnor ag tha tiles uf ecnversetion Ploeal, Trorc word blage when I wns 
wobaually kopin; up vith tue discuagione; one cn oueh silo of zo. انیا‎ 
te "sn ina fon لو ده‎ mouenta of unintoyrutoil talk with Dennell eteut his 
wikbesticon of fet Jnaz reesris; Lickin: us sing tice Fer ay wen eolloctine,. 
Eanuwch la pretty geil ot imiteticna: and wos tas “Lifes cf the partyt in one 
c.rnor with Fis joken and montloruos, Tate pretty joo. en tha zomsbnowu; 
zn? &lth 5 or 6 pasle tr tek up tas repartaa,tse nie Ilow thiek end fast, 
A sire IrCC! cT that avaniny woui) bo prieslassS, . Aleng with sll this, 
tha lung cf tho ہی‎ who ape about na jokorsstca in Jclconso fictlon ea tha 
fants wives aro, Bajona goes tims Jiscussln: tho trials ani tritnleticna cf 
bain; "3cience Pigtlon Witowsa", That, to ing way cf thinking, did as mach as 
anytainz in mukln; this convention Lhe success it was. hen thts ivneei ine 
out thet tray, tco, cun Dewo fun ari a lot in oone5n with tua otaar wives nt 
tnoso conventizrg, thoro vill be nn intarasting ntten2sneo ouch years 


ook showed a conpla of Eoxou ef 3 X1 — EzlInchroros oi nie pnintince, Theag 
bhrruzht  cexcl.matiena oF aftmirstion fron everyone, Aal of us had gaincd &n 
1:01 ۲ 91: رز‎ of hia mart Prem thn work ha hese i205 in tho Mess, an? Lock, 
Haager, il of thia cloa inte notains, when yuu wot m lock $t kis isni- 
ود تن‎ That man is nithcut icuübt, a toniug, The letsil is minute; ond tho 
دج ین ےہ‎ ape „omethin: I heye navor acone This All mis up t: the fact thant I 
Silk raver rost until I neyo 6n Ark Lantonepn for AF living recon, Thy tniü 
men “cee not nays national rasocniticn, I cagnot unzoragtuünti, 


Zhut pretty woll anvers tna hishitchts st the alin بط بط‎ of thn هیا تنج‎ 
Au you onn gntücr, the unathodsals. cverta nro bai evaorycne Locka f: rwari to 
sateins in ^a, Te tho poweemer, cr gasw I visitor, thera te encush on tha 
roeuiar Prourzm tc lnzsroat tann: bat, to tro initiato, tho varilona pot to- 
„ethors in tha rocme nftarxuris, ara TE corvontion, Phas 1t was tung, By 
SJeltins cll thesa gro, ia dn ong room tozothar, it was like patting tha ine 
grüjiente ints a eak? uatter unl stirrinz üup.........thn0 finizhnl product is 
Hec. دا‎ how man; iiona wore matharei for Futura stcpios that nicht ¥ 
In teasing, theraà'a ons thine thet ahoznld ba mantioncd,....... nl, D, Amith 
Woe fantucaiy acon in front of ot loeat lC acbnr, ralinhla witrüssos, te ta 
drinklas ice itor} mit $a an avant toot ghoalli bo resomde” for pratcrity. 
Itta toc bee ac ane hel hip منج‎ al. ms, 


aftersths uzuil 2 Ars, siüop, wa ete sema breakfast; nn. then heade. lor the 
Gill te To the wind wp. 5f the Main àastion, Weve iPaclnnasa had scat tira roc 
10ت‎ 22 sono radice ahora thet fonturbi fuüntney, Neil B, Joret cls: sent 
qu 8 roa,r'oil speneh on Û recedes do there wis ang intertaintei f vor tan 
woird gat lla whe avo be fot ap arly ovary cay. $a Suen 8g ییا ید‎ nrs 
finished, wo turned thet ;uctiorin; ovar to ECD Quexosr nd Bar uüxss. as 
Herchsk’s ۲ کج‎ Seok a tarrific  hsutinz tha lay پم گس‎ um! hzc v.s ati . A 
little heareg, Pen, of ^curacg, onn ovarcrice the taexzreum. ایک بو‎ tien 
with nis velau; um. ho ox;erisaccá littla diffieutty. Wa pet it ever ana 





ecuzie of heurps, Ta: Fan huction, which wig tc havo born in thls 011 
znriginallg, geno مع وا و‎ scnhovhet, It ay nrizinel LIPID war to nelp somo 
ef the fans  dofroy their  sexpoanoos by بط‎ ug metien cff their zrtizios, 
zug cf which wza to zo tc the Cinventicn. Alnao wate icno sc well In the 
Amin auction, E anmacunzcl thet thera voald be nc zZozuctino of 2 Ami tne 
fans sholt kêbo It nil. We wore nct cut tc see how much proflt ws could 
"ke. If these eonvonticns ent tot marennary, they will tem: ts Kill thom 
gelses cff, Gan crime جوم ی‎ should ba to meer nxponaca | of ccuras } and 
ہجام‎ caters tc iva the next ¢crvention £ goci stert, 


Tua te a back of tine, we hed te eances Tho Report From Tho Fublishrras 
which wos bo» ba just ٢ن۶ مه‎ the Fusindss Sosslor, Bacnuda c^ that, we arā 
giving sat celi their latest infcrmatice from thoza whe anavoarod cur Lettres, 
وت‎ of april lath, This infcrmaticn ia given in a eqparate repert هه‎ 
in thia ملعا ینا‎ while tho sites wars Solms picked for next yonr's monvente 
ien, Lou Tiniis en” I were chocking the rocoipte cf the Auction. This was 
rather gom-licuwtat; au while tho suction wap in prczross, AAMAS psc.la 
nang a; xni تون‎ te uivo us 1,8 if wn wouln Budticr a cartein item ۶ 
;7noirs off, thon,  Feturaliy, Ta tock them us on thie; an! had quite a faw 
CIC a 79ب‎ us بث‎ o rouaült. wefure the convention, I hai minwinea, all مب بلاج‎ 
thet wc woul^ ske apm in the waugtion. Bvorgone thought I wos grany} 
Lut, it crly buckod FES fi whon ths total was addad up, وین‎ munt have bat ۵ 
AM rogers, there. Gua thing is aurea; the profit woe groater than at «ny 
وی 8جط لا ددم‎ Tba total zrcau receipts wore; @loc%.15, Dur oxpenses 
ون ده نا‎ 3443.96, Dhia Left a profit of: 3955.19, The Prevrom pocklot ani thn 
nnngquot werc not lnelaicd in these oxpeonacs, wn rın tock cf tham zn sopar- 
ate 65coounts oni HICRA avcn; which vss var nay tin in thaun tao, a the 
bengict, T hw. 15,0. loft overs which was usal tc tip tha Chef & his tuo 
asplekunts. Not o laren tip, youtll nora, 


Biter roalinz off this report to the mombara prasent, A dtocrinm ۲:٠۳ ٤6 
Way made ue of: Tucker, Zahnech, cin gillilsma, Hoakowttz, Korashaxm, ama my- 
salfs Thu Liga cf this Committob wag to brim: back a sucvestion te the mem 
هی لت‎ es to how the metey ihculó he split up, Naturslly, any cuustion 
hai to carry a vote of tho اد تارج‎ of thon momershiy. All af tho Gannittes 
Jwe chocan oitaar *"nenusu of their pravicus racsen, CF conso of thair iun 
nativity an. .ronimcnos, The only rasen I wes incladod wua barsusa I waa 
still nolälns the mah, ‘The first auzzestion Z5rouiht tock wiag 4150 tu the 
1950 esnyenticn, “lgo Ier Bnzluni, 1155 for Auatrilia, ani the reaaindar tc 
tho Cincinnoti Fratnay Group, Aftar sone disenssiva cn the fleosr, the 
qagotizn cf tha HFEF  lortieisstin; on tha rocnlvin:; ani waa yrii, Tha 
&rzansnzts flew tniek un: fast; beth pre ant ein, until Daürrall 1۱1 جهن و۰1 لت‎ 
gaara? up on tho stxze ans ے فحطتہ سے‎ cover tan Poa. ayat, thst زو کا‎ ha 
ربا‎ tren tha silotmert for the CFC. his uns ageoeable: ana tha votos 
ware sagt lin favor cf thie compromise 2F Hinhurdson'a, 


linfera I uxplzin  cbout the —3582:,0^ gurmarked fur En ilani and Australian, I 
web tu wet scusthing off ^f my choat consornin; tho Wray, First uff, I've 
Luan 3 member per Cyor 9 Frau; ac, I ic havo à richt te hava my sey. Ewunt- 
lly, ths rap «hcul bo in a pesition te tesa over thasa nathenal or ۰1 
ی یا ٭صتہ‎ ani be thoir asgonsor, Thay enn harly ic sè untill thar namtar- 
ablo dnerwiutsas, Fovavor, ri ای‎ now they erntrilate nothin; ic them; ini ir 
turn nlwnya OR; Gat a cut cut of tuno srollte of acma zus Sisola Jahren‘ Look 
at täs roster cf ths Clavonticn; ung then lock et. tio NEFF roster. IF Lha 
NJFF ig soinz te Keo, cn cvliscting at agen &nnusl Guainass Sousicn, ther I 
think it le Shout timo thut their own acmsarshig acntribites & „ellar tc the 
averontion eooaritteos, by the جات‎ toon, way can't auy the ود شش‎ PSc, 

Dita, ادلی‎ 6 ahnrg of the profits of tne combas korwsucch 4 Alter ali, 


thoy'll hava dene as mach or svon muro thin the NFFE, Porheps with tha new 
huminzistration In cfficg, thisss will improve, Their other activitic. hava; 
Aig Meyre this on! wiil improve, tcc. This, Y realiza, iz letting a4 in rar 
n tarect ron the 1۱۳۸ fonwtics; bat, awin thoy will somit that if i. truco. 


Tow bont it T I con's thipk ünyoneé can esii themselves a ten if tnay 
Ac mot support thasa cnnual convontions, If I can jclt n for cut cf ۳ 


lüalharuy, it's wcrsh nll tho gripitz thet «ill somo my wey. Scmosay, I'd 
Like te zo to n G¢ianta Fintion convention ami sog the nttoninneó numbered 
in thousands; instead of by huünireis, 


Fow, brut tho Enzlent=kustralis asl. Dus tc the dollar restrictions, tho 
fans in such ¿f bose  acurtrias vinply tennot atro گنت‎ money fer bccks, 
RING,  dubscripiinrs, ctc, Net calp thet, the vata of sxchenge is seo 
hih, that 2 wage earner has tr apesi a much orcater ropertion of). thely 
Wockiy و رمیا فا نا‎ to wa, Tor & Bun. book. In Emslani, ER i por 
Teak is ۳0ہ فطع‎ n fairly FLUC EG» New Pur does RAD ge, over here f 
Siroo ther) i12 only l fen club in pach ccuntry, we vetei te t&ko 50,03 for 
ench; te say buaa amt meanings Por ihaüir دا ورین‎ club livrariss, ay 
thig mathzi, ویو وت‎ fleticon wial bo within rerch oT nda; cum, thiir mgabor- 
ship wilh inerceass dus ta Thi, The urlzinui lies was tc tat l cay of mon 
"in prizi" bork, an. 5 lL yo&r suissripticn tc ull the 1 عولاه‎ Pictiin Linea, 
Tiwever, There Just isn't oxa money te dc beth, I .rcicad t2 pot 0 
biz ke inital; fimrimt that af tha Ekorwsscon, the monbora oan vita zo buy 
AAI subecri,tisona, oluu whatever latist books I ocualo not buy, Tharefs 

nut Senec vill want bo ncw what becka Y uot; ao, hero‏ ی 
id 5 aiot dp until a riil ir‏ 


PELEKE پا اس‎ axglnix لا‎ rar Thin You Think 
Specohocun.s of IPC Jlnistaür pürricr a urtian و دیا‎ 
EOogLAS This DCorizzn Furbivdin 30 1711:0 & use 
Prigdanctary مان‎ cf Valerar دینوت‎ Qut uf Tine 

Dls af Fate varngilian Cube Porgaluin 7ف 1یق‎ 
Lest Perm ss Fall Loris ct Creation Wialcia Ghara 

Tonda رد اعد توش‎ Tho Tcreh لا ره‎ iM; Wore Susan 
Withcut وہ ره موم رجات‎ Tima Homunc uua 

E-md Slzyes cf 3loep Thetls of ۶ 

Checklist “erl, bolow cat =F: 194% 

Who Gea Thera $ actin thir: Hear SMH cf ٣318806 
Lurker at tho ThrosholZ2  witeh ikaso Tense on tho 3طق[ ۳ج٠ :اکر‎ 
3kall-raea The poil west Iii Lights 
Fonriul Pirasares Clock Strikes 12 ahis Hertel gels 

Werk of bad icon Dirk Gurnival Hovgasticas in vlack 
23:1 cht's luck پل‎ Dba Ian deg ماج مرو یڈ‎ Liima Carnnoki, tho اد بط‎ Fingar 
the Qravelilay Grave “ee Slecrir; é The Poal Stranger Ports of gall 
Wet CF Graber Talon 4th Zcok cf Jorkena 35100 Lor! 

Ronia Rit Leng tor tnia werld [out Ja; ornat. Gtoriaa IPL 
HPL a ilomcdr arkhad 2empior; Vol I 1ظ×‎ ánmplor; ¥ol 1 
Siimiss in Tiue mon whe Geld Tho 8 


The cost on oll thess دم‎ fer haa ran ta; 287,86. Tho poestace has run t6; 
ioan, This luuvou a balanes cf; 51.805 Lats cut cf tnn انی تشد‎ Ag cf 

April lat, afarythiag was in the mhil, āo frr, Sil ccneorno? have boar well 
riongad, Ag & Tolle up, wo مارد‎ tc soas e namtar of copies cf thie Earki- 
kat tz ossi ghar, also. 


Lun ey Might zow ths Lünaucti ari tha final wir. up cf the ccorvontloa. Wa 
han: a Grille Soom dn the tusemonl JË the hotcl, All tc varsalvce, towns 
ق5۶‎ perem Lit tho Warliig su yurtin; pillasa grevante: any spocón making- 


Gown thors; if wll aor; to 305 the apnakera, Wa wore Lorvad cafaterin styla 
ro drm tnouzht it shruid Mare teen gorvoi by wedterds Tho only réuson vo 
dit nct haya it thet way, wos Ducausd lt CAA hava run tno cost up گلا ات‎ 
31.50 more por person. At any rate, thore vuro nc ccnpiainta attut the foni 
or gsttín: rnzugh t> ont, Stan S4irvin phalli 3iü^himsslf proud tht richt, 
itll bet the Chef taoucht ha hadn't hat anything tu ant for Era AIr a 
fon ninuren, Fû3 MeXesen and savers] others, hal n group gag unt shich mus 
رےے می‎ and received û iz hand, Sinca the hancuet gag mentioned ûs the placa 
for uny cogtuminy or mescuaradins, guits a few showed up In vorluos got ups. 
fhotecriphers wora over from tho Oinginnatl Enaulror und took a fou ghota 
for thelr Sunday Hoteeravura Soction, This forture came out 2 wanka after 
tha convention tag over, Ae a &hnlo, I think cur publicity turned out rath 
sr &n.1; considorin? tac past publicity given other convontionea.e Dara Kylo 
. handlod practically cl] cf tno publielty during tho nonvontior, Oyril Kern- 
biath and Dick Viloon { both old time fans } ato tho henuda of Tranaradie 
Frags in Chicago & Nov York; aq, Bave phorod in tho nove to them avery day, 
This went out over tho tolety;na te the radio atatia, Goveral ال سد‎ #ma 
teld mz liter that thoy hinrd mention cf the Cinvention over tha redin ۵ 
they lived, Thera wore goo who thowsht tie {ica of "Mlay Golenes Fiction” 
Wee undi.aificü; und chosg publicity, To thle minority, I can only gay, try 
to cot publicity for اطع وال تا‎ son If you uro astistied with tna: rosalte, 
Ehe 1/3 nr, on television wea tho first ter ant conventich, and prasantad 
ta. Aobay of 2بت‎ Fisticn ir + manner net saba onistic, 3&turiuy nl ht, 
O.irlinz Xacozoy tolkel t ma on the phone “rem Sydney, Bustrulls, Daring 
th: senvote.tipn hz لصو دا‎ tho fact tht tne Cinvention had a writna up in 
the Byaney Yalloy iliyror. Most of our local covorugh mus srotty zocl. Louw 
Tatikow sumpsi it all up when he oily "I don’t five s dumn «hat thoy trito 
about mo, or the convention, ag lon: os they spell mg name rizht," 


bar tho Dengunmt, woryont who ilo net have to cheek out anl start tha 
jeurnzy homo, “wont tack ujsstu.irg to tha ball roomy whore God Darnoil, as M C 
guave tao faroak] tonatz,  intrmdluetions cote, By tkis tine, I felt the in- 
eritublo collrpan comin; rn, I was doing all piht until I s.t doxrn to ont, 
I just apt zotting merc sni mare tired from then ez. Gn tired in fact, 
tart daring Ted's finnls,l stxotched ous on 5 or 7 ebsira unl wont to sloep, 
Fortuntoly, I het the zar cll lonéed uni randy to 1nsvo chsnavor Y pot tn 
[here it was perk, at ll P.M, I atertol nesk to Gaecinville; faclin; lila 
goare hal gonn ty, An? like le tona hai keen lifted Irom my hesk, I fell in 
beds anl left ordore te bell anyone who naks for pe ur sndled mo on ۶۸ 
phono before nopn, tc go to hell. At neon, Franklin ساد خر‎ an? Tynn Liman 
stoped hy for n fox mlnates while I wna sottins oat cl bec. Later, ۳4 
GYoninz, Uoc parectt ant war Macinnes مرو‎ Ly ani were talked into sthy- 
iln; Por supper, — Müring this tima, tha sareo of us mu: plang to huva a gat 
tovother st Indinr Leke, hin on the following ima ود رد سم‎ Parma wee aing te 
spend tha rout of tho wack vitu Doo; ard "cd Carnell yay going te be thoro 
in û fow duys, when ho got pack Trem Cniongo, Ho sont to Chicago with 1 
Errshak for a littte vlait thoro; first, 


So, S6ptember loth soe 3 coy ionig of the Ciney Group ut Inlian Laka, Tho 
aussah rehoshins nf tht. ccnvontion was in ocüorr; omi then wo alk get tegother 
anî dont 4 1/2 hour tira resoriing ta Den Taye Cn it, &3 vave him our views 
and oadvice of thm  ennvcntior: pointins ‚15 ecm? nf ths littla troubios uc 
hià in patting it on. The wagle iden of tie thing was t5 give them a little 
Logets nni at the sam: tima sivo them. zhunoo Lo profit ay our وف ۳زا دوه‎ 
Thrt, slong «ith ihe $75 دی‎ is enoush te gomi thom off on 2 gocà start, Tt 
io mors than ua mad pos lived: ہمت‎ tho NOR. 3200K whould ve that much Letter 
ie roves over tno CIBTGETION, 


ge 


One nis, thing soat thia weaken nt Deets, waa thet wn uli hui 2 thace te 
hava n mero Loicurciy convaration with Ted Cargill, vha holo ntmnha hore 
Tos Ono cf rcloxotlon; you ilantt pet thet foniinz tmit you hid to cram avery 
thins inva rn oyening, or ana hour or sog lika wo 312 nt the Metrapeloa, Wa 
tock a tow unm: soota, anl in goncral 1۱16. nothing omy toc strancua; proforr- 
ing tc ait, tlk, ond locf, while taking som? picturcae, I womcmhoroi that 
in all ths و هه‎ 4 cays of tha hotel, I had novor hud a chonon te tak: any 
chotos at ell, of any of ths asrosemlings, or Tune} 


Honring tho ond of this report, I want to tring cut sone of the wünuünrful 
Su-Orcraetion vu rocóilvyod from various fislic, Firat, tho Bülters cf tho Pro 
mora. all donstod metorinl; with the excaption af John a Onmptoll, ہو‎ of 
وف وال ای تاد‎ Tha Editors of tha Fan maga, devoted apase for fron sivertising 
LI Kept thcir readarg Inforond cof any news of what pas hepponing Suring tho 
isming رجات‎ Tau sc cnlled "Fon Publiahors", lim Fantecy Prous, Swata, 
rris, enl the raat eontrlituteil Loth oaza ani orizinola in ergo auartities 
whieh inuri! our Auctions sascha, hay waren't cii; of couruün, mony Tong 


MLS ws SIE لت‎ tho way, It oll polnty vut bhe fact that any convantion 
lu only na eüccogdful ab ths direct rntic cf the umcurt of co-oporetion thoy 
rezelve, Thta up to yous and aot thu Purtian. boys, to mike tha 703-7 


و و9493 ای anot-ccr‏ 


All fans raslimn tnis artislo should teku nota nf tho stnutamont that arthur 
J, Fares makers ir Biga Wao not write s Fay 1۳۵8 tc LI¥B, LOOK, TLE, ste 
mi ZINE thet to covor the ج محعستحقں تج‎ ID, ln writing; to the Scicnee Pletior 
n£sszinna, FER 2o0n't got regults Crum tho Éditor, urita te tho nighor rans 
ing "brügzrt; Ag notoi cn tho teslo of sunterta prac, IF THAY get tho iias 
thet tha Editor las not piessin: tno roüdora, thors Till $5 soma cttitulos 
shane, It's ap to pou, I Ch" moan to run uoy Bliwwr cut of his job; tut, 
I .s rsurnz tha sttitule of موی‎ in revurding fors in tho snama نات‎ ss 4 
Enstar! rt p fzmily rcution.s 


That'a nl, I eajoptd motin: svnury unn of you. JCMS, I oxpact t5 aon in 
Ohio; ax» Rista Otvscra, 1 ۲۸ snc Senin in Me Yorok; tho July 4th wankeond; 
and if nt nll „osslLls, ٣11(1 oou tho rast «at Yortlunis 


SUE BRHPCHL GEMS 3 
UF ا‎ ll 


á peyoniatrist who had darn 
well better remain nemolessa here 
onoe confided to ze that if n man Á 
and his wife can't finish a fiftn - 
of walskey between tuen in an 
evening, there's something wrong 
with their marriage. CINVENTION- 
corps, even unrelated ones, large- 
ly proved thesBeives to 0e Une 
neurotic by this tast, 





Sales of the supernetunal horror story havon't boomed along 
with these of ecionce-fiction. That's to be expected. The tale 
of spectral herror if o narrower genre, largely devoted to the 
&»akening of the feeling of supernatural fear. $Soience-fiction , 
on the contrary, has the universe for its subject, and eepaoielly 
the futuro. It perfectly fits the modern temper 07 exploring the 
0008631 8 of oil actions, of experit.enting before cormitting 
oneself, of using imagination to the full and for prectical pure 
poscs, It cen work 6 great okanze in 611 fiction, art, and ways 
of thought. It recaine to be seen whether ite practitioners wili 
fully grasp this opportunity. 


Scienoe-Ziction started as o kind of juvenile writing, often 
áesigned ta impart scientific information in eugar-cooated form, 
It hae never fully shaken off thie kindergarten involvement, but 
the growing distinotion wade betmeen juvenile and aduit scienca- 
fiction 16 oncoureging, 


if sone of the big publiehing houses would reprint 8 
Boitencé-fiction and devote the sana dough to finenoing the writ- 
ing of adult science-fiction novels, the results might be profit- 
able all around, 


Suggestions for futuro CONS and VENTIONS: Mixes that can't 
be talked around, awayed from, or otherwise evaded; well-atocked 
private ۵ to get the hangoverisn through 210008 Sundays 
and holidays; rocket transport to Portland; more Miss Scicnce- 
Fictions, more feumea, nora fans, mora everything! a MOON VENTION 
by 1960! a ZARSCON by 1970! ...and on to tho 1 
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ELT DON FORD 
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UIRECTORS dill SHARFHOLOZRS OF NEAWORLLS BEND YOU WARUEST 

4 1511 728 FOR SUCOESSFUL CONVENTION AND FEEL SURE BONDS OF 
AUGLO AsERICAN FANDOM ARE SEINO OZGENTEXO SVEN FIRuER UNDER 
PZASONAL GUIDANCE OF QARWELI^.. 


SIG HEWJORLDS ZUJJLER PRs 





07.88 74 ye . 1949 BEP دج‎ 616 
CT, 6۵1690 30 PD INTIMOD LONDONPO VIA MACKAY 2 2030= 


NLT DOM FORD" — 
.  HEBFROPOLE HOTEL Ole ہے‎ D 
E has 


HXARTIZST GREETINGS TO CONVENTION FROM BRITISE 6 
FANTASY SOCIETY WIBH WE GOULD BE WITH YOU GOOD ناو‎ CK AND 
GOOD-READING TO Allm ; 1 
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